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Preface
Note: Until the current Valhalla Management Planning process completes its agency
and public review, this Background Document remains a “work in progress”. While
Wildland Consulting has made every effort to bring together correct and current
information relevant to the Valhalla Park management planning process, some
material remains un available and the knowledge and input from all participants in
the planning process has yet to be received and incorporated. Readers are encouraged
to support the consultant’s efforts to ensure completeness and accuracy of the
document by offering comments and additional relevant information.
This Background Document provides an information resource base on Valhalla Provincial Park.
It summarizes known information on the natural and cultural resources and recreational
opportunities. Sources include records and documents on file within various government
agencies, as well as relevant studies and materials made available by interested stakeholders and
community organizations.
This Background Document also identifies key management planning issues, some of which have
arisen through the Land and Resource Management Planning process. The information provided
is intended to be used by BC Parks, stakeholder groups, and other public agencies as an
information base from which future planning and management may be developed.

Acknowledgements
This Background Document was prepared by Wildland Consulting Inc. of Revelstoke, B.C. It
draws extensively from the 1987 Valhalla Park Background Document, with updates and editing
by Nicole Tattam, Phil Whitfield and Dave Kaegi.
Thanks go to the many people and organizations that contributed valuable information to this
project, including Ministry of Water Land and Air Protection staff. A complete list of those
involved is provided in Appendix One.
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INTRODUCTION
Established on March 3, 1983,. Valhalla Provincial Park comprises approximately 49,893 ha 1
situated between Lower Arrow Lake and Slocan Lake in the Valhalla Range of the Selkirk
Ranges of the Columbia Mountains. Including six major parallel drainages, it represents the
Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection2 through its full elevational range, from Slocan Lake at
536 m. to peaks of 2,800 m. In 1995, the 635 hectare Gimli Ridge was added to Valhalla
Provincial Park.
Rugged terrain and low mineral potential meant that the Park area remained largely untouched
by the late 19th Century mining boom which brought settlement and industry to the east side of
Slocan lake and the rest of the West Kootenay. Later flume and horse logging affected only the
lower portions of the major valley floors and the front slopes above Slocan Lake and with one
exception, no vehicular accesses remain from these activities. Modern timber harvesting has
approached the Park from the south, west and north sides, but Slocan Lake and its rugged
western shoreline have posed natural barriers to access. The same factors have confined private
alienations to a relative few undeveloped or lightly developed holdings along the lakeshore, with
several exceptions.
Recreational use of the Park area can be traced to 1907, but remained relatively light until recent
years owing to access difficulties. Meanwhile growing use of the nearby Kokanee Glacier Park,
established in 1922, confirmed the attractiveness of the Central Columbias for backcountry
recreation and helped to focus attention on the potential of the undisturbed Valhalla Range to
provide wilderness backcountry opportunities.
This Background document provides an information base for Valhalla Provincial Park and
identifies key issues for management planning. The background document will be used in the
updating of the 1989 Management Plan for Valhalla Provincial Park.

History of Planning and Management
Designation of Valhalla Provincial Park on 3 March, 1983 marked the culmination of both one
of the most ambitious integrated resource planning programs and one of the longest and most
intensive park advocacy campaigns in British Columbia history. The Province's decision to
establish the original 49,600 ha Class "A" Park was based upon the land's value to the park

1

2

Area cited in the Protected Areas of British Columbia Act [ISBC 2000] Chapter 17, Schedule C, #428
Areas of similar topographic, soils, climatic and biological characteristics.
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system's representative landscape objectives and its potential economic contribution in
recreational and tourism use as opposed to resource extractive uses.
The existing Management Plan was approved in February 1989 after much public consultation
and input. It has guided the management of the park up to the present. . However, the context
in which the park is managed has been affected by a number of planning, management and
policy developments since the first Management Plan was completed in 1989.
• Protected Areas Strategy, 1993
o In 1993, the Provincial Government initiated a Protected Areas Strategy with the
target of protecting 12% of the province in the course of achieving two goals. The first
goal, Representative Areas, was to protect viable, representative examples of natural
diversity in the province, representative of the major terrestrial, marine and freshwater
ecosystems, the characteristic habitats, hydrology and landforms, and the characteristic
backcountry recreational and cultural heritage values of each ecosection. The second
goal, Special Features, was to protect the special natural, cultural heritage and
recreational features of the province, including rare and endangered species and critical
habitats, outstanding or unique botanical, zoological, geological and paleontological
features, outstanding or fragile cultural heritage features and outstanding outdoor
recreational features such as trails.
o Because the Protected Areas Strategy modified the BC Parks “Landscape Unit”
planning framework of the 1980’s into an inter-agency Ecosection model and refined the
criteria for evaluating and comparing existing and proposed protected areas, it is
appropriate to update the planning material on Valhalla Park to place it into this current
context.
• Strategic Land Use Planning, 1992-Present
o The Province’s Commission on Resources and the Environment (CORE) initiated a
strategic Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan (KBLUP) in 1993. A framework Plan
was approved in 1995 and an Implementation Strategy was completed in 1997. As a
result of this Plan, protected area representation of the Central Columbia Mountains
Ecosection was expanded from the existing Kokanee Glacier Park, Valhalla Park and
part of the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy by the designation of Goat Range Park and
West Purcell Park. West Arm Park, in the adjacent Southern Columbia Mountains
Ecosection near Nelson, was also added to the inventory of large, backcountry parks in
the West Kootenay. The KBLUP also provided strategic direction on biodiversity,
wildlife, fisheries, recreation and domestic water supplies which affect the management
of Valhalla Park to varying degrees.
o Expansion of the representative backcountry park system within the West Kootenay
district and other strategic direction from the KBLUP have changed the context of
Valhalla Park and require a review and updating of the 1989 Management Plan.
• BC Parks Legacy Project, 1997-1999
o In August 1997, the provincial government appointed a panel to canvass the public and
recommend appropriate strategies to care for and sustain the rapidly expanding
protected areas system. A key recommendation of this panel in 1999 was that the
4
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protection and preservation of natural and cultural values and ecological integrity should
be the dominant features of management decisions within protected areas.
Resource Management Issues
o Information from vegetation and wildlife inventories conducted in and around Valhalla
Park since 1989 must be considered in updating management directions for the park. In
particular, grizzly bear and mountain caribou management issues continue to have a high
profile in the West Kootenay and warrant review in the Management Plan update. In
addition, the catastrophic wildfire season of 2003 and the rapid spread of forest pest
infestations have raised questions about the vegetation management policies in protected
areas.
Park Operations
o Government policies encouraging greater cost-recovery in park operations have
increased the contracting out of maintenance services since 1989 and have also raised
questions about the feasibility and desirability of having the private or not-for-profit
sectors play a greater role not only in the provision of recreational opportunities in parks
but also in the construction and maintenance of park facilities. The updated
Management Plan should consider these issues as they may apply to Valhalla Park.
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Figure One: Location of Valhalla Provincial Park
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Park Establishment, Legislation and Management
Direction
In 1953, UREPs (Land Act reserves for the Use, Recreation and Enjoyment of the Public) were
established on Beatrice, Cahill and Evans Lake. An Ecological Reserve (#32) was established in
1972 on Evans Lake to protect a unique yellow cedar stand. Other ecological reserves were
proposed (#260 for the Nemo Creek Forest and #344 for Wee Sandy Creek) that were not
approved.
On March 3, 1983, the British Columbia Government established Valhalla Provincial Park as a
Class A Provincial Park by Order in Council under the Park Act . A Class A park is Crown
land designated under the Park Act or, since 2000, included in a schedule to the Protected
Areas of British Columbia Act. Management and development are constrained by Sections
8 and 9 of the Park Act which direct that a park use permit must not be issued respecting an
interest in land or natural resources “unless, in the opinion of the minister, to do so is necessary
to preserve or maintain the recreational values of the park involved.”
In 1995, amendments to the Park Act provided increased flexibility in accommodating uses in
Class A parks by allowing for the continuation of grazing, hay cutting and other uses (except
commercial logging, mining or hydro electric development) that existed at the time the park was
established. With none of these uses existing at the time of its establishment, Valhalla Park
remained unaffected by these amendments.
The following boundary changes have occurred since 1989:
• Addition of Gimli Ridge (635 ha., 1995}, to provide for development of trail access to the
Mount Gimli area from existing logging roads.
• Addition of a portion of the Hoder Creek valley adjacent to Drinnon Pass ( - ha.) {date?}
as recommended in the 1989 plan to allow for Parks management of the trail from the
logging road access to Drinnon Pass.
• Deletion of lands in lower Gwillim Creek (area & date?) containing the Village of Slocan
water system intake facilities.
Valhalla Provincial Park has been managed as a Class “A” park since its inception.
Management direction to date has come from the approved 1989 Master Plan, from the 1995
Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan (KBLUP) and from the 1997 KBLUP Implementation
Strategy.

