BC Pa r k s
Land Acquisition Program
2020 – 2021 R E P O R T

British Columbia is
recognized around the world
for the beauty and diversity
of its natural environment.
The provincial protected
area system is as diverse as
the landscape it represents.
Each year the Provincial
Government acquires
lands for addition to parks
and protected areas. These
acquisitions are often
augmented by individuals,
corporations, and
conservation groups.
Working closely with its
partners, the Ministry of
Environment and Climate
Change Strategy acquired
over 229 ha of land at a cost
of $2,473,000 in 2020-21.
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59 ha were purchased for
$120 000 in order to expand
this area of deep river
meanders, oxbows,
sandbars, and uplands along
the North Thompson River.

Blue River Black Spruce Park

Blue River Black Spruce Park
protects the southern most
extent of black spruce in the
region and is located along
Highway 5, between
Kamloops and Jasper.

65 ha, worth $100 000,
were donated under the
federal Ecological Gift
Program in order to
further protect and
enhance the panoramic
river canyon views,
forested slopes, and
grassy bench-lands in this
park.
Edge Hills Park is located
on the eastern bank of
the Fraser River west of
Clinton.

Edge Hills Park
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Cowichan River Park

39 ha were purchased for $570 000, in partnership with the BC
Parks Foundation. The acquisition will further protect the
Cowichan River Park heritage river corridor west of Duncan. This
heavily treed parcel has extensive waterfront and contains
portions of the Trans Canada Trail and the Cowichan River
Footpath.

50 ha was purchased
for $610 000 to
expand Pinecone
Burke Park, north of
Coquitlam.

Pinecone Burke Park

Acquisition of these
parcels will ensure
the majority
of the Widgeon
Slough wetland is
protected by
regional, provincial,
and federal
protected areas.
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10 ha, valued at $314 000,
was purchased to further
protect rare grasslands in
White Lake Grasslands
Protected Area.
Whitelake Grasslands
protects the dry grassland,
open pine forest, alkali
ponds and rock
outcroppings of the
Southern Okanagan Basin
ecosection; providing
habitat for blue and red
listed species.

Cypress Park

White Lake Grasslands

0.3 ha was purchased for
$60 000 to resolve a long
outstanding trespass for a
key portion of the picnic
area and parking lot at
Highview [Barrett’s View]
Lookout in Cypress Park,
in West Vancouver. A
statutory right of way was
also acquired for $18 000;
authorizing a utility
corridor servicing Cypress
Mountain Resort.
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2 ha was purchased for $535 000 to expand and enhance
Wakes Cove Park on Valdez Island near Nanaimo. The
cove provides sheltered anchorage and this inholding has
long been a desirable addition to the park. This day use
marine park provides hiking trails, picnicking, and wildlife
viewing.

Wakes Cove Marine Park

4 ha was purchased, in partnership with the BC Parks Foundation,
to expand Gowland Tod Park, north of Victoria. This site protects
a portion of Hazlitt Creek, Coastal Douglas Fir and provides
exceptional hiking opportunities.

Gowland Tod Park
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Land Acquisition Process

The BC Parks land
acquisition program makes
strategic investments to
acquire private lands across
the province from willing
sellers for addition to the
provincial protected areas
system.
The main objective of these
strategic investments is to
secure properties adjacent
to existing protected areas
and that contribute to
environmental protection,
connectivity and climate
change resilience, enhance
recreational opportunities,
or which resolve operational
issues such as access.
Less frequently, acquisitions
are targeted at securing
lands with recreational,
cultural or conservation
values of provincial
significance that are not
associated with an existing
park or protected area.

Acquiring a new property from a willing vendor
involves undertaking valuations, assessments,
negotiating settlements, and ensuring technical and
legal requirements are met.

For more information on the
Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy Land
Acquisition Program at BC Parks:

When the Ministry acquires a property, there are
several steps to be completed before it can become
a park or protected area. These include legal
boundary mapping, consultations with First Nations,
local governments, and other stakeholders, and
identifying an appropriate legal designation.

James Robertson, RI
Land Acquisition Negotiator
BC Parks
or
Cheryl Wirsz, RI, RPP, MCIP
Senior Land Officer
BC Parks

Properties can be legally designated under the Park
Act, the Ecological Reserve Act or Protected Areas of BC
Act. Designations may include: addition to an existing
park, protected area, conservancy or ecological
reserve, or creation of a new park, conservancy,
protected area or ecological reserve.
After a property is legally designated, the Ministry
may amend an existing management plan or create a
new management plan for the park or protected area.
A management plan outlines the vision and direction
for area, including the appropriate conservation, use
and development of the area. The Management Plan
is the result of a planning process that includes
engagement with First Nations, and consultation with
local governments, the public and other interested
stakeholder groups.
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Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy
PO Box 9398 Station Prov Gov
525 Superior Street
Victoria BC. V8W 9M9
Email: James.Robertson@gov.bc.ca
Email: Cheryl.Wirsz@gov.bc.ca
Visit: www.env.gov.bc.ca

