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Situated on the Green River, Nairn Falls Provincial Park is an
excellent overnight or destination park for visitors to the Whistler
and Pemberton area. The park contains camping facilities for tents
and RV’s, day use picnic sites, water, hiking, a viewing area for the
waterfall, and access to hiking and mountain biking trails.
Nairn Falls lies in the traditional territory of the Lil’wat Nation. A
foot-like impression in the rock near Nairn Falls features in First
Nations’ oral histories.
Nairn Falls are 60 m high; a 1.5 km hiking trail will take you to the
viewpoint. The falls are a dramatic example of the erosive power
of water. Look for “potholes” created in the rocks as the water spins
trapped particles in ever-deepening circles.

Interesting Nairn Falls Park Facts
•

The canyon that the falls occupy was formed by several large
potholes scoured into the rock while it was submerged beneath
the oceans long, long ago. Over time, the river wore down these
potholes, eventually connecting several of them and forming a
narrow, twisting canyon. Just below the upper falls, there is an
underwater arch, which the water flows through; however, on
the surface, the rock is still intact giving the appearance that the
river stops and starts again just downstream.

•

The park is an excellent base camp for exploring Whistler, the
Pemberton Valley, rock climbing, mountain biking, and kayaking.
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History

Nairn Falls Provincial Park was established in 1966 and protects a
very special area of natural and cultural history. Long a spiritual site
for the Lil’wat Nation, part of the trail to the falls is the traditional
route used by the Lil’wat people to get to the falls and Mount Currie.

Wildlife

Nairn Falls is home to some unique wildlife, including the rubber
boa (Charina bottae), one of the most cold-tolerant snake species.
Smallest of the boa constrictor family, its average length is only 45
cm (18 inches). Its nocturnal habits mean that this shy snake is rarely
observed. The boa’s brown or gray, plasticine-like appearance and
two blunt ends make it hard to identify as a living animal from a
distance. Please do not disturb if you are lucky enough to see one.
Small mammals and birds such as squirrel, raccoon, gray jay, and
raven can often be seen.

Conservation

The park’s 171 hectares protect a mixed forest of western hemlock,
western red cedar and coastal Douglas-fir. Also growing here is the
western flowering pacific dogwood - the floral emblem for BC and a
protected species.

Size and Location

Off Hwy 99, about 92 km north of Squamish, 32 km north of Whistler.

More Information

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/nairn_falls/
For more help or to request pictures
parkinfo@Victoria1.gov.bc.ca
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