1989 Master Plan Highlights
•

The plan is based upon conservation of the natural features and natural character of the Park
land base as the best example of the Southern Columbia Mountains regional landscape
within the provincial park system (since 1992, the Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection).
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•

Compatible with the foregoing conservation principles, a wide variety of recreational
opportunities is suggested to take full advantage of the diversity of the land base. Methods
of providing these opportunities will include:
o improved trail access to selected lakeshore, valley, alpine and scenic feature areas;
o a range of campground facilities along Slocan Lake, improved public camping facilities in
key valley and alpine locations and development of public cabins to encourage extensive
summer loop hiking and winter ski touring;
o designated mechanized access and guided horseback access sites;
o designated services provided by private sector operators under permit;
o no facility development in Wilderness Zones.

•

Emphasis is placed upon obtaining economic benefits for the Province and region by
encouraging and expanding compatible recreational use of the park and by marketing park
recreational opportunities in concert with tourism opportunities available in the surrounding
area.

Direction from the Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan and
Implementation Strategy
The Kootenay/Boundary region in southeastern British Columbia has an extensive history of land
and resource development and conservation and associated planning activity. Building on this
past, and in response to escalating land use conflicts, the provincial government directed in 1992
that a strategic land use plan be prepared for the whole region to identify a comprehensive and
integrated vision for regional land and resource use. A regional land use planning process was
conducted in the Kootenays between January 1993 and June 1997. The Kootenay Boundary
Land Use Plan (KBLUP) is a higher level planning document that was approved in 1995 by the
provincial government and an Implementation Strategy was completed two years later.
The KBLUP provided both general direction on protected areas which is relevant to the
Management Plan update, and some specific direction for Valhalla Provincial Park.
Park Planning
• Park master plans will be developed with the benefit of extensive public and inter-agency
participation. Among other things, the plans will define park-specific management objectives,
acceptable levels of use, accepted uses, zoning, and other strategies that will minimize
conflicts, help ensure the integrity of important park values.
• Park master planning processes will consider existing uses and management objectives and
strategies (as identified in this regional plan and in operational level plans) for lands that are
adjacent to the protected areas.
• Provincial park master planning processes will include consultation with tourism industry
representatives in order to examine potential commercial opportunities within provincial park
land, subject to the prime goal to protect the conservation, recreation and cultural heritage
values within the parks. Commercial opportunities will be assessed with a view towards
8
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limiting / locating the development of physical commercial infrastructure (e.g., roads,
lodgings, staging areas, etc.) on the periphery of park boundaries in order to minimize park
impacts.
General Biodiversity
• Maintain the regional connectivity corridor from Kokanee Park to Valhalla Park, through
Lemon Creek, and Kokanee Park to Goat Range Park through Kane Creek, to contribute
to ecosystem representation (ICHmw2), to serve as habitat linkage for the seasonal
migration of grizzly bear, and to support Valhalla Park.
• Retain forest and grassland ecological elements and processes, including species richness,
distribution and diversity ranging from a low to moderate risk.
o No cattle or sheep grazing tenures to be issued in alpine grasslands within the unit.
• Maintain the regional connectivity corridor from the Goat Range Park north into Revelstoke,
and from the Goat Range Park down Bremner Creek into the Valhallas, to contribute to
ecosystem representation, to serve as habitat linkage for seasonal migration of caribou and
grizzly, and to support Goat Range Park.
Wide Ranging Carnivores
• Maintain sufficient seasonal habitat to retain the existing grizzly populations
o Complete the Grizzly Bear Inventory Project in the area north and east of the Valhalla
Park
Grizzly Bears
§ Provide the amount and distribution of habitat required to maintain suitable
population levels and distributions of grizzly bears, except in recovery areas where
populations appear to be too small or too restricted in distribution to remain viable.
In such recovery areas, the intent is to provide the amount and distribution of habitat
needed to allow the populations to recover in size and distribution, to the point they
are self-maintaining.
§ Minimize bear-human interaction so as to avoid human injury and/or mortality as
well as the displacement of grizzly bears either through forced relocation or mortality
resulting from past human conflicts, over-harvesting or poaching.
§ The above intent will be achieved by applying the following general measures:
- conserving highly productive and/or critical feeding and breeding habitats, and
ensuring bear access to these habitats
- avoiding residential and recreational development-related conflicts
- eliminating improperly managed carnivore attractants (e.g.,, uncontrolled
landfills)
- using landscape-level forest ecosystem networks (FENS) and regional
connectivity corridors to provide dispersal corridors between areas of
population concentrations (such as parks)
§ These guidelines apply to the Grizzly Bear Priority habitats, identified on map 3.4,
which represent areas of high grizzly bear density and priority recovery areas. [Need
to find map 3.4 to see whether Valhalla grizzly habitats are plotted and ranked.]
9
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All Ministry of Forests, BC Parks and private campsites should eliminate waste
disposal containers and require users to independently store and remove their waste
from the site.
Within Grizzly Bear habitats, environmental impact assessment for new construction
or expansion of resorts, backcountry cabins, trails and other recreational
developments should include an evaluation of potential impacts on carnivores.
Development plans may include monitoring of activities and impacts on carnivore
habitat and populations to ensure that limits of acceptable change are not exceeded.
Hunting regulations for grizzly bears and prey species, including hunting access
restrictions, should be coordinated with the both Provincial Grizzly Bear Strategy
and the BC Environment Harvest Strategy.

