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Foreword
Tlingit Elders teach their people to work respectfully with all those who come to Taku River
Tlingit traditional territory, to find ways to work together with respect and harmony. This
conservancy management plan is part of the on-going collaboration between the Taku
River Tlingit First Nation and the Province of British Columbia to sustainably manage the
lands and resources of Tlingit territory through mutual respect and understanding.
Wóoshtin wudidaa (the Atlin Taku Land Use Plan) set the stage for the Tlingit vision for a
connected network of protected areas to be realized. These protected areas were
identified to: protect important Tlingit cultural sites and landscapes; ensure continuation
of Tlingit khustiyxh (way of life); sustain biological diversity and important wildlife habitats;
and protect landscapes and places of importance for recreation and tourism.
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is an important part of Tlingit Tlatsini – the network
of “places that make us strong.” We invite you to read and understand the importance
of this place to the Tlingit people, and to others who make this region their home.
We also invite you to explore and enjoy Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy, and take
part in conserving and protecting its resources for future generations.
Gunalcheesh / Thank you with respect
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Vision
Tlingit Khustiyxh, or way of life, depends on a close relationship with
the land. Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy will remain as Tlingit
ancestors knew it and continues to provide sustenance and spiritual
values for present and future generations.
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy contributes to the long-term
protection of internationally important wildlife habitat, and supports
remote wilderness recreational opportunities such as hunting, hiking,
backcountry skiing and camping consistent with maintaining a largely
undisturbed natural environment.
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Introduction

1.1 Management Plan Purpose
The purpose of this management plan is to guide the management of Mount
1
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy. This management plan:






articulates the key features and values of the conservancy;
identifies the types and levels of management activities;
determines the appropriate levels of use and development;
establishes the long-term vision and management objectives to be met; and,
responds to current and predicted future threats and opportunities by defining a
set of management strategies.

1.2 Planning Area
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is located in the far northwest of British Columbia,
immediately south of the Yukon border and on the western shore of Atlin Lake. The
conservancy is 5,657 hectares in size and protects Mount Minto and surrounding area.
Approximately 7 kilometres of the Atlin Lake shoreline is also within the conservancy.
Access to Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is by boat either from the town of Atlin
located 43 kilometres south or via launching a small boat at the Hitchcock Creek rest
stop. A public boat launch is located on Lake Road at the bottom of Rant Avenue in
Atlin and the rest stop is located at kilometre 45 on the Atlin Road.
A regional context map is provided in Figure 1 and a conservancy map is provided in
Figure 2.

1 K’iyán is pronounced “Kay-yun.”
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Figure 1: Regional Context Map
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Figure 2: Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Map
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1.3 Legislative Framework
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy was established on May 31, 2012 following the
2
recommendations of the Wóoshtin wudidaa /Atlin Taku Land Use Plan (Wóoshtin
wudidaa). The Wóoshtin wudidaa was adopted by a Taku River Tlingit First Nation Joint
Clan Resolution and jointly approved by the Province and the Taku River Tlingit First
Nation in July 2011. The conservancy is named and described in Schedule E of the
Protected Areas of British Columbia Act.
Conservancies are set aside: (a) for the protection and maintenance of their biological
diversity and natural environments; (b) for the preservation and maintenance of social,
ceremonial and cultural uses of first nations; (c) for protection and maintenance of their
recreational values; and, (d) to ensure that development or use of their natural
resources occurs in a sustainable manner consistent with the purposes of (a), (b) and
(c). Commercial logging, mining and hydroelectric power generation (other than local
run-of-the-river projects) are prohibited in a conservancy.

1.4 Management Commitments and Agreements
1.4.1 Wóoshtin wudidaa: Atlin Taku Land Use Plan
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy was identified through a land use planning
process conducted by the Taku River Tlingit First Nation and British Columbia under the
2007 Framework Agreement Respecting Land Use and Wildlife Management. The
Framework Agreement land use planning process led to the identification of 13 new
protected areas in the 2011 Wóoshtin wudidaa. The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy
was identified in collaboration with the Carcross Tagish First Nation.
The management intent for the conservancies identified in the Wóoshtin wudidaa is to
maintain Tlingit kustiyxh3 (way of life); protect and enhance cultural and heritage
resources; protect and maintain biological diversity, natural environments and
wilderness quality; and to provide recreational opportunities including hunting and
fishing. A general set of objectives and implementation direction in the Wóoshtin
wudidaa applies to all the new protected areas and is provided in Appendix 1. No site
specific direction was provided for the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy. This
management plan is consistent with the direction in the Wóoshtin wudidaa.

