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Vision Statement
This Vision Statement describes the future state and management regime that is desired for
Silver Star Park over the next 25 to 50 years. The vision provides long-term direction for park
managers, aiding them in making decisions regarding current issues, while providing the general
public a realistic snapshot of the how the park’s values will endure over the long-term. It is
based on prevailing environmental and socio-economic attitudes concerning protected areas. It
is, however, dynamic and conceptual and therefore allows for change due to evolving ideas
regarding conservation, recreation and evolving ecosystems due to climate changes.

From its vantage high above the North Okanagan and Shuswap valleys, Silver Star
Park safeguards a fragile sub-alpine environment that is not only a refuge for a
variety of wildlife and their intrinsic habitats but serves as a scenic backdrop for a
range of outdoor pursuits. Management of diverse recreation opportunities has
been balanced by guiding facility enhancements to core areas, thereby
conserving the integrity of the park’s wilderness attributes.
When resources have been available and under the lens of adapting to global
climate change, a coordinated approach to forest health monitoring and fire
management has been deployed, to ensure not only protection of the park’s
multiple sensitive watershed characteristics but also its highly valued recreational
infrastructure.
Indigenous peoples continue to utilize the park’s diverse environments for cultural
and traditional purposes, as they have for thousands of years. Through ongoing
collaboration, a greater understanding of the vital caretaker role that First Nations
assume over the landscape has meaningfully enhanced the park’s resiliency so
that it may endure for generations to come.
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1.0 Introduction
1.1 Management Plan Purpose
The purpose of this document is to guide the management of Silver Star Park. This management
plan:
•
•
•
•
•

articulates the key features and values of the park;
identifies the types and levels of management activities;
determines the appropriate levels of use and development;
establishes the long-term vision and management objectives to be met; and,
responds to current and predicted future threats and opportunities by defining a set of
management strategies.

1.2 Planning Area
Silver Star Park (5,573 hectares) is located approximately 15 kilometres northeast of the City of Vernon.
The park resides within the North Okanagan Regional District. Main access to the park is via Silver Star
Road, a paved two-lane road that starts at a key intersection with Highway 97A within the City of Vernon
(see Figure 1).
Nearby parks and protected areas include Enderby Cliffs Park (20 kilometres to the north), Vance Creek
Ecological Reserve (11 kilometres to the southeast), Mabel Lake Park (3 kilometres to the northeast) and
Kalamalka Lake Park (18 kilometres to the southwest).
The park is located within the Shuswap River Highlands Ecosection at an elevational range of 1,358 to
1,825 metres above sea level. The landscape is largely forest covered, composed of rounded mountains
dominated by Engelmann spruce, subalpine-fir, ponderosa pine and lodgepole pine, complemented with
ridges, gentle subalpine slopes and small lakes. The park has the unique characteristic of being situated
at the headwaters of five creek drainages (Fortune, Putnam, Vance, Coldwater and BX creeks); as such, it
provides a key role in protecting watershed integrity. The park envelopes SilverStar Mountain Resort
and its Controlled Recreation Area (CRA). The CRA and the private land holdings related to SilverStar
Mountain Resort are not part of the park (see Figure 2).

1.3 Legislative Framework
Silver Star Park was originally established as a provincial park by Order in Council 601/1940 in May 1940
under the authority of the Forest Act. Approximately 8,935 hectares of land were removed from the
Aberdeen Mountain Forest Reserve to establish the park. In December 1940, it was designated as a Class
A park through Order in Council (OIC 1660/1940 ). In July 1958, it was reclassifed as a Class C Park (OIC
1740/1958). In June 1978, it was reclassified as a recreation area (OIC 1574/1978). In March 1989, it
was once again reclassified as a Class A park (OIC 392/1989). Between 1940 (the park’s orginal
establishment date) and 2004, the park underwent several boundary modifications. Silver Star Park
(5,573 hectares) was named and described in Schedule C of the Protected Areas of British Columbia Act
in 2008.
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Figure 1: Provincial and regional context map of Silver Star Park
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Figure 2: Context map of Silver Star Park
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1.4 Relationship with First Nations and Local Communities
First Nations have historically used much of the land that makes up the provincial protected area
system for traditional practices such as hunting and fishing. Moreover, many parks are important as
sources of natural medicines and foods, or as sacred sites. Respect for First Nations traditions,
culture and communities is an important part of BC Parks’ future. BC Parks is dedicated to
reconciliation with First Nations and committed to implementing the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. BC
Parks is guided by the Draft Principles that Guide the Province of British Columbia’s Relationship
with Indigenous Peoples.
The land established as Silver Star Park is located within the traditional territories of the
Secwepemc (Neskonlith, Little Shuswap, Adams Lake Indian bands, and the Splatsin), three bands of
the Okanagan Nation Alliance (Okanagan, Lower Similkameen, Penticton) and the Upper Nicola
Band.
The management plan encourages the expansion of relationships between BC Parks and these First
Nations in a number of areas to ensure that management of the park considers and integrates their
traditional uses and values.
Nothing in the management plan abrogates, derogates, creates or affirms Section 35 (Constitution
Act- Canada) rights and is without prejudice to the legal position of the aforementioned First
Nations Communities.
BC Parks maintains a close relationship with the City of Vernon, the District of Coldstream, the
Township of Spallumcheen, the City of Armstrong and the North Okanagan Regional District to
ensure that local community needs are considered within the management of the park. The park
also serves an essential role in the upper tributary protection of three community watersheds (see
Figure 3).
There is considerable economic benefit to local and regional communities linked directly to the
park as its diverse recreational opportunities attracts a high volume of visitors from outside the
area. The park serves as an important gateway to SilverStar Mountain Resort, thereby capturing
visitation and appreciation from those seeking respite from the urban environment in the valley
below. Both the recreational opportunities and ecological diversity the park provides has instilled a
strong sense of advocacy amongst community members and groups towards a common goal of
long-term protection and conservation in the region.