Fisheries
• Maintain wild fish stocks and habitats for existing species in Slocan Lake.
o Undertake an inventory and assessment of fish stocks and habitats.
o Document the recreational fishery
o Review the present management strategies and implement required changes
Recreation
• Maintain a range of recreation opportunities from semi primitive non-motorized to roaded
resource land.
o In the Bannock Burn drainage, develop trails to access Valhalla Provincial Park and
other popular mountaineering areas.
Water Source Community/Water Users Organization
• Maintain the Gwillim Creek water supply for the Village of Slocan
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Figure Two: Valhalla Park Boundary and Recreational Facilities, 2004
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NATURAL VALUES
Climate
Generally the climate of the Valhallas and Slocan Lake can be characterized as continental in
nature, having warm summers and cold winters. This is modified as a result of complex
interaction of rugged topography with weather systems directed by prevailing westerly winds.
Slope, aspect, elevation, and surface reflectivity along with the temperature modification effect of
Slocan Lake are all factors which act to produce a myriad of microclimates throughout the Park.
The Park area averages approximately 1800 hours of bright sunshine per year. July is the
sunniest month with an average of 300 hours sunshine. December is the least sunny with only 30
hours.
Mean daily maximum and minimum January temperatures of -0.15°C and -8.7°C respectively,
are typical for valley bottom sites. Comparable values in July are 27.8°C and 8.3 C. The most
extreme temperatures recorded in the area are -34°C in January and+40°C in July.
As a rule, temperatures decrease rapidly with increasing elevation (1-2°C/300m) and decrease
at a rate which varies diurnally and between months and seasons. Also, sites lying close to
Slocan Lake have slightly moderated temperatures throughout the year with minimum
temperatures higher and maximums lower than low elevation sites in other parts of the Slocan
Valley. From late July to mid September, the lake is warmer than Kootenay Lake. During the
winter, Slocan lake usua1ly remains unfrozen and acts as a source of heat to maintain higher
maximum and minimum temperatures on nearby sites.
Annual precipitation in the Slocan Valley ranges from 560mm (22.4 inches) in the lower
elevations to 1900mm (76 inches) at higher elevations. The Valhalla Ranges produce a localized
rain shadow effect on the leeward slopes. Precipitation is fairly evenly distributed throughout the
year with 61 to 63% of the annual total falling between October and March. Rain is common in
all months with peaks occurring in the May-June period and in October. Snowfall makes up 2540% of the annual total precipitation at low elevations and up to 80% at higher elevations. Snow
accumulation begins at high elevations as the freezing level lowers. Snowfalls usually begin at
lower elevations by mid- November. During late winter and spring, the process is reversed with
the complete disappearance of snow occurring in the valley bottoms by early April and by early
July at high elevations. Average maximum snow depths at valley bottom locations are up to 60
cm (24 inches) in January-February. At 2133 m (7,000 feet), average maximum snow depths
range from 280 to 345 cm (112-137 inches) and occur by mid-April.
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Winds in this region are channeled north and south along the Slocan Valley and blow from the
south with only a slightly greater frequency than from the north. At low elevations, wind speeds
over the year average 8.5 km/h. Calm conditions prevail 33% of the time. Wind speeds increase
with increasing elevation and wind direction is less influenced by valley orientation at higher
elevations.

Physiography
The Valhallas occur in the southern portion of the Selkirk Mountains which, along with the
Cariboo, Monashee and Purcell Ranges, are major divisions of the Columbia Mountains in
southeastern British Columbia. In general, they are characterized by steep, heavily timbered
slopes reaching to elevations of 2827 metres.
The Valhallas have been heavily glaciated, producing high cirque basins, aretes, turreted peaks
and areas of expansive cliff faces. The peaks at the south end of the Park are particularly spired
and castellated; the most outstanding are Mount Dag (2667 m), the Wolf's Ears (2667 m), Gimli
Peak (2758 m), Asgard Peak (2758 m), and Gladsheim (2827 m). To the north, the Devil's
Couch (2667m), Hela Peak (2717 m), and Mt. Denver (2758 m) are more massive, block
shaped mountains. Remnant glaciers remain along the crest of higher ridges, the greatest amount
of ice being on the north flank of Mt. Denver.