1.4.2 Wóoshtin Yan Too.aat Agreement
A government to government forum (G2G Forum) was established under the Wóoshtin
Yan Too.aat Land and Resource Management and Shared Decision Making
Agreement between the Province of British Columbia and the Taku River Tlingit First
Nation in 2011. This G2G Forum is the venue for strategic government to government
dialogue and interaction on land and resource matters including guiding the
implementation of the Wóoshtin wudidaa.

2

Wóoshtin wudidaa means “flowing together” like two rivers, and was chosen by Tlingit Elder
Jackie Williams. The title acknowledges the strengthened relationship between the Taku River
Tlingit First Nation and British Columbia.

3

Tlingit Khustiyxh, or way of life, is defined in the Wóoshtin wudidaa: Atlin Taku Land Use Plan.
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To assist with the implementation of the Wóoshtin wudidaa and the commitments in the
Wóoshtin Yan Too.aat agreement, the G2G Forum established a Protected Area
Working Group (PAWG). The PAWG is co-chaired by the Province and the Taku River
Tlingit First Nation to develop collaborative management plans for all protected areas
in the Wóoshtin wudidaa.

1.5 Relationship with Communities
The communities of Atlin, Carcross, and Tagish provide important services to
conservancy visitors and conservancy management activities. The Taku River Tlingit First
Nation and BC Parks staff will continue to work cooperatively with these communities to
undertake stewardship activities and promote community support for the conservancy.

1.6 Management Planning Process
This management planning process was conducted collaboratively between BC Parks
and the Taku River Tlingit First Nation.
Prior to the official start of the management planning process for the Mount
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy, a Recreation Inventory Study was conducted in March 2012
to inform future management planning processes for protected areas identified in the
Wóoshtin wudidaa. A key component of the study was a public open house held in
Atlin. This open house was intended to identify public recreation interests in the
proposed new conservancies and Atlin/A Téix’gi Aan Tlein Park. This information was
incorporated into the background information for the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy
management planning process.
The first phase of the management planning process occurred between August 2012
and February 2013. This phase involved collecting background information, obtaining
key stakeholder input, and conducting ecosystem and cultural heritage assessments.
The second phase of the management planning process began in March 2013 and is
expected to be completed in December 2017. This phase involves BC Parks and the
Taku River Tlingit First Nation drafting the management plan and obtaining public input
to the draft plan.
The third phase of the management planning process is expected to occur between
December 2017 and February 2017. This phase involves incorporating feedback from
public input into the final management plan and obtaining the necessary approvals.
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2

Values and Roles of the Conservancy

2.1 Significance in the Protected Areas System
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is an important component of the Taku River Tlingit
Tlatsini4 vision for a network of protected areas across the Taku River Tlingit First Nation
territory.
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy fulfills regionally important cultural heritage and
recreation roles and internationally important conservation roles within the Province’s
parks and protected areas system. The most significant of these include:


protecting a culturally significant landscape for Tlingit people; and,



protecting important year round Caribou and summer and fall Grizzly Bear
habitat.

These values are described in more detail below.

2.2 Cultural Values
The Tlingit name for this area is K’iyán which means hemlock tree. Hemlock holds
significance to the Tlingit people as it was used to make brush houses along the coast.
This protected area encompasses a high value Tlingit cultural landscape centred on
K’iyán, also known as Mount Minto, and sometimes called Jubilee Mountain, a
prominent peak visible from throughout the region. K’iyán/Mount Minto is a sacred
mountain to the Tlingit people. There is a Tlingit legend that talks about a raft that was
tied to this mountain during a great flood. According to Tlingit legend, the remnant of
the rope used to tie the raft to the mountain remains on one of the ridges near the
mountain top, and has turned to stone (see Appendix 2 for a K’iyán Story told by Taku
River Tlingit Elder Jackie Williams).
The conservancy has moderate levels of Taku River Tlingit cultural feature
representation in relation to other portions of Taku River Tlingit territory. There are several
documented camps along the shoreline of Atlin Lake to the east of K’iyán/ Mount
Minto and adjacent to the small lakes immediately west of the peak. A traditional Tlingit
trail winds up the south side of K’iyán/Mount Minto. The shoreline of Atlin Lake and the
group of lakes to the west of the mountain have moderate to high Tlingit traditional
land use potential. The Atlin Lake shoreline and adjacent forests are used by Tlingit
harvesters for hunting, fishing, and berry picking. The whole of the K’iyán/Mount Minto
has documented use for trapping.