1.5 Historical Land Use and Context
In the early 1900s many large mineral claims were registered over what was known as Aberdeen
Mountain (changed to Silver Star Mountain in 1952). Claim names such as Prince of Wales, Aberdeen
and Silver Star were indicative of the European influence and exploration of the area. Names such as
Fortune Lake also reflect the optimistic mining prospects of the time.
In the early 1930s, the area was becoming increasingly popular as a backcountry ski touring destination
and several trails were established, and warming cabins erected (including what was known as the Silver
Star Ski Club cabin at Sovereign Lake). 1938 witnessed the creation of the Sovereign Lake Nordic Club.
During this time, a local Bishop and avid mountaineer, Arthur Sovereign (a small lake in the park was
later named in his honor), was instrumental in championing protection of the Silver Star area.
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In the late 1950s, following road improvements, there was interest in the development of a downhill ski
area resulting in the formation of the Silver Star Development Association (later becoming Silver Star
Sports Ltd.). Over the subsequent two decades, momentum gathered on downhill ski facility
development, resulting in the deletion of the downhill ski infrastructure/footprint from the boundary of
the park in 1978.
Snowmobile use of the park area became more formalized in the late 1960s, and with the establishment
of the Vernon Snowmobile Association (formerly the Vernon Snowmobile Club) efforts were put
towards establishing, with BC Parks oversight, designated routes within Silver Star Park. The
construction of the snowmobile chalet within the park was carried out in 1967, being the first of its kind
in western Canada. In 1988, BC Parks constructed the Black Prince Cabin to complement the Nordic ski
trail system in the park.

Plate 1: The Vernon Snowmobile Association Cabin (top) and the Black Prince Cabin (bottom)
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Plate 2: The park offers snowmobile terrain that is popular with novice to intermediate riders

Plate 3: The park has become a snowshoeing destination for locals and tourists
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Figure 3: Map of community watersheds within Silver Star Park
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1.6 Adjacent Land Use
Silver Star Park is surrounded primarily by provincial Crown land, with the exception of private land
holdings bordering the southwest (main) portal to the park. The location of SilverStar Mountain Resort
and its associated Controlled Recreation Area creates a somewhat discontinuous park boundary, with
one smaller fragment of the park in the southeast being completely severed from the balance of the
park (see Figure 2).
The land area adjacent to the park is part of the timber harvesting land base (Okanagan Timber Supply Block 4); as such, cut blocks and road networks associated with forest harvesting are prevalent. A 1,882hectare recreation site, established under provisions of the Forest and Range Practices Act, set aside for
snowmobile activities shares interface with the northern boundary of the park and serves to add
diversity of riding terrain on Crown land for snowmobilers that are predominantly using Silver Star Park
as a departure point. A day use cabin (the Armstrong Cabin) is also located within the recreation site.
There is a small concentration of active placer tenure cells located along the eastern flank of the park
boundary, whereas the western boundary has mineral tenures within approximately 500 metres of the
park boundary (see Figure 4).

1.7 Existing Permits and Authorizations
There are currently three primary forms of park use authorizations (park use permits) active within the
park as described in Table 1 below.
Permit Holder

Permit Type

Activity

The Vernon Snowmobile Association

Land Use Occupancy

Snowmobile trail use
and maintenance

Sovereign Lake Nordic Club

Commercial
Recreation

Nordic skiing and
snowshoe trail
operations and
maintenance

City of Armstrong

Land Use Occupancy

Water Storage/dam
operation

British Columbia Hydro and Power
Authority

BC Hydro - Land
Use/Occupancy

Electrical utilities

North Okanagan Radio Amateur
Club

Land Use Occupancy

Repeater station

Okanagan Recreational Rentals Ltd.

Commercial
Recreation

Snowmobile rentals

BRKN Pooch Partners (Division of
0916239 B.C. Ltd.)

Commercial
Recreation

Dog walking
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Elements Adventure Company Ltd.

Commercial
Recreation

Winter activities
(guided), nonmotorized

Private Individual

Commercial
Recreation

Snowbike (motorized)
rentals

North Okanagan Cycling Society

Commercial
Recreation

Mountain bike trail
maintenance and
operations

Table 1: Current park use permits in Silver Star Park

Plate 4: The park offers a diversity of cross-country ski trails
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Figure 4: Adjacent land use context for Silver Star Park
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1.8 Encumbrances and Interests
One trap line territory (TR0825T054) overlaps the eastern half of the park; the balance of the park is not
allocated as a trapline territory (see Figure 10). There are no range tenures that overlap with the park;
however, a range tenure abuts the park along the north, east and southern boundaries (see Figure 4).
The City of Armstrong has infrastructure within the park located on the Silver Star Lake complex
(includes Fortune Lake) for domestic water storage and distribution. The infrastructure includes three
earthen dams, two reservoirs and a two-kilometre access road. The reservoirs retain the spring
snowmelt runoff and are regulated by hand operated gates. In late August to October the gates are
opened to augment flows in the Fortune Creek drainage. The road access to the lakes is restricted and
the lakes are closed to the public.