Geology
The major group of rocks underlying the Valhallas is known as the Valhalla Gneiss Complex.
The igneous rock intrusions and structural evolution of this complex were the subjects of a
detailed report by Reesor (1965). The Valhalla Complex consists of a succession of low
dipping, gneiss rocks composed of granitic and granodiorite formations of heterogeneous texture
and composition which are a part of the Shuswap Metamorphic Complex in southeastern British
Columbia. The Nelson Batholith forms the geologic base for the Valhallas. This massive
intrusion, upthrust some 20 million years ago, has evolved from rocks in the deep zone of the
mountain belt. The batholith originally underlaid sedimentary rocks which were deposited during
the Mesozoic era. These low grade meta-sediments with massive granitic intrusions are present
today in an east-west band between Nemo and Wee Sandy Creeks. Throughout the evolution
of the Valhalla Complex, there is clear evidence of close inter-dependence of structural
evolution, metamorphism, magmatization and granite emplacement.
It is possible that these may be very old rocks (greater than two billion years) that were
reactivated in the late Cretaceous. The foreslopes of the range are rugged and uniformly steep,
rising from an elevation of 530 m on S1ocan Lake through more than 2133m of transitional
forests to the alpine tundra of the 2743 m peaks. The shoreline of S1ocan Lake itself is
characterized by bluffs, large rocks and isolated pebble and white sand beaches.
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Soils
The surficial geology of the Valhallas is a reflection of the interaction of the bedrock geology and
the processes of weathering and glaciation. Further weathering and the addition of vegetation to
surficial deposits, in turn, gave rise to the major soil associations found in the area. A general
analysis of available soils mapping reveals four broad categories of surficial deposits and
associated soils that were formed subsequent to the last period of glaciation which occurred
some 10,000 years ago. They are rock outcroppings, talus slopes, colluvial deposits, and
glacio-fluvio ice contact deposits. The most widespread material is colluvium. Colluvial
materials have been produced by gravity-induced movement and occur on steeper slopes.
Since colluvial materials often consist of shattered bedrock, they are generally coarse-textured.
In the Valhallas, colluvium material of varying textures and depths occurs on slopes from 450 m
up to 1800 m and generally forms the basis for either Orthic Dystric Brunisols or Orthic HumoFerric Podzols. Also common in the Valhallas is exposed bedrock, especially in the higher
peaks, bluffs and valley headwall. (These are the product of the intense scouring effect of glacier
movement or the absence of it above 2100 m). Mechanical weathering of outcrops has
produced another ubiquitous deposit in the form of loose, stony and bouldery talus at all
elevations. There are a number of rockslide areas throughout the Park that occurred during and
after glacial retreat. This type of movement of material is an interesting phenomenon as it has
been responsible for the formation of a number of the step like lake systems and is still evident at
outfall areas of Beatrice and Cahill lakes. There are also examples of mass movement of rock
material onto the glacial ice sheet that was later deposited along the foreslopes of the Valhallas.
Also occurring on moderately sloping terrain towards the valley bottoms are glacial till or glaciofluvial ice contact deposits of varying texture and sorting and giving rise to a variety of soil types.

Water
Valhalla Park’s 27 km of Slocan Lake shoreline constitute a major asset, as the lake maintains
high water quality in spite of some industrial use and several lakeshore settlements. The
numerous creeks draining the mountains of the park are clear and fast flowing. The lower
reaches of the creeks churn through narrow canyons, often forming cataracts and whirlpools.
Affected only by wildlife activity in most drainages, creek water quality is virtually unimpaired.
The park includes five 2nd and 3rd order watersheds of approximately 5,000 ha in area, as well
as four 1st and 2nd order watersheds that are over 1,000 ha in area, as well as extensive face
units draining into Slocan Lake. All of the watersheds are completely within the park, although
there are some very small inclusions of private land in some cases. The watersheds are fully
forested with primary or well-developed secondary forests. Lower portions of some of the
watersheds experienced historical forest harvesting and milling activities between 1900 and
1920. Near the 1500 m level, 4.8 km long Evans Lake and 3.2 km Beatrice Lake are
uncommonly large, high elevation lakes with areas over 200 ha. In addition, there are two lakes
approximately 75 ha in area (Wee Sandy and Cahill), a few alpine lakes in the 10 -30 ha range
(e.g., Mulvey, Demers, Hird, Tracy Cooper, Upper Wee Sandy), and numerous smaller tarns in
14
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the upper cirque basins.
There are also unique hydrologic features such as intermittent streams (i.e. streams that have
alternating above and below-ground reaches), which are associated with large scale bedrock
landslides on the face units above Slocan Lake between Gwillim and Evans Creek and near the
mouth of Nemo Creek.

Vegetation
As noted on p.10, six biogeoclimatic units are found within Valhalla Park. The park includes a
relatively complete representation of the various site series found in each BEC unit present, in
distributions that are fairly representative of the ecosection as a whole. The distribution of site
series based on recent Predictive Ecosystem Mapping (PEM) for the Arrow Forest District is
shown in Appendix 4.
Valhalla Park is, for the most part, a treed landscape made up of a mosaic of successional forest
stands within the framework of three general biogeoclimatic zones. The lower elevations (4001600 m) are in the moist Interior Cedar Hemlock (ICH) zone and include such other species as
larch, grand fir, white pine, lodgepole pine, white spruce, yew, alder, birch, poplar, aspen,
willow, and mountain ash. Devil's club, huckleberry, prince's pine, and pleurozium moss are
common associated plants in the understory. The mid elevations (1600-2000 m) fall within the
moist Engelmann Spruce-Subalpine Fir (ESSF) zone with such other species as lodgepole pine,
aspen, and cottonwood. Common understory species include black mountain huckleberry,
foamflower, and pleurozium mloss. The highest elevation zone (2000-2400 m) is a combination
of moist Engelmann Spruce- Subalpine Fir Parkland and Alpine Tundra (AT). Other tree
species include white pine and alpine larch with various grasses, sedges, lichens, forbes, and
heather interspersed between trees and covering the Alpine Tundra zone.
There are very few pure climax stands at the lower elevations in the Valhallas owing to past
logging and fire activity3. The most interesting of the remaining forests are located in the vicinity
of Nemo and Wee Sandy Creeks, where stands of colossal spruce and cedar are found
interspersed with lady fern in a way that is reminiscent of the coast.
There are also some uncommon vegetation occurrences including salal, on the foreslopes of the
Valhallas south of Nemo Creek, and yellow cedar, in Ecological Reserve #32 at the west end of
Evans Lake. Yellow pine reaches its northern extremity in the area along Slocan Lake near
Cove Creek and above Little Cahill Lake.
The vegetation and forest cover, particularly on the slopes from the lake to the height of land, is
an important visual resource apart from its capability to support forest recreation. The

3

Described in more detail on pages 19-20 & 32.
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undisturbed forest cover accents the wilderness aspect of the Park and is highly visible and
attractive to tourists traveling on Highway 6 and to boaters on Slocan Lake.