4

Tlatsini means “places that make us strong.”
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2.3 Natural Values
2.3.1 Terrestrial Ecosystems
Physiography & Climate
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy lies within the Yukon Southern Lakes Ecoregion. This
ecoregion is characterized by a gently rolling upland, with wide valleys separating
isolated mountains. In the past, this area was largely covered by glaciers that moved
northward off the Boundary Ranges to the southwest where they came into contact
with glaciers from the Skeena Mountains.
Within the Yukon Southern Lakes Ecoregion, Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy can be
found within the Teslin Plateau Ecosection. The climate of this ecosection is dry and
subarctic with numerous strong rain shadows. The area can receive moist Pacific air
moving over the mountains to the west and experience summertime surface heating
off the many water bodies which create convective currents resulting in localized
showers, high humidity and cumulus clouds. During the winter and early spring, dense,
cold Arctic air can invade the area, moving down over the mountains of the Yukon.
This, in addition to the short daylight hours, can result in extremely cold temperatures
and heavy cloud cover for extended periods of
time.
Rock types found within the Mount Minto/K’iyán
Conservancy consist of basalt lava formed at a
mid-ocean ridge, limestone reefs, deep water
sedimentary rocks (argillite and chert), and bodies
of serpentine (a dense igneous rock brought up
from the mantle along deep faults).

Vegetation
Vegetative communities are the basis for wildlife habitats and contribute to the cultural
and recreational features in the conservancy. The dominant ecosystem in the Mount
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is the Boreal White and Black Spruce (BWBS) forest. SpruceWillow-Birch shrublands occur on mid-elevation slopes while herb rich Boreal Altai
Fescue Alpine is common on upper ridges.
Black spruce is common around wetlands and muskeg and white spruce can be found
on the deeper alluvial soils in the BWBS. Other major tree species include lodgepole
pine, balsam poplar, tamarack, subalpine fir, common paper birch, and Alaska paper
birch. Most of the BWBS forest is in various successional stages as forest fires are
common.
Small pockets of grassland and scrub communities can be found on steep, south facing
slopes. These grassland/shrub steppes generally consist of various sedge and rush
species, northern Jacob’s ladder, northern sawort, Taimyr campion, wedge-leaved
primrose, Gorman’s penstemon, arctic dock, as well as Davis’ Maydell’s and
Scamman’s locoweed.
Currently, there are no documented occurrences of plant and ecological communities
at risk within Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy.
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Wildlife
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy
provides habitat for a large variety of wildlife
species including ungulates, large
carnivores, small mammals, raptors,
waterfowl, song birds, and a host of
invertebrate and amphibian species. Large
carnivores such as Wolf, Black and Grizzly
Bears are commonly found within the
conservancy. Common ungulate species present include Moose and Caribou. Smaller
mammals include Wolverine, Red Squirrel, Fisher, Collared Pika, Purple Martin, and
Meadow Jumping Mouse.
The Caribou found in the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy belong to the Carcross
herd of the northern mountain population. This population is blue-listed in British
Columbia and designated as a Special Concern under the federal Species at Risk
Act (SARA). There is a relatively large amount of suitable winter habitat for Caribou
found within the conservancy.
Another blue-listed wildlife species found in the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is
the Grizzly Bear. Grizzly Bears are usually solitary opportunistic omnivores that require
expansive seasonal and annual home ranges throughout a variety of habitats
including low elevation forests and wetlands.

2.3.2 Aquatic Ecosystems
Water
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy protects portions of two major watersheds: 56% of
the conservancy is in the Tagish River watershed and 44% of the conservancy is in the
Atlin River watershed. Both of these watersheds flow into the Yukon River drainage
basin, which then travels north to the Bering Sea.
Only a small portion of the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is covered by lakes and
rivers (approximately 1.5%). Also, 7.2 kilometers of the Atlin Lake shoreline makes up the
conservancy boundary.

Wetlands
Wetlands are important habitat for a variety of species especially waterfowl, migratory
birds and fish. As nature’s filters, wetlands hold water during periods of high water and
release water during drier spells. Approximately 78 hectares of Mount Minto/K’iyán
Conservancy is considered wetland. Virtually all of these wetlands are found within the
lowlands of the BWBS forests.

Fish
Little is known about the fish values in the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy as only a
small portion of the conservancy is covered by lakes and rivers. Adjacent to the
conservancy, however, Atlin Lake has a diversity of fish species.
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2.4 Recreation and Tourism Values
Although use levels are low, Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy has the potential for
hiking, climbing and backcountry skiing. As K’iyán/Mount Minto is a prominent
landscape feature, the top of the mountain provides impressive views of the southern
lakes region. The area is also used for hunting Moose and Caribou.