Plate 5: Fortune Lake (top) and Silver Star Lake (bottom) function as reservoirs
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1.9 Management Planning Process
Master plans were created for the former Silver Star Recreation Area in November 1980, and again for
the park in 1990, but due to significant land use changes, growing popularity, and enhanced recreational
opportunities in the park, the master plans are now considered invalid. The management planning
process draws upon background information and direction contained with the following documents:
•

Silver Star Recreation Area Master Plan (1980)

•

Silver Star Visitor Services Study (1985)

•

Silver Star Background Report (1988)

•

Silver Star Provincial Park Master Plan (1990)

•

Environmental Review of a Portion of Silver Star Provincial Park (1996)

•

Silver Star Provincial Park Mountain Pine Beetle Infestation and Related Wildfire Hazard
(2003)

•

Fortune Creek Water Assessment and Protection Report, 2030 and Beyond (2011)

•

Silver Star Provincial Park Fire Management Plan Phase One: Initial Environmental Analysis

•

The First 50 Seasons of the Vernon Snowmobile Association (1967 to 2017)

•

Sovereign Futures: A Strategic Plan of the Sovereign Lake Nordic Club for 2012-2017

•

Sovereign Lake Nordic Club 2018 Strategic Plan

•

Vernon Snowmobile Strategic Plan 2019-2024

•

SilverStar Mountain Resort Master Plan and Master Development Agreement (2019)

Prior to approval by BC Parks, the management plan will undergo review by the general public and
stakeholders and consultation with First Nations.

Plate 6: A subalpine meadow in the plateau region of Silver Star Park
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2.0 Values and Roles of the Park
2.1 Significance in the Protected Areas System
One of the primary roles of Silver Star Park is the protection of old growth and mature sub-alpine forest
ecosystems along with maintaining the integrity of the headwaters of several major creeks systems. The
park also contains high spiritual and traditional values (food, social and ceremonial) for Indigenous
peoples.
Silver Star Park has become a world-class destination for Nordic (Cross-Country) skiing, as well as
offering regionally significant recreation opportunities for activities such as snowmobiling, backcountry
skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, nature appreciation and mountain biking. It also forms an important scenic
backdrop and portal to SilverStar Mountain Resort, an all-season attraction that receives over 400,000
visitors annually.

2.2 Biodiversity Attributes
Silver Star Park contains a diverse cross section of biogeoclimatic zones. As Figure 5 outlines, the
park contains three variants of the Engelmann Spruce BGC zone (dc1- Okanagan Dry cold, dcw- Dry
Cold Woodland, mh- Moist Hot) and three variants of the Interior Cedar Hemlock BCC zone (dw4Dry Warm Shuswap, mk1- Moist Cool Okanagan, mw5- Moist Warm Granby). Four of these
biogeoclimatic subzones/variants are under-represented (illustrated in percent protected) within
the province-wide protected areas system, notably ICH dw4 (2.7%), ICH mk1 (2.6%), ICH mw5
(8.3%) and the ESSF mh (10.8%). Significantly, only 3.3% of the Shuswap River Highland Ecosection
is protected within the province, and Silver Star Park represents just over one third of that
protected area land base.
The park is primarily NDT 2 (Natural Disturbance Type) except those portions that are covered by
the ICH mk1 subzone/variant which are categorized as NDT 3. The NDT3 ecosystem is characterized
by frequent stand initiating fires that would occur naturally in the absence of human fire
suppression. NDT 2 represents an ecosystem which would have infrequent standing initiating fires.
In 1929, a massive wildfire swept over the landscape that would later form the northern portion of
Silver Star Park, resulting in a significant age class difference between the north and south forested
ecosystems in the park (see Figure 6). Dating even further back, historical records point to another
large wildfire in early 1800s that covered even a larger area of the Silver Star Mountain landscape,
leaving spruce stumps up to 2.5 feet in diameter.
In the mid-2000s, there was a major effort to slow the spread of Mountain Pine Beetle infestation
in the park and reduce fuel loads associated with beetle killed trees. BC Parks, in partnership with
the forest service and local First Nations, embarked on project that involved the harvesting of
approximately 300 hectares of the park using ground based conventional logging, and another 38
hectares with helicopter logging. Close to ten kilometres of fuel break roads were also created that
aided in reducing the wildfire threat to the park and neighboring SilverStar Mountain Resort.
Despite the fragmented characteristics of Silver Star Park, there are still considerably large areas
(500+ hectares) in the most northern and southern regions of the park that remain unaffected by
human infrastructure, road access and trail development. These more isolated areas, along with
habitats that are not under the influence of high visitor uses or concentrated trail networks support
habitat for a variety of wildlife including: Grizzly Bear, Black Bear, Wolf, Coyote, Cougar, Bobcat,
Silver Star Park DRAFT Management Plan
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Lynx, Snowshoe Hare, Elk, Mule Deer, White-tail Deer, Moose, Red Squirrel, Porcupine, and
American Marten. The red-listed American Badger has been recorded within the adjacent CRA
(SilverStar Mountain Resort). Several bat species (i.e., Big Brown, Hoary, Silver-haired, California
Myotis, Long-legged Myotis, and Yuma Myotis) have a strong likelihood of occurring within the
park. Common bird species include: ducks, hawks, grouse, owls, hummingbirds, woodpeckers,
flycatchers, thrushes, warblers, sparrows, finches and larger birds of prey such as the Bald Eagle
and Northern Goshawk. Two blue-listed bird species, the Olive-sided Flycatcher and the Rusty
Blackbird, have potential to be located within the park.