Provincial Conservation Data Centre Red and Blue Listed Plant Species
Appendix 5 lists 21 plant species known or likely to be at risk in Valhalla Park, of which 5 are
red listed and 16 blue listed. None of these species are known to be threatened specifically
within the park at this time, but vegetation inventory is currently inadequate to provide any
certainty in this regard.

Wildlife
There does not appear to be any comprehensive inventory information available for the park in
particular; however, it can be assumed that many of the species listed in Appendix 2 for the ICH
and ESSF in the CCM can be found in the park, at least seasonally (Utzig et al. 2003). The
park's landscape diversity, range of elevation and size likely result in significant diversity of fauna
compared to other smaller parks.
Populations of wildlife are not particularly high owing to natural limitations on habitat
productivity. Some species such as mountain goat and caribou have been reduced, perhaps
through past hunting pressure; however, difficulty of access and the natural character of the park
have allowed the continued existence of a fairly rich diversity of wildlife. The park is also
extensive enough to offer the unique opportunity to preserve all inclusive seasonal habitats for
such species as grizzlies and mountain goats, unlike many parks which protect only a portion of
wildlife seasonal ranges.

Mammals
Larger mammals in the park area include mule deer, some whitetail deer, grizzly and black
bears, mountain goats, cougar, and possibly elk. In particular, the south facing canyon walls of
Gwillim, Evans, Nemo, and Wee Sandy drainages have been identified as important wintering
areas for mountain goat (McCrory, 1984), and some reconnaissance goat habitat surveys in the
southern portion of the park (Poole and Mowat, 1997) . However, there has been no complete
goat habitat mapping completed for the park.
Valhalla Park supports a wide range of small mammals, including lynx, bobcat, otter, skunk,
wolverine, mink, weasel, marten, raccoon, and coyote. Populations of furbearers have
supported moderate trapping pressure for the past 50 years. Smaller mammals include marmots,
pikas, squirrels, chipmunks, snowshoe hares, ground squirrels, mice, shrews, and moles.
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Birds
There are many species of birds in the area and numbers vary depending on the season. During
the summer months, it is possible to view golden and bald eagles, osprey, kingfisher, loon, jays,
and Clark's nutcrackers. Several species of grouse inhabit the forest areas while alpine
ptarmigan can be found at higher elevations. The climax forests provide habitat for owls. Some
of the smaller transient bird species include chickadee, woodpecker, swallow, sandpiper, and
sparrows. Waterfowl such as teal and mallard are also present in the Park area.

Fish
Because Slocan Lake is low in nutrients, it has relatively low fish populations and fishery values.
Prior to the completion of the Grand Coulee Dam in the 1942, the fish populations of the Slocan
watershed were dominated by Columbia salmon. Although the salmon are gone, fish species in
Slocan Lake now include kokanee, bull trout, rainbow trout, mountain whitefish, dolly varden,
wests lope (Yellowstone) cutthroat trout, brook trout, white sturgeon, lake chub, largescale
sucker, dace, northern pikeminnow, peamouth chub, redside shiner and sculpin. Gerrard
rainbow trout are stocked on an annual basis (MSRM 2003).4
The west side tributaries have had limited fish habitat capability owing to falls and velocity
barriers at their lower reaches adjacent to the lake. Native sculpins, squawfish, suckers, sheneis,
Dolly Varden and mountain whitefish are common to Valhalla Park and Slocan Lake. The
natural situation has been altered by stocking of sport fishing species in a number of lakes and
streams before the park was established. Mulvey Creek was reportedly stocked with rainbow
trout in the early 1940s. Evans Creek includes native kokanee, westslope (Yellowstone)
cutthroat trout, and rainbow trout stocked in 1949. Indian Creek contains native kokanee in the
lower reaches, while Cove Creek has bull trout and kokanee. Nemo Creek has kokanee and
rainbow trout, and Wee Sandy Creek contains westslope (Yellowstone) cutthroat trout (MSRM
2003)5. Beatrice, Evans, Cahill and Hird Lakes were stocked with rainbow trout between 1930
and 1938. Cahill Lake was stocked in the 1940s and contains kokanee and rainbow trout.
Thor Lake was stocked with brook trout in the late 1950s. Wee Sandy, Wragge and Shannon
Lakes were stocked with westslope cutthroat trout in the early seventies.

Provincial Conservation Data Centre Red and Blue Listed Species
Due to the lack of field inventory work little is known about rare and endangered species found
in Valhalla Provincial Park. The Conservation Data Center has one blue listed species (Cottus
confusus - Shorthead Sculpin) confirmed in the park. Appendix 5 lists other species at risk
within the Arrow Lakes Forest District which are likely to be present in the park. The list

4

G.F. Utzig and C. Scott-May, Development of Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for
Protected Areas, prepared for Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, March 2003, p.68.
5
Ibid.
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includes five blue-listed species of birds (Great Blue Heron, American Bittern, Canyon Wren,
Bobolink, Lewis’s Woodpecker), two blue-listed amphibians (Painted Turtle, Coeur d’Alene
Salamander), six fish (red-listed: White Sturgeon, Umatilla Dace; blue-listed: Shorthead Sculpin,
Rocky Mountain Sculpin, Cutthroat Trout, Bull Trout), and three mammals (red-listed: Fisher;
blue-listed: Wolverine, Grizzly bear). Two species at risk warrant particular mention.
Mountain Caribou – This red-listed species apparently is no longer found in the park and is
under considerable stress throughout its traditional range in the West Kootenay. According to
Utzig and Scott-May (2003): “Caribou were once fairly extensive in the Valhalla Range, with
highest quality habitat generally found to the west and north of the park (Guy Woods, pers.
comm.). Caribou were observed in Mulvey Basin and on the New Denver Glacier in the 1960s
and 70s, and were seen in the upper passes of the park as late as the mid 1980s (McCrory
1986). The Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan no longer requires management measures for
caribou habitat in the Valhalla Range (KIAMC 1997).”6 While the park is too small to offer a
self-contained refuge for caribou, it retains potential to support the species as part of a recovery
strategy, if connectivity can be re-established to remnant populations to the north and east.
Grizzly Bears - Grizzly bear habitats in Valhalla Park were originally mapped and assessed in
1984.7 Though more current information should be obtained, the original assessment is still
relevant and should be considered in updating the Park Management Plan (see Figure 4:
Natural Features).
• The grizzly bear habitats in Wee Sandy, Sharp and Hoben Creeks, while adequate to
support transient feeding, do not seem to warrant special designation or protection and are
judged to have limited capability, except possibly in the vicinity of Niord Lake.
• High capability grizzly habitat through most of the upper half of the Nemo Creek drainage
deserves protection for its wildlife significance and also constrains human recreational activity
in the area, except perhaps in winter.
• Grizzly habitat at the east and west ends of Cahill Lake and along Beatrice Creek above
Beatrice Lake should be allowed for in considering trails, campsites and human activities in
the drainage. However, grizzly concentrations do not appear to be high enough to warrant
special protected status for the area within the Park.
• Four areas of grizzly habitat occur in the Gwillim Creek drainage, from below the headwater
lakes headwall to over halfway down the drainage.
• The highest concentration of grizzly bears in the Park is found in the lower Mulvey Creek
drainage, and special measures are required to protect their habitat and to minimize public
contact.