2.5 Other Conservancy Attributes
Commercial mushroom harvesting is increasing in British Columbia. The abundance of
mushrooms in a given area is influenced by the presence of recent forest fire activity. As
such, mushroom sites vary from year to year. The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy has
the potential for mushroom sites. Commercial mushroom pickers are required to apply
for a park use permit.
The entire conservancy is within one trapline territory and one guide outfitting territory.
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3

Management Direction

3.1 Ecosystem-Based Management
Ecosystem-based management is a holistic approach to managing natural values that
integrates ecological, social and economic considerations into management
decisions. There are many definitions of ecosystem-based management; common
among them is that a landscape level approach5 is used to sustain ecosystem
processes by incorporating the best existing ecological knowledge along with human
considerations (e.g., social and economic considerations such as protecting facilities
and adjacent commercial forests from wildfire). The ecosystem-based management
approach used in Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy will be based on the following set
of principles:





Ecosystems are maintained and conserved within a dynamic and changing
environment.
Ecological boundaries are considered when making management decisions.
Ecological, social, economic, and traditional knowledge considerations are
integrated recognizing that humans are part of the ecosystem.
Inter-agency cooperation is essential given that ecosystems extend beyond
jurisdictional boundaries.

3.2 Management Objectives and Strategies
The Wóoshtin wudidaa provides a general set of objectives and management direction
that apply within all protected areas created as a result of the land use plan (See
Appendix A). The following sections summarize specific objectives and strategies for
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy, consistent with Wóoshtin wudidaa.

3.2.1 Cultural Heritage Management
Context, Issues and Opportunities
A key management intent for all protected areas in the Wóoshtin wudidaa is to protect
and enhance cultural and heritage resources, and maintain Tlingit khustiyxh. Wóoshtin
wudidaa identifies “category C” cultural sites to show cultural landscapes within the
protected areas that have special significance to the Tlingits. A “category C” cultural
site is located over K’iyán/Mount Minto in recognition of the important cultural features
and values linked of the area. Specific issues and opportunities within Mount
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy include:



5

Some cultural heritage features, archaeological sites and traditional use locations
are documented, but information gathering is ongoing. Where there is limited
information, it is difficult to ensure that cultural heritage values are protected.
Some allowable land uses within the conservancy may cause unintended
disturbance to Tlingit archaeological, cultural heritage, and traditional use sites,
activities and resources.

A landscape level approach is one that considers ecological processes at the landscape scale such
as climate change adaptation, natural disturbance, the movement of organisms, evolution, and
ecosystem development.
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Highlighting the aboriginal history and importance of the conservancy to visitors.
Protecting the integrity of the “category C” Tlingit cultural site while maintaining
opportunities for compatible uses consistent with the management intent for Tlingit
cultural sites.

Objectives and Strategies
Management Objective
A. Protect and encourage
respect for Tlingit
archaeological, cultural
heritage, and traditional
use sites, activities and
resources.

Management Strategy
1. As resources allow, support historical and
ethnographic research, cultural heritage field
mapping, and inventory programs where
knowledge gaps exist.
2. Apply Cultural Zoning to “category C” Tlingit
cultural sites as shown on Figure 3.
3. Prohibit the removal or alteration of Tlingit
cultural material or property unless agreed to by
BC Parks and Taku River Tlingit First Nation.
4. Develop and install signage to prevent impacts to
cultural sites, material and/or property as
appropriate.
5. Support opportunities for Tlingit representatives
to participate in archaeological and/or cultural
research.
6. As resources allow, support efforts to establish
and implement a Tlingit guardian program, to
monitor the condition and use of archaeological,
cultural heritage and traditional use sites.

B. Maintain opportunities for the
exercise of Tlingit khustiyxh
(way of life).

7. Support efforts to provide cultural programs
(e.g. teaching or demonstrating ceremonies of
traditional, spiritual or religious significance).
8. Minimize impacts to cultural sites and intensive
traditional use areas by encouraging low impact
recreational use on K’iyán/Mount Minto.

C.

Interpret and share (where
appropriate) Tlingit culture
and the pioneer settlement
and development history.

9. Ensure that conservancy publications, website,
etc. provide information to the public about, and
promote respect for, Tlingit cultural values and
resources in Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy.
10. Work with the ministry responsible for highways
to post signage at the Hitchcock Creek rest stop
on Atlin Road to highlight the conservancy and
its cultural, natural and recreational values.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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3.2.2 Natural Values Management
Context, Issues and Opportunities
Another key management intent for all protected areas in Wóoshtin wudidaa is to
protect the diversity of natural environments, including wildlife habitat values, riparian
and aquatic ecosystems, and wilderness quality. Specific issues and opportunities within
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy include:



Plant and ecological community lists for the area are identified broadly and further
refinement is necessary to understand what is found within the conservancy.
Focal species habitat mapping was modelled at a small scale and further
refinement is necessary to better understand the habitat and use within the
conservancy (particularly for Caribou).