Plate 7: Sovereign Lake

Plate 8: The forest cover in the park contains mixed stands of spruce, fir and pine (Silver Star Road is visible in the
background)
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Figure 5: Biogeoclimatic subzones and variants applicable to Silver Star Park
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Figure 6: Map of historical fire locations/polygons with reference year
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While no formal inventories exist, the park provides habitat for amphibian species such as the
Columbia Spotted Frog, Northern Pacific Tree Frog and Long-toed Salamander. Reptiles include the
Common Garter Snake, Terrestrial Garter Snake, Northern Alligator Lizard, and Rubber Boa.
The Silver Star Lakes system (including Fortune Lake) have no historical record of fish stocking and
surveys indicate that there are no fish within the lakes or associated tributaries.
Invasive Species
As a result of human use, development or incidental grazing by cattle, there is an assortment of
alien plant species recorded within the park. The Invasive Alien Plant Program has identified
Sulphur Cinquefoil, Hoary Alyssum, Hound’s Tongue, Oxeye Daisy, Orange Hawkweed, three species
of thistle (Canada, Bull and Scotch), various knapweed species, Common Tansy, Rush
Skeletonweed, and Scentless Chamomile occurring in the park.

2.3 Indigenous Cultural Values
The landscape area that includes both Silver Star Park and SilverStar Mountain Resort (CRA) has
significant Indigenous cultural and traditional use values. Prior to European settlement, the area was
frequented by First Nations (some coming from as far away as a Nespelem in Washington) for hunting of
wildlife, harvesting of berries, roots and medicinal plants as well as for spiritual purposes. The use of fire
was also quite prevalent to aid in the renewal of vegetation and to promote early growth foraging areas
for wildlife. Records indicate that in the 1920s, First Nations had several cabins on the summit of Silver
Star Mountain, one of which was later used by the Forest Service as a lookout.
There are currently no registered archaeological sites located within the park, but one site does exist in
the adjacent CRA. However, it is suspected that the park’s landscape contains many archaeological
values that remain undiscovered. The park is still actively utilized for traditional and cultural practices by
Indigenous peoples.

Plate 9: The landscape as it was in 1949 atop Silver Star mountain (looking southwest)
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2.4 Recreational Values and Facilities
Winter Context
Silver Star Park boasts an impressive diversity of facilities that are focussed primarily on winter use.
Currently, there are approximately 49 kilometres of Nordic (Cross-Country) ski trails that the Sovereign
Lake Nordic Club (SLNC) maintains within the park. This is complemented by an additional 14 kilometres
(approximate) of snowshoe trails, 11 kilometres of backcountry ski trails and a day use cabin (see Figure
7). Park visitors are required to purchase a pass to utilize the SLNC trails within the park.
The current SLNC day lodge (3,596 ft2) was constructed in 1992-93 and acts as the primary base for
Nordic skiers and those seeking the fee-based activities associated with the SLNC permit area. Use levels
associated with the Nordic operations in the park have increased steadily since the early 1990s and the
lodge suffers from visitor congestion, resulting in reduced efficiencies in the Nordic operations. A
new/updated day lodge has been proposed by both SLNC and BC Parks (see Plate 9).
Within the environs of the lodge area is a large maintenance building (which houses grooming machines
and other equipment), a timekeeping building, and various outbuildings associated with the operations
of the Nordic centre. A large parking lot (which can accommodate up to 50 vehicles) is located at the
lodge which is limited to winter use only (see Figure 8).
BC Parks offers an additional 16 kilometres of snowshoe trails which do not require a fee/pass for use.
There are just over 25 kilometres of snowmobile trails within the park, maintained by the Vernon
Snowmobile Association which require a day use/annual fee. Parking lots associated with the snowshoe
area and that of the snowmobile area can accommodate approximately 60 and 30 vehicles respectively.

Plate 10: The snowmobile parking lot located at the terminus of Sovereign Lake Road
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Figure 7: Map of recreational trails (winter use) within the park
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Figure 8: Map of primary access points/parking areas and SLNC facilities
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Plate 11: Nordic events (such as the Masters) can draw large crowds to the park

Plate 12: A rendering of the conceptual updated SLNC day lodge
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Non-Winter Use
During May to late October, Silver Star Park offers suitable areas for day use hiking, nature
appreciation and mountain biking. It is often an area that is most popular in the peak summer
season, offering a respite from hot temperatures in the lower valley. Most hikers utilize the cleared
Nordic trails for access to areas further within the park, but hiker numbers are considered low.
Mountain biking however has grown exponentially over the past decade. The riding terrain in the
park is suited to intermediate to advanced mountain bikers and complements trail use
opportunities (fee-based) that exist within the SilverStar Mountain Resort’s CRA. The park offers
approximately 23 kilometres of multi-use trails specifically suited for mountain bikes. Electric assist
motors (e-bikes) are permitted on signed or designated trails within the park provided they meet
the definitions and criteria for e-bike use as outlined in BC Parks policy. The trails are maintained
under a volunteer agreement with the North Okanagan Cycling Society (NOCS). NOCS also operates
under similar agreements (or park use permits) in nearby parks such as Ellison and Kalamalka Lake.
Hunting is allowed within select areas of the park where recreational visitor use is low and where
there is minimal facility development such as trails, whereas core areas of the park and the
adjacent CRA are closed to hunting. The hunting closure boundary generally follows the outer
extent of the recreational trail system (see Figure 10).