6

Ibid, p. 67.
Wayne McCrory, Grizzly Bear Habitat and Use in Relation to Recreational Facilities in Valhalla Provincial
Park, prepared for the Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing, Parks and Outdoor Recreation Divis ion,
Kootenay Region, January 1984).
7
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A 1998 study of grizzly bear density in the Selkirk Mountains8, which included the Valhalla Park
area, concluded that the average population for the entire 9,866 km2 study area was 26.6 grizzly
bears/1000 km2 . The medium habitat suitability rating produced an estimate of 269 bears for
the study area, but study results suggested that bears were more abundant in the north than the
south (which includes the Valhallas).
The Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan Implementation Strategy provided a number of specific
management guidelines for grizzly bear management. Those relevant to the Valhalla
Management Plan update have been included on p.7 of this Background Document. Evidence
that the Valhalla grizzly bear population has become isolated from populations east of the Slocan
Valley has been presented by Utzig & Scott-May:
A 2001 study9 of grizzly bear habitat and population fragmentation in the West
Kootenays, identified a series of sub-populations of grizzly bears in the Selkirk
Mountains based on the genetics of individual bears. The study sampled DNA of grizzly
bears in the Central and Southern Selkirk Mountains and compared those results with
those the genetic characteristics of bears in the surrounding area. The results indicate that
the sub-population of grizzly bears that occur in the Valhalla Park area are genetically
isolated from bears east of Highway 6 and the Slocan River, and south of Highway 31
between New Denver and Kaslo. The study identified evidence of some movement of
bears across Highway 6 between Hills and Nakusp north of Slocan Lake, but even this
connectivity was somewhat limited.
The study found no evidence of recent movement or dispersal of bears into or out of the
area surrounding Kokanee Glacier Park, resulting in a fracture zone between grizzly bear
populations in Kokanee Glacier and Valhalla Parks, as well as between Kokanee
Glacier and West Arm Park and between Kokanee Glacier and Goat Range. It is
suggested that the main contributing factors to the population fractures are the relatively
dense rural settlement along the Slocan Valley, as well as the West Arm of Kootenay
Lake, and past development along the Kaslo-New Denver corridor (i.e. RetallackThree Forks-Sandon). The bears are also under continued pressure due to humancaused mortality, displacement and habitat degradation. Unless connectivity can be reestablished, the demographic isolation of these subpopulations will lead to further
increases in risk due to the loss of the "rescue effect" from dispersing migrant bears from
other "healthy" populations.10

8

Garth Mowat and Curtis Strobeck, Estimating Population Size of Grizzly Bears Using Hair Capture and DNA
Fingerprinting in the Central Selkirk Mountains of British Columbia, FINAL REPORT, October 19, 1998.
9

M. Proctor, Grizzly bear habitat and population fragmentation in the Central Selkirk Mountains and
surrounding region of Southeast BC, unpublished report for Slocan Forest Products Inc, Slocan BC, 2001
10
G.F. Utzig and C. Scott-May, Development of Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for
Protected Areas, prepared for Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, March 2003, p. 64.
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Ecosection Representation and Biodiversity
Biogeoclimatic Zones
Valhalla Park is situated between Lower Arrow Lake and Slocan Lake in the Valhalla Range of
the Selkirk Ranges of the Columbia Mountains Physiographic Region. The Park’s
representation of 3.1% of the Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection (CCM) is considered
both significant and viable.11 The 1995 designation of Purcell Wilderness Conservancy Park –
West Addition and Goat Range Park doubled protected area representation in this ecosection,
reducing the protected area proportion represented by Valhalla to 17.9%. According to BEC
mapping, the park has an elevational sequence of six BEC units, as follows:
• Dry Warm Interior Cedar - Hemlock Subzone (ICHdw) at low elevations in the extreme
southeastern corner of the park.
• Columbia-Shuswap Moist Warm Interior Cedar-Hemlock variant (ICHmw2) at low and
mid elevations. Above this, three variants of the ESSFwc occur in the park • Columbia Wet Cold Engelmann Spruce - Subalpine Fir variant (ESSFwc1) at mid-elevation
that is transitional to the ICH,
• The typical ESSF closed forest Selkirk Wet Cold Engelmann Spruce - Subalpine Fir variant
(ESSFwc4), and
• The high elevation open/ clumpy forest Selkirk Wet Cold Engelmann Spruce Subalpine Fir
Parkland (ESSFwc4p). (The ESSFwc4u has not been not mapped in the Arrow TSA.)
• At the highest elevations of the park, above tree-line there are limited areas of Alpine Tundra
(AT) which are mainly rock, talus and glacier.
The percentages of biogeoclimatic ecological classification subzones within the CCM ecosection
that are represented within the Park are as follows:12
ICH dw
ICH mw 2

0.5%
4.3%

ESSF wc 1
ESSF wc4/wc4u
ESSF wcp4

3.5%
3.6%

AT un

1.3%

Valhalla park contains six of the seven landscape elements identified within the CCM, including
main valley bottoms adjacent to major lakes and rivers, main valley face units, secondary valley
floors and sidewalls and high elevation ridgelines and mountain passes. Valhalla has less
diversity than some other parks within the CCM as it is centred within the ecosection and so
does not include some of the diversity that is found at the edges of the ecosection. Along the
shoreline, the soils are generally shallow and so the park does not represent the wider variety of
sites associated with the BEC – rather it represents the drier site units. It does, however, contain
reasonable representation of ICHmw2 in the lower elevation. Of key importance is its
11

For a detailed description of the characteristics of the CCM ecosection, see Appendix Two.
Scott-May, Cathy, Ecological Objectives by Ecosection: Summary of Gap and Conflict Analysis,
Recommendations for Phase 2, p.28
12
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uniqueness among provincial parks in this region in that it has the full elevational range from ridge
tops to the shoreline of a large, low elevation lake13. It is also significant within the ecosection
for the amount of remaining intact forest14 it contains, given the degree of disturbance and road
development that has occurred outside protected areas.
The park also provides good quality, core habitat for Grizzly bears, as well as habitat for a range
of other large and small mammals. The park contains significant old growth and a unique area of
Yellow Cedar.