Climate Change Considerations
The climate trend in the Atlin Taku area is typified by warmer temperatures and more
precipitation. The increase in precipitation occurs throughout the year with a higher
increase in winter and summer. The increase in temperature is most notable in winter
months. Climate change in northwestern British Columbia has many major implications
on terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity across all scales (genetic, species, ecosystems, as
well as the interactions among them) (Pojar, 2009). What this means for the species and
ecosystems in the Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy is not fully understood. The
combination of all protected areas and other resource management direction in the
Wóoshtin wudidaa plan area and in neighbouring areas assists in providing ecological
connectivity within and beyond the plan area and provides places where nature can
adapt to a changing climate.

Objectives and Strategies
Management Objective

Management Strategy

D. Protect the diversity of
natural environments,
including wildlife habitat
values, riparian and aquatic
ecosystems, and
wilderness quality.

11. Manage recreation and other allowable uses to
avoid impacts on important wildlife and fish
habitat.

E.

13. As resources allow, undertake field studies to
determine the presence and distribution of rare
ecological communities and species at risk or of
management concern.

Increase knowledge of
Caribou habitat and use,
and rare plants and
ecosystems.

12. Evaluate the presence, distribution and threat of
introduced species and undertake management
initiatives as needed.

14. Liaise with agencies and First Nations involved in
fish and wildlife management to identify research,
inventory, and monitoring needs in and around
the conservancy.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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F.

Gain a better
understanding of the
impact of climate change
on species and ecosystems.

15. Support programs designed to monitor
environmental change and impacts.
16. Identify species and ecosystems sensitive to
climate change and initiate adaptive management
practices and processes if required.

3.2.3 Respectful Use of Natural Resources
Recreation and Tourism Management
Context, Issues & Opportunities
Another key management intent for all protected areas in the Wóoshtin wudidaa is to
provide recreational opportunities including fishing and hunting. Specific issues and
opportunities within Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy include:



Confirming direction for managing commercial recreation in the conservancy.
Confirming appropriate recreational activities and development compatible
with the cultural and conservation values.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Objectives and Strategies
Management Objective 3.2.4

Management Strategy

G. Manage recreation and
commercial recreation
activities in a manner that
maintains a largely
undisturbed natural
environment and is
consistent with the
management intent for all
protected areas in the
Wóoshtin wudidaa.

17. Ensure recreation activities are conducted in
accordance with all access, natural value and
cultural heritage management direction in this
management plan.
18. Allow motorized boat access to the conservancy.
19. Allow snowmobile use in the Natural Environment
Zone. If negative impacts to important wildlife
habitat and use are found, implement measures to
mitigate impacts (e.g., closing specific areas).
20. Allow a remote hiking route to be marked from Atlin
Lake to the top of Mount Minto via the south side of
the mountain.
21. Allow low impact backcountry camping in the
conservancy. Consider designating camping sites if
necessary to mitigate impacts.
22. Allow commercial floatplane access to the
conservancy. Only support commercial helicopter
access for research and management purposes.
23. Allow dog sledding, hang gliding, and paragliding in
the Conservancy. If negative impacts to conservancy
values are found, implement measures to mitigate
impacts.

Resource Management
Context, Issues & Opportunities
Trapping opportunities for the benefit of present and future generations is one of the
overall objectives for all protected areas in the Wóoshtin wudidaa. Another potential
economic opportunity is commercial mushroom harvesting. The greatest potential for
impact of this activity is through the various means of access.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Objectives and Strategies
Management Objective
H. Maintain opportunities for
registered trapping and other
resource uses that are
consistent with the
management intent for
protected areas in the
Wóoshtin wudidaa.

Management Strategy
24. Recognize registered trapping as a legitimate use
in the conservancy pursuant to all laws and
statutes.
25. Ensure trapping activities are conducted in
accordance with all access, natural value and
cultural heritage management direction provided
in this management plan.
26. Allow low impact (e.g. foot access only)
commercial mushroom harvesting, subject to a
park use permit(s).

3.3 Zoning Plan
This management plan uses zoning to assist in the planning and management of the
Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy. In general terms, zoning divides an area into logical
units to apply consistent management objectives for protection of protected area
values. The zones reflect the intended land use, existing patterns of use, the degree of
human use desired, and the level of management and development required. Zoning
provides visitors and managers with a quick visual representation and appreciation on
how a particular protected area is managed.
The Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy has two zones. The objective for each zone and
a brief discussion on the size, zone boundary and management intent is described
below. A zoning map is provided in Figure 3.

Cultural Zone
Objective
To protect the integrity of Tlingit cultural features and resources within the Mount
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy.