Plate 13: Designated multi-use trails (suited for mountain biking) within the park are clearly marked at main trailheads
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Plate 14: Boundary interface with SilverStar Mountain Resort

Figure 9: Map of multi-use (summer) trails within Silver Star Park
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Figure 10: Map of the hunting closure area and trapline territories applicable to Silver Star Park
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3.0 Climate Change
Protected area management objectives typically aim at sustaining traditional or current representative
ecosystems and species but may be thwarted by climatic changes that continue to alter the ecology of
the area more rapidly than anticipated. Such alterations may be subtle, but more dramatic natural
disturbances such as wildfire, insects and disease are also likely to increase in frequency and severity.
Ultimately, changed temperature and precipitation regimes in a particular area may reduce or eliminate
some plant and animal species, affect water supplies and alter traditional recreational use patterns, as
well as Indigenous cultural practices. With the ongoing effects of human land use activities outside
protected areas already applying pressures on both ‘at risk’ and representative species and ecosystems,
ecological inventory and monitoring work at the park level should interrelate with studies of climate
change. Recognizing climate refugia, maintaining resilient ecosystems and managing for connectivity are
important protected area management approaches in light of climate change. Climate change may
noticeably affect the current natural systems within Silver Star Park. Changes projected include:
•
•
•
•
•

warmer winters, higher precipitation in the form of rain, less snow, and general warming
trends;
increased frequency and severity of natural processes such as wildfires, forest pest
infestations and droughts;
changes in hydrology, including the reduction of snowfields and changes in the timing of
peak flows and low-water events;
forest encroachment in subalpine and alpine meadows; and,
extirpation of some plant and animal species and changes in ecosystem composition and
structure.

Climate variable
Temperature

Change in Thompson- Okanagan

Variation within region

Mean (°C)

+1.8 (1.1 to 2.7)

Slightly higher in south

Summer (°C)

+1.9 (1.3 to 2.7)

Slightly higher in south

+1.6 (0.8 to 3)

Slightly lower in south

+6 (-1 to 11)

Consistent over region

Summer

-9 (-19 to 1)

Biggest decrease in north

Winter

+7 (-4 to 15)

Consistent over region

Winter (°C)
Precipitation (%)
Annual

Snowfall (%)
Winter

-11 (-20 to 0)

Spring

-55 (-75 to -12)

Snowpack
Frost-free days
Growing Degree
Days
Extreme weather

Decrease
+24 (14 to 35)
+319 (183 to 482)
More heat waves

Biggest decrease in south
Consistent over region
Become intermittent or disappear at lower
elevations
Greater increase at lower elevations and in
south
Greater increase at lower elevations and in
south
Particularly at lower elevations

Table 2: Summary of climate projections for the Thompson-Okanagan for the 2050s
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4.0 Management Direction
4.1 Management Objectives and Strategies
Management
Objective

Management Strategies

To protect and
enhance
biodiversity and
ecological values.

•

•

•

Encourage and promote continued research and monitoring of the unique
sub-alpine forest ecosystem contained within the park. Place emphasis on
gathering species inventories for the park with a specific focus on those
considered ‘at risk’ and those that may be most affected by climate change.
Support initiatives that focus on enhancing landscape connectivity with
nearby provincial parks, conservation lands, and Old Growth Management
Areas.
Monitor the park for invasive plants and implement appropriate
preventative and treatment options (biological, chemical or mechanical) as
needed. Work with adjacent land managers and partners to assist in
preventing invasive species infestations/spread.

Monitor boundary integrity of the park and liaise with external tenure
holders/owners (e.g., SilverStar Mountain Resort) to ensure park values are
considered when planning new development that may affect boundary
integrity (e.g., edge effects).
• Focus trail and facility development to areas within the Nature Recreation
and Intensive Recreation zones. Within those zones consider new trail
proposals only if there is a strong rationale for new trail construction or
trail connections.
• Evaluate impacts of high recreational use on wildlife and foster stewardship
responsibility with park users.
• To avoid new trail clearing/forest canopy removal, foster efforts to utilize
existing trails for multiple uses (e.g., early seasonal use of snowmobile trails
as Nordic trail alternatives where feasible).
• Ensure incidental range use (cattle drift) into the park is dealt with
promptly and areas of possible encroachment risk are monitored.
• Deploy measures such as prescribed fire and fuel reduction to lessen the
possibilities of catastrophic wildfire events. Revisit/monitor areas that were
subject to fuel treatment and harvesting measures in the early 2000s.
• Ensure use and visitation that is not associated with maintenance of water
control infrastructure is directed away from the Silver Star Lake complex to
protect watershed integrity, water quality and wildlife habitat.
• Prohibit further water impoundment, diversions, or new domestic use
projects in accordance with the Park Act.
Nordic Skiing
• Continue to support the Sovereign Lake Nordic Club’s key role in promoting
and maintaining a world-class Nordic ski trail system and associated
facilities within the park (e.g., partnering on signage, event planning, trail
and facility strategies/development, social media/public outreach).
• In collaboration with SLNC, seek opportunities to revitalize the day use
lodge and associated facilities to meet current and future visitor use.
•