Natural Disturbance Types
Natural disturbances are defined as relatively distinct events in time that disrupt ecosystem,
community, or population structure and that change resources, the availability of suitable habitat,
and/or the physical environment. Wildfire, wind, drought, insects, and disease cause some of the
most widespread landscape disturbance. However, a relatively minor disturbance, involving tree
death or treefall gaps, would affect only one or a few individuals.15 Four of the five Natural
Disturbance Types in the Province’s classification system apply to the Park’s biogeoclimatic
subzones and variants.16 The following assessment is reproduced from Development of
Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for Protected Areas, by G.F. Utzig and
C. Scott-May, March 2003, p. 62:
The ICHmw2 is classed as Natural Disturbance Type 2 (NDT2), while the ESSFwc1,
ESSFwc4 and ESSFwc4u are classed as NDT1. The ICHdw is classed as NDT3 and
the ESSFwc4p and AT are classed as NDT5 (BC MoF 1995). In general Valhalla
Park is dominated by NDT2 at lower elevations, and NDT1 at mid to higher elevations.
The lower elevations, particularly on warmer aspects, are grading toward NDT3 at the
southern end of the park. NDT1 and NDT2 are defined as areas with rare and
infrequent stand-replacing disturbance events respectively, indicating that stand replacing
events are generally infrequent on the face units and lower elevations of the side valleys
and rare in the headwaters of the side valleys and upper elevations.
The natural disturbance regime for the area including Valhalla Park is likely dominated
by relatively long intervals of low intensity gap-replacement stand level disturbance by
insects, fungi and wind, interrupted by infrequent to rare stand-replacing crown fires.
Estimates for return intervals for stand-replacing fires in the ESSFwc4 and ICHmw2
13

Province of British Columbia, Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, Environmental Stewardship
Division, Annual Management Plan 2003/04, Valhalla Provincial Park, March 27, 2003, p.3
14
Valhalla Wilderness Society mosaic map of Remaining Intact Forest as of 2002, which uses criteria of
areas greater than 5,000 ha, excluding all forest areas with a road density greater than 0.25 km/square km
15
Parminter, John and Patrick Daigle, Extension Note 10: Landscape Ecology and Natural Disturbances:
Relationships to Biodiversity, Province of British Columbia, Ministry of Forests, Research Program, July
1997.
16
Province of British Columbia, Forest Practices Code Biodiversity Handbook, September 1995
(http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/fpc/fpcguide/biodiv/biotoc.htm)
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vary from about a 100 years for dry sites on warm aspects to over 500 years on wet
sites and cool aspects (Dorner et al. 2003). The western upper portions of the side
drainages of the park, due to their moist shaded conditions and isolation from higher fire
frequency major valley face units, likely had natural disturbance return intervals toward
the mid to upper portion of the range (-300 - 500 years). In contrast, the eastern portion
of the park, including the face units above Slocan Lake and the southern aspects at the
mouths of Mulvey, Gwillim, Evans, Beatrice and Nemo Creeks, due to their warmer
aspects, drier edaphic conditions, and drier climatic condition, likely had more frequent
return intervals than other parts of the park (-200 - 350 years). In the southern portion
of the park, this may partly have been due to the potential of fires spreading into the
park from the more frequent fire disturbance regimes in the ICHdw in the lower
elevations of the southern Slocan valley. Most stand replacing disturbance are wildfires
of various sizes, but outbreaks of defoliating insects, bark beetles and root diseases can
also play important roles.
Some of the southerly warmer aspects at the valley mouths of Mulvey, Gwillim, Evans
and Beatrice Creeks likely also include areas subject to mixed fire regimes. Recent
studies have found evidence that warmer aspects with drier site types within the ICHdw
were subject to mixed disturbance regimes that included high frequency (-14-65 years)
low-intensity ground fires in some locations, favouring the development of open stands
of ponderosa pine, Douglas fir and western larch (Quesnel and Pinnnell 2000, Dorner et
al. 2003).
Between the stand-replacing events, low intensity gap-replacement stand level
disturbance by insects, fungi and wind would also have operated on a continuous basis.
Steeper slopes were also subject to landslide disturbances and the floodplains and fans
were also subject to flooding and channel migration. Slopes at mid to upper elevations
on the southern shoulder near the mouth of Nemo Creek and mid-elevation face units
between Gwillim and Mulvey Creeks are undergoing disturbance by ongoing bedrock
block failures.

Wildlife Movement
From a hydrologic systems and fisheries perspective the Park includes a number of drainages
that flow into Slocan Lake and are ultimately linked with the whole Columbia basin. However,
the lake forms a barrier to wildlife movement along most of the park’s eastern side. For
ungulates and other wide-ranging species able to cross the lake or utilize high elevation passes,
there is potential for interaction with a significant area surrounding the boundaries of the park
itself. The most extensive mammal species are likely to include ungulates and bears. The Central
Selkirk Caribou population was known to utilize the park until as recently as the 1980s;
however, they are presently considered extirpated from the park. Home ranges of other
ungulates likely extend to winter ranges north and south of the park and into the Columbia River
valley. Migratory bird species may indirectly link the park to habitats outside BC.
22