Description
This zone corresponds with a “category C” cultural site in the Wóoshtin wudidaa. The
Cultural Zone is 1,607 hectares in size and makes up 28% of the conservancy.
This zone is oriented to protect cultural values and intensive traditional use areas. Visitor
access may be restricted while cultural activities are being undertaken.
Compatible recreational activities that do not conflict with, or detract from, the cultural
values are permissible in this zone. Examples of activities that would generally be
allowed include nature and cultural appreciation and use, hiking, backpacking,
backcountry camping, cross-country skiing, hunting, fishing and snowshoeing.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Facility development related to Tlingit khustiyxh (way of life) may occur in this zone.
Recreational facilities other than those that support the low-impact compatible
activities identified above will not be allowed.

Natural Environment Zone6
Objective
To protect scenic and cultural values, to provide backcountry recreation opportunities
and to maintain opportunities for exercising Tlingit khustiyxh (way of life) in a largely
undisturbed natural environment.

Description
This zone is 4,050 hectares in size and makes up 72% of the conservancy.
This zone is oriented to maintaining a natural environment to support Tlingit khustiyxh
(way of life) and high quality nature-oriented recreation experiences. Nature-oriented
recreation activities are encouraged in this zone. Examples include nature and cultural
appreciation and use, hiking, backpacking, backcountry skiing and snowshoeing.
Snowmobile use is permissible in this zone as directed in management strategy 19 on
page 14.
Human presence on the land is not normally visible in this zone. Minimal facility
development for public recreation activities will only occur to minimize impacts to the
environment and to provide information to the public. Examples include trail signage
and primitive camping support facilities. Facilities must be visually compatible with the
natural setting.

6

This zone has the same intent as the Nature Recreation Zone in the BC Parks Zoning Framework.
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Figure 3: Zoning Map
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4 Plan Implementation
4.1

Key Performance Measures

Key performance measures based on the concept of adaptive management will guide
BC Parks and Taku River Tlingit First Nation in the implementation of the Mount
Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Management Plan. Priority management objectives will be
monitored and evaluated in an adaptive management process. The use of
performance measures also provides a mechanism to report out on operational
activities. As such, the performance measures table in Appendix 4 will be used to track
the status of the priority objectives in the management plan.

4.1.1 Adaptive Management Process

Management Planning
Modifying & Reporting


Develop annual
workplans




Evaluating



4.2

Evaluate key
performance indicators
Evaluate operational
objectives and actions

Develop management
objectives and actions
Develop key
performance indicators

Implementing



Establish monitoring
programs
Implement
management actions

Management Plan Review

The management plan will be reviewed as required by BC Parks and Taku River Tlingit
First Nation. A management plan review looks for any necessary updates to the
management plan that: are required to keep management direction current and
relevant; correct the intent of a policy statement; address some error or omission; or,
address a new proposal. Any updates or changes to the content of the management
plan will be addressed through a formal management plan amendment process. The
amendment process will include an opportunity for public input.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Appendix 1: Management Direction for all Protected Areas
from Wóoshtin wudidaa: Atlin Taku Land Use Plan
Objectives for All Protected Areas
1.

Protect the diversity of natural environments, including wildlife habitat values, riparian
and aquatic ecosystems, salmon-bearing watersheds and wilderness quality.

2.

Protect Tlingit cultural sites, features, and landscapes, and maintain opportunities for
the practice of Tlingit khustiyxh (way of life), including the following:
-

Hunting, trapping and fishing;

-

Gathering traditional foods;

-

Gathering plants for medicinal and ceremonial purposes;

-

Cutting selected trees for ceremonial purposes;

-

Conducting, teaching or demonstrating ceremonies of traditional, spiritual or
religious significance;

-

Seeking cultural or spiritual inspiration; and

-

Constructing and using shelters, such as camps and cabins.

3.

Protect heritage resources and values associated with pioneer settlement and
development.

4.

Assist in providing ecological connectivity within and beyond the Plan Area.

5.

Provide places where nature can adapt to a changing climate.

6.

Maintain natural conditions for the benefit, recreation, education and enjoyment of
present and future generations, including opportunities for hunting, trapping and
fishing.

7.

Enable sustainable economic development activity consistent with Tlingit social,
ceremonial and cultural uses, and where appropriate to the zoning and resource
management direction for each protected area.