To provide for a
range of
recreational
activities,
opportunities and
facilities.
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Encourage SLNC to harmonize the Nordic ski trail system’s signage, facility
optics, and marketing with that of the BC Parks’ brand.
Snowmobiling
• Continue to support the Vernon Snowmobile Association’s (VSA) key role in
promoting and maintaining a regionally significant snowmobile destination
within the park.
• Explore opportunities to expand and reconfigure the snowmobile parking
lot to meet current and future visitor use.
• Consider provisions for the potential replacement/upgrade of the VSA
cabin within the park (at VSA’s undertaking).
Snowshoeing
• Utilizing mapping and visitor information/outreach, ensure the park retains
safe and easily accessible snowshoeing routes that do not conflict with
other user activities (e.g., snowmobiling).
Mountain Biking
• Continue to encourage a strong stewardship relationship with the North
Okanagan Cycling Society and other groups promoting cycling within the
park. Ensure such groups are working under the provision of a park use
permit and/or volunteer agreements.
• Focus any new development of multi-use trails that are suited to mountain
biking to areas within the Nature Recreation Zone only.
• Align management of mountain bike use within the park with BC Parks
policy and guidelines, including BC Parks’ E-bike Policy.
•

Hunting
• Allow hunting (subject to general open seasons and Wildlife Act
regulations) within the park that does not conflict with the high use
recreational areas (e.g. trail system).
General
• Explore opportunities to utilize prescribed fire and tree removal, both
within the park and adjacent (e.g., liaison with adjacent land managers) to
avoid extreme wildfire events that may otherwise impact park
infrastructure.
• Continue to support linkages/connectivity of park trails with SilverStar
Mountain Resort (both Nordic winter operations and multi-use trails in
non-winter periods).
• Subject to available resources and funding, develop a carrying capacity
model for high use areas of the park.
• In an effort to reduce the effects of climate change, utilize green
infrastructure when considering replacement/upgrading of facilities.
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To protect
Indigenous
cultural heritage
values and to
promote
collaborative
engagement with
First Nations.

•
•
•

•

Work with First Nations to research and document Indigenous cultural
heritage values.
Explore opportunities to research and implement traditional use
management and techniques.
Where appropriate, develop interpretation opportunities that emphasize
the importance of the area to First Nations, while respecting the sensitivity
of cultural values. Encourage First Nations to contribute their knowledge
and experience to interpretive signage/information at identified locations
(e.g., kiosks/trail heads).
As part of BC Parks’ staff oversight of the operations and maintenance,
ensure staff, permittees, contractors and volunteer staff are fully aware of,
and educated about, provisions/responsibilities of the Heritage
Conservation Act and ‘chance find’ (archaeological deposits being exposed
during unplanned ground disturbance) procedures as it applies to the high
archaeological/cultural value areas of the park.

4.2 Zoning Plan
This management plan uses zoning to assist in the planning and management of Silver Star Park. In
general terms, zoning divides an area into logical units to apply consistent management objectives
for protection of protected area values. Zones reflect the intended land use, existing patterns of
use, degree of human use desired, and level of management and development allowed in the zone.
Zoning provides visitors and managers with a quick visual representation and appreciation of how a
particular protected area is managed.
Silver Star Park is separated into three management zones: Nature Recreation, Intensive
Recreation, and Wilderness Recreation (see Figure 11). The zoning allocation is summarized as
follows:
•

Wilderness Recreation Zone = 3,927 hectares

•

Nature Recreation Zone = 1,634 hectares

•

Intensive Recreation Zone = 12 hectares
Total Park Size = 5,573 hectares

This zoning is intended to concentrate and focus recreation use and access in appropriate areas
which can support current and future public use without having detrimental impacts on the park’s
sensitive ecosystems. Appropriate uses/activities for each management zone within the park are
included in Appendix 1. Appendix 2 summarizes general attributes of each zone relevant to the
park.
Wilderness Recreation Zone (WR) = 3,927 hectares
Description
The Wilderness Recreation Zone (3,927 hectares or 70.5 percent of the park) captures those larger
portions of the park that are infrequently visited by recreational users (or lack recreational road
access/trails). It highlights the importance of the wilderness characteristics of the park and the
associated intact forested ecosystems that provide essential habitat and landscape connectivity for
a range of wildlife species. The Wilderness Recreation Zone also ensures that the watershed
integrity of the park is preserved, where human interference is kept to a minimum.
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Objective and Management Intent
The Wilderness Recreation Zone contains environmentally sensitive features (subalpine ecosystem
and lake systems) as well as important habitat for a variety of wildlife. Visitor access within this
zone may be restricted (no trail development/access) in order to protect wilderness and watershed
values.
Nature Recreation Zone (NR) = 1,634 hectares
Description
The Nature Recreation Zone is located within the portion of the park which contains the primary
trail infrastructure associated with the Sovereign Lake Nordic Club, the BC Parks trail system (i.e.,
snowshoeing, mountain biking), and the snowmobile trail network which emanates from the
parking lot in the south the northern boundary of the park. The Nature Recreation Zone also
includes the land area which encompasses infrastructure such as the small cabins associated with
the Nordic ski trail system (Black Prince cabin) and snowmobile use (Vernon Snowmobile
Association cabin).
Objective and Management Intent
The objective of the Nature Recreation Zone is to protect scenic values and to provide for
appropriate, low impact, recreation opportunities in a largely undisturbed natural environment.
Intensive Recreation Zone (IR) = 12 hectares
Description
The Intensive Recreation Zone captures the footprint of motor vehicle access to the park (extension
of Sovereign Lake Road) and parking lots, along with the footprint of the Sovereign Lake Nordic
Club’s day lodge, service areas, adjunct support buildings and associated grounds.
Objective and Management Intent
The areas identified as Intensive Recreation Zone provide for high visitor use and associated
activities within a small concentrated area.
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Figure 11: Zoning Map of Silver Star Park
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5.0 Plan Implementation and Future Validity/Review
5.1 Implementation Plan
BC Parks will seek project-specific funding and partners to implement many of the strategies
embodied within this management plan and some strategies will be considered a higher priority
than others (based on several factors such as minimizing impacts to ecosystem values). Moreover,
specific projects will be evaluated for their priority in relation to the overall protected areas system.
Many of the initiatives contemplated are not funded as part of core BC Parks activities so seeking
funds with outside partners will be a key aspect of the management plan implementation.