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Implementation Direction for All Protected Areas
a)

Management emphasis will be placed on maintaining the ecosystems, cultural and
recreational resource values and natural features for which the protected areas were
established.

b) Activities within protected areas will be managed with the intent to avoid impacts on
First Nations cultural values and uses, including Tlingit Cultural Sites identified on Map
14 in the Land Use Plan.
c)

Activities within protected areas will be managed with the intent to avoid impacts on
wildlife and fish habitat, wilderness aesthetics and visual quality.

d) Commercial logging, mineral exploration and development, major hydroelectric or
wind power generation and development, oil and gas development, and other similar
types of industrial uses are not allowed in protected areas.
e)

Small scale hydroelectric and wind power generation is potentially acceptable for
facilities such as cabins and lodges within protected areas, where consistent with the
values and resource management direction for the protected areas.

f)

Development of new roads is not allowed within protected areas, except as noted in
Section 8.5 in the Land Use Plan (area specific implementation direction shown below).

g)

The mineral tenures listed in appendix G in the Land Use Plan will be excluded from the
protected areas. If these tenures expire, the areas will be recommended for inclusion
in the protected Areas.

h) Existing tenures including licences and leases that are eligible to continue under the
Park Act will be grandfathered into newly established protected areas where
consistent with the resource management direction for that protected area.
i)

Protected area management plans are to be developed collaboratively with the benefit
of First Nations, public, and inter-agency participation. Protected area management
plans may further define management objectives specific to each protected area, as
well as acceptable uses and levels of use, zoning, and other strategies to minimize
conflicts and help to ensure the integrity of important protected area values.

j)

Trapping, guide outfitting and commercial recreation are acceptable activities within
protected areas, except as noted in Section 8.5 of the Land Use Plan (area specific
implementation direction shown below). Further specific resource management
direction for these activities may be provided in protected area management plans.

k)

Hunting, fishing and non-commercial recreation are acceptable activities within
protected areas, except as noted below in Section 8.5 of the Land Use Plan (area
specific implementation direction shown below).

Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy Draft Management Plan
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Appendix 2: Jackie Williams K’iyán Story
The following is from an unpublished transcript with Elder Jackie Williams that describes
the K’iyán legend:
This story is about the mountain they called K’iyán, which means “hemlock tree” in
our language. They named the mountain K’iyán because it is the only place around
Â Tlén (Atlin) where the hemlock tree grows. The hemlock tree is supposed to grow
at the foot of the mountain by the lake on the eastern side. On the white man’s
map, K’iyán is the highest mountain around Â Tlèn.
And the Old People used to say that when the rivers rose and the world was
flooding, the Indian Doctors from the T’ákhú told the Native People to make a raft.
So they made a raft and anchored it with a giant rope to the top of K’iyán so it
would not float away. When the water started going down, it drained to the north.
So the raft floated towards the north as it was anchored to K’iyán. And as the raft
came to rest on the north slope of K’iyán, both the raft and the giant rope turned to
stone. They can still be found there today. The giant rope is all curled up.
As the years went by, I learned from the White People that they also believed the
world was flooded a long time ago. This is the history I am talking about now. Many
years have gone by, but our Tlingit ways match up with the ways of the White
People in a good way.
There is supposed to be two markers on K’iyán today: the raft with the rope close to
the top of the mountain, and the hemlock tree that grows at the foot of the
mountain. And the hemlock tree is important because it is a marker for the clan
house of the Yanyédí. We used to make our brush houses out of it on the coast
where the Yanyédí come from. There are only a few places where the hemlock tree
grows on the T’ákhú or Â Tlèn areas, and each one is an important marker for the
Yanyédí. The hemlock tree grows on K’iyán in Kúkhhittán territory so that the
Kúkhhittán will always remember to work with the Yanyédí in a good way. K’iyán is
considered to be neutral territory for the two clans.
I remember a local outfitter group was climbing all the mountains around here so
they could put cairns on top of them. And they climbed up K’iyán because they
could not get horses all the way up there. So they climbed up and were building the
cairn on top of the mountain when one of the guys who was working as a cook
turned back to prepare dinner. So he started down for their camp on the north end
of Â Tlèn, and went down the north slope of K’iyán. And he told me he saw the giant
rope all curled up in a coil, and it had turned into rock. He said: “It wasn’t a twisted
rope like nowadays. This rope was braided.” He told me there was nothing else that
he could see, it was just that rope that had turned to rock.
And when he told me about this, I never said anything. I just listened to him. I figured
it was exactly what the Old People talked about. It fits right in to their story. It is Indian
law, and the Crow People are under Indian law. K’iyán was put there by Mother
Earth as part of that law, so it is a natural place and belongs to both the Crow and
Wolf People.”
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Appendix 3: Appropriate Uses Table
The following table lists existing and potential future uses in the Mount Minto/K’iyán
Conservancy. This is not an exhaustive list of uses that may be considered in this
conservancy.
The table is provided to summarize the uses that the management planning process
has confirmed are not appropriate in Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy. The table also
gives a general indication of the management direction for potentially appropriate
uses. Appropriate uses may be geographically restricted (i.e., only allowed in certain
areas of Mount Minto/K’iyán Conservancy) or are only appropriate at certain times of
the year. The table must be reviewed in conjunction with the other sections of the
management plan, including the role descriptions, vision, objectives and strategies.

Legend
N

Not an
appropriate
use

The use is not appropriate in the indicated zone. If
the use currently exists but the management
planning process has determined that the use is no
longer appropriate in all or part of the protected
area, the management plan will include strategies
for ending the activity (e.g., phasing out, closing).

Y

May be an
appropriate
use

Some level or extent of this use may be appropriate
in the zone indicated. The management plan may
provide guidance on the appropriate level of use
and may address specific restrictions or planned
enhancements (e.g. capacity, designated areas for
a particular activity, party size, time of year, etc.).
For new or expanded uses, this symbol indicates that
the use may be considered for further evaluation.
The appropriateness of some activities may not be
confirmed until a further assessment (e.g., BC Parks
Impact Assessment Process) or evaluation process
(e.g., park use permit adjudication) is completed.

N/A

Not an
applicable
use

It is not feasible for the use to take place in this zone
(e.g., mooring buoys in a terrestrial zone).
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Cultural
Zone

Natural
Environment
Zone

Aircraft Landing/Takeoff

Y

Y

Boating (human powered and
electrical

Y

Y

Boating (combustion engine)

Y

Y

As per strategy 18.

Camping (designated sites)

Y

Y

As per strategy 21.

Camping (undesignated sites)

Y

Y

As per strategy 21.

Commercial Filming

Y

Y

Pursuant to s. 8(6) and
9(6.1) of the Park Act.

Commercial Mushroom
Harvesting

Y

Y

As per strategy 26.

Dog Sledding

Y

Y

As per strategy 23.

Fish Stocking and
Enhancement

N

N

Grazing (domestic livestock)

N

N

Hang Gliding/Para Gliding
Launching

Y

Y

Heli-Skiing

N

N

Hiking

Y

Y

Horse and Pack Animal Use

N

N

Hunting

Y

Y

Land-based Mechanized
Activity (e.g., mountain biking)

N

N

Land-based Motorized Activity
(e.g., 4x4, motorcycles, ATVnot including snowmobiles,
snowcats or aircraft landings)

N

N

Skiing (downhill groomed
and/or tracked skiing)

N

N

Skiing (cross country and
backcountry)

Y

Y

Snowmobiling

Y

Y

Snowcat Use

N

N

Trapping

Y

Y

Activities
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Considerations for the
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Cultural
Zone

Natural
Environment
Zone

Administrative Buildings and
Compounds

N

N

Boat Launches

N

N

Boat Wharves and Docks

Y

Y

Cabins, Huts and Shelters (as
defined in the Fixed Roof
Accommodation Policy)

N

N

Campgrounds (vehicle accessed)

N

N

Communication Sites and Towers

N

N

Designated Camping Sites (vehicle
accessed)

N

N

Designated Camping Sites (not
vehicle accessed)

Y

Y

Fish Stocking and Enhancement
Infrastructure

N

N

Hydro Electric Projects and
Infrastructure (local run of river)

N

N

Interpretive Signage

Y

Y

Lodges (as defined in the Fixed Roof
Accommodation Policy)

N

N

Log Storage and Dump Sites

N

N

Parking Lots

N

N

Picnic Areas (vehicle accessed)

N

N

Roads

N

N

Ski Facilities (vehicle accessed and
serviced)

N

N

Trails

Y

Y

Utility Corridor Infrastructure

N

N

Visitor Information / Interpretation
Buildings

N

N

Water Control Structures

N

N

Facilities/Infrastructure
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As per strategy 21.
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Appendix 4: Performance Measures Table
Objective

Indicator

Target

Status

Cultural Heritage Management
B. Maintain opportunities for the exercise
of Tlingit khustiyxh (way of life)

Exercise of Tlingit
khustiyxh

No reported
impediments
to Tlingit
khustiyxh
caused by
conservancy
recreation and
management
activities.

C. Interpret and share (where
appropriate) Tlingit culture and the
pioneer settlement and development
History.

Amount and type of
information available
to the public.

Increased
information available
to the public.

Natural Values Management
E. Increase knowledge of Caribou habitat
and use, and rare plants and ecosystems
in the conservancy.

Research, inventory,
and monitoring
activities.

Completion of
research,
inventory, and
monitoring
activities.

Respectful Use of Natural Resources
G. Manage recreation and commercial
recreation activities in a manner that
maintains a largely undisturbed natural
environment and is consistent with the
management intent for all protected
areas in the Wóoshtin wudidaa.

Public hiking
opportunity
up Mount
Minto
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up Mount
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