5.2 Plan Validity Assessment and Review
In order to ensure the management of Silver Star Park remains relevant, BC Parks staff will
complete an internal assessment of this management plan every five years at which time minor
administrative updates may be identified and completed (e.g., update protected area details or
maps where needed, etc.).
If the internal assessment reveals that management direction is no longer adequate, a formal
review by BC Parks, First Nations and stakeholders will be completed to determine whether a
management plan amendment or a new management plan is required. A formal management plan
review and amendment process would include an opportunity for public input, local and regional
government comment, and consultation with First Nations.
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6.0 Appendix 1: Appropriate Use Table
The following table lists existing and potential future uses in Silver Star Park. This is not an
exhaustive list of uses that may be considered in this protected area.
The table is provided to summarize the uses which the management planning process has
confirmed to either be appropriate or not appropriate in the park. The table also gives a general
indication of the management direction for other uses. The table must be reviewed in
conjunction with the other sections of the management plan, including the role descriptions,
vision, objectives and strategies.
Appropriate Use Table Legend
N

Not an
appropriate use

Y

May be an
appropriate use

Y1

Appropriate use
as per section 31
of the Park Act

The use is not appropriate in the indicated zone. If the use currently exists
but the management planning process has determined that the use is no
longer appropriate in all or part of the park, the management plan will
include strategies for ending the activity (e.g., phasing out, closing).
Some level or extent of this use may be appropriate in the zone(s) indicated.
If the activity/use already exists, the management plan provides guidance on
the appropriate level of use and may address specific restrictions or planned
enhancements (e.g., capacity, designated areas for a particular activity, party
size, time of year, etc.).
For new or expanded uses, this symbol indicates that the use may be
considered for further evaluation and approval. The appropriateness of some
activities may not be confirmed until a further assessment (e.g., BC Parks
Impact Assessment Process) or evaluation process (e.g., park use permit
adjudication) is completed.
The use is not normally appropriate in the park but was authorized by BC
Parks prior to July 13, 1995 and allowed to continue.
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Wilderness
Recreation
Zone

Nature
Recreation
Zone

Intensive
Recreation
Zone

N
N

N
Y

N
Y

Park use permit required.

Y

Y

Y

Park use permit required.

Y*

Y*

Y*

Filming (commercial)
Grazing (domestic livestock)
Multi-Use Trails (Designated)
Non-Winter Use
Horse use/pack animals (not
exotic)
Hang Gliding and Para Gliding
Launching
Skiing (backcountry-unassisted)

N
N
N

Y
N
Y

Y
N
Y

*Winter season: Subject to
restrictions within the SLNC
operating area. Dog must be on
leash within all
snowmobile/snowshoe areas.
Summer season: Dogs must be in
control at all times.
Park use permit required.

N

Y

Y

N

N

N

Y

Y*

Y*

*Utilizing NR and IR designated
trails to access WR zone.

Nordic skiing- track set/groomed

N

Y

Y

Groomer machines- use on
designated routes within the NR
and IR zones).

Snowshoeing

Y

Y

Y

Use within the NR and IR zones
limited to designated trails.

Land-based mechanized activity
(e.g., mountain biking).

N

Y

Y

Land-based motorized activity
(non-winter use)
Land-based motorized activity in
winter (snow machines/snowbikes, snowmobiles)
Hunting

N

N

Y

N

Y

Y

Mechanized activities limited to
multi-use trails within the NR and
IR zones. This includes e-bikes as
per BC Parks policy.
Park access roads/parking lots
only.
On designated trails only.

Y

Y*

N

Trapping

Y*

N

N

Activities/Uses
Aircraft landing and takeoff
Commercial recreation (facilitybased)
Commercial recreation (nonfacility based)
Dogs

Additional Context

Established multi-use trails
limited to the NR and IR zones.
Horse activities limited to multiuse trails.

*Only within those portions of
the NR zone that are outside of
the hunting closure as shown in
Figure 10.
*Park use permit required and
only within those portions of the
WR zone located in the northeast
and southeast portions of the
park.
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Wilderness
Conservation
Zone

Nature
Recreation
Zone

Intensive
Recreation
Zone

N

N

Y

N
N
N

N
Y1
Y

N
N
Y

N

Y

Y

Roads and parking lots
Water control structures and
associated access roads.

N
Y1

N
N

Y
N

Utility Corridors
(power/transmission lines and
other rights-of-way)

N

Y1

Y1

Facilities/Infrastructure
Activities/Uses
Administrative buildings and
compounds
Campgrounds
Communication sites
Interpretation and Information
Buildings
Fixed-roofed shelters/cabins

Additional Context

Existing site only.
Day use only. Overnight use
must be authorized.
Park use permit required. Applies
to existing
footprint/infrastructure at Silver
Star Lake complex. No further
expansion of water
impoundment and/or diversion
for domestic use purposes.
Existing rights-of-way only, as
authorized by park use permit.
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7.0 Appendix 2: General Zoning Descriptions
Intensive Recreation Zone
Objective

To provide for a variety of readily-accessible, facility-oriented outdoor recreation opportunities.

Use Level

Relatively high density and long duration types of use.

Means of Access

All-weather public roads or other types of access where use levels are high (see "Impacts" below).

Location

Contiguous with all-weather roads and covering immediate areas, modified landscapes or other high-use areas.

Zone Size

Small, usually less than 2,000 hectares.

Boundary Definition

Includes areas of high facility development in concentrated areas.

Recreation
Opportunities

Vehicle camping, picnicking, beach activities, powerboating, canoeing, kayaking, strolling, bicycling, nature and
cultural appreciation, fishing, snow play, downhill and cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and specialized
activities.

Facilities

May be intensely developed for user convenience. Campgrounds, landscaped picnic or play areas, trail
accommodation or interpretative buildings, boat launches, administrative buildings, service compounds, disposal
sites, parking lots, etc.

Impacts on Natural
Environment

Includes natural value features and phenomena in a primarily natural state, but where human presence may
occur with the presence of recreation facilities and people using the zone. Includes areas of high facility
development with significant impact on concentrated areas.

Management
Guidelines

Oriented to maintaining a high-quality recreation experience. Intensive management of resource and for control
of visitor activities. Operational facilities designed for efficient operation while being unobtrusive to visitors.

Nature Recreation Zone
Objective

To protect scenic values and to provide for backcountry recreation opportunities in a largely undisturbed natural
environment.

Use Level

Relatively low use but higher levels associated with nodes of activity or access.

Means of Access

Motorized (powerboat, snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle), non-motorized (bicycle) and non-mechanized (canoe,
horse, foot). Aircraft and motorboat access to drop-off and pick-up points will be permitted.

Location

Removed from all-weather roads but easily accessible on a day-use basis. Accessible by motorized means such as
boat or airplane.

Zone Size

Can range from small to large.

Boundary Definition

Boundaries should consider limits of activity and facility areas relative to ecosystem characteristics and features.

Recreation
Opportunities

Walk-in and boat-in camping, power boating, hunting, canoeing, kayaking, backpacking, bicycling, historic and
nature appreciation, fishing, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, river rafting, horseback riding, heli-skiing, helihiking and specialized activities.

Facilities

Moderately developed for user convenience. Trails, walk-in and boat-in campsites, shelters, accommodation
buildings, facilities for motorized access (e.g., docks, landing strips, fuel storage, etc.)

Impacts on Natural
Environment

Area where human presence on the land is not normally visible. Facility development limited to relatively small
areas. Facilities are visually compatible with natural setting.

Management
Guidelines

Oriented to maintaining a natural environment and high-quality recreation experience. Visitor access may be
restricted to protect or maintain the recreation experience or to limit impacts. Separation of less compatible
recreational activities and transportation modes. Designation of transportation routes may be necessary to avoid
potential conflicts (e.g., horse trails, cycle paths, hiking trails).
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Wilderness Recreation Zone
Objective

To protect a remote, undisturbed natural landscape and to provide backcountry recreation opportunities
dependent on a pristine environment where air access may be permitted to designated sites.

Use Level

Very low use to provide solitary experiences and a wilderness atmosphere. Use may be controlled to protect the
environment.

Means of Access

Non-mechanized (canoe) and non-motorized (foot). May permit low-frequency air access to designated sites;
horse access may be permitted.

Location

Remote, not easily visited on a day-use basis.

Zone Size

Large, greater than 5,000 hectares.

Boundary Definition

Defined by ecosystem limits and geographic features. Boundaries will encompass areas of visitor interest for
specific activities supported by air access.

Recreation
Opportunities

Backpacking, canoeing, kayaking, river rafting, nature and historic appreciation, hunting, fishing, cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding, specialized activities (e.g., caving, climbing).

Facilities

Minimal facility development for user convenience and safety, and protection of the environment (e.g., trails,
primitive campsites). Some basic facilities at access points (e.g., dock, primitive shelter).

Impacts on Natural
Environment

Natural area generally free of evidence of human beings. Evidence of human presence is confined to specific
facility sites. Facilities are visually compatible with natural setting.

Management
Guidelines

Oriented to protecting a pristine environment. Management actions are minimal and not evident. Managed to
ensure low visitor use levels. Visitor access may be restricted to protect the natural environment and visitor
experience.
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