Management Plan Background Document
Draft 13D 2004/12

Valhalla Provincial Park

Connectivity17
The park is bounded primarily by Crown Lands and Slocan Lake; however, there are
some adjacent private lands in the vicinity of Slocan City and some small private inholdings along Slocan Lake. The greater park ecosystem is also affected by decisions
taken regarding the Arrow Timber Supply Area, Slocan Forest Products' Tree Farm
License #3 to the south, Pope and Talbot's TFL #23 to the southwest, the KootenayBoundary Higher Level Plan, and Wildlife Management Units 4-16 and to a lesser
extent 4-15 and 4-17.
The areas north and west of the park in Ministry of Forests Landscape Units N521,
N522 and N523 have been assigned an Intermediate Biodiversity Emphasis Option,
while the areas to the south in N516 and N517 have been assigned a Low Biodiversity
Emphasis Option. There are no biodiversity management requirements for retention of
mature forest in any of the adjacent Landscape Units. The park occupies an important
north-south link in the regional connectivity network, interconnecting with an east-west
corridor running through Caribou Creek and Shannon-Wragge Creeks to the north, and
Bannock Burn Creek and the Little Slocan River to the south. However, no
management requirements are attached to the connectivity network, except to use
mature and old forests retained under other provisions to meet the connectivity
objectives.
Immediately north of the park, the face units and lower slopes of Wragge and Shannon
Creeks have been designated Class 1 Scenic Areas, as have the eastern slopes of Perry
Ridge to the south of the park. In addition the face units in the main Slocan Valley further
north and south, as well as across the lake from the park have also been designated
Class 1 Scenic Areas, and some areas in Burton, Woden and Snow Creeks to the west
have been designated Class 2 Scenic Areas. These classifications will result in some
level of retention of mature timber to maintain visual quality on crown lands; however,
the exact nature of the retention is presently under review (Steve Flett, MSRM, pers.
comm.). Although caribou were previously found in and around the park, no caribou
habitat management areas have been designated near the park. The face units along
Slocan Lake have previously been mapped as ungulate winter range, and the
management guidelines for these areas are also currently under revision (Guy Woods,
MWLAP, pers. comm.).
Most of the operable forest land base south and southwest of the park in Robertson,
Bannock Burn, Hoder, Koch, Burton, Woden and Snow Creeks has been designated
Enhanced Resource Development Zone (ERDZ) for timber production. The ERDZs
17

Material drawn from Development of Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for
Protected Areas, by G.F. Utzig and C. Scott-May, March 2003, p.63-64.
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almost run to the park boundary in places, and include portions of the designated
Regional Connectivity Network. Increased emphasis on timber production in these areas
may have detrimental impacts on connectivity and habitat supply for species requiring
mature or old forest cover, or specific stand structural attributes.

Identified Threats and Stressors to Ecological Integrity18
Although Valhalla Park is large in size and relatively undisturbed, the park is still significantly
impacted by highways, agricultural development and intensive rural/urban development in its
vicinity. The primary internal threats to the park are associated with recreational use along the
lakeshore and other high use zones. Past timber harvesting, mining, urban and rural development
and construction of transportation and utility corridors in the greater park ecosystem have had
significant impacts on the ecological integrity of some ecological values associated with the park,
especially caribou and grizzly populations. Potential future threats are primarily associated with
continuing forestry development in the greater park ecosystem and expanded urban and rural
development surrounding the park. There appears to be no information on the presence of
invasive species in the park.

Conservation Risk Assessment19
Through the Conservation Risk Assessment (Scott-May 2002), Valhalla Provincial Park
was assessed as being at medium risk due to the cumulative impacts from both internal
and external stresses. An overall assessment of the conservation values gave the park a
rating of 25 out of a possible score of 36, with high scores for naturalness, the diversity
of ecosystem representation, and the presence and diversity of special
landforms/features, rare species/habitats and cultural features. The park was ranked
relatively low with respect to the rarity of ecosystem representation.
With respect to risk factors, Valhalla Provincial Park was given a score of 6 out of a
possible of 16, with watershed integrity being identified as the main risk factor. (In
contrast to intuitive logic, the CRA process appears to conclude that increasing presence
of fully represented 3rd order watersheds within a protected area leads to increased risk
to watershed integrity.) Recreation use was identified as a moderate stress, generally
creating impacts at the site or stand level, mainly during the summer and fall. Impacts felt
to be relevant to the risk rating included: introductions of exotic species and disturbance
of species.

18

Ibid.
This section is reproduced in its entirety from Section 4.5.5 Environmental Risk Status in Utzig & ScottMay, Development of Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for Protected Areas, p. 69.
19
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A review of the threats existing within the park and its greater ecosystem as part of this
project has resulted in a conclusion that departs somewhat from the CRA conclusion.
Given the size and shape of the park, the minimal development within the park, the
management direction in area surrounding the park, and the zonation and management
direction provided in the 1989 Master Plan, we would give the park an environmental
risk rating of low (possibly tending to moderate). Although the recreational activity in the
park clearly creates significant risk to some localized areas within the park, in general the
activity is not associated with the habitats of species or ecosystems at risk. Because of
the multiple access points to the park, trail systems that tend to disperse rather than
concentrate people (in contrast to Kokanee Glacier Park), and lack of motorized travel
within the park, there are still significant areas within the park that experience minimal
recreational activity (e.g., mid and upper Nemo Creek). These remote and low intensity
areas still cover almost a full range of the values represented in the park (with the
possible exception of beach areas). Although the potential for fire and insect attacks
provide some risk to old growth values within the park, those processes are part of a
functioning natural disturbance regime that is an integral part of ecological integrity. This
rating is not intended to imply that there are no actions required to maintain the low level
of risk to ecological integrity, but rather that the threats are generally localized, and
manageable.
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Figure Three: Valhalla Park Natural and Cultural Features:
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CULTURAL VALUES
Valhalla Provincial Park has a number of provincially significant archeological resources, both
pre- and post-contact. These sites are legally protected by the Heritage Conservation Act and,
as a conservation measure, their precise locations are generally not publicized. Detailed
information on 15 Valhalla Park sites is held by the Ministry of Sustainable Resource
Management, Archaeology and Registry Services Branch, Victoria.

First Nations
Valhalla Provincial Park is situated within the traditional territory of three First Nation groups: the
Okanagan, Sinixt20 and the Ktunaxa Kinbasket. Most First Nations uses of the area were
concentrated in major lake corridors (i.e. Arrow Lakes, Slocan Lake, and Kootenay Lake) and
accompanying valleys, often by-passing rugged mountains, such as those found in the park.
Preliminary research on an archaeological site in Vallican (located at the confluence of the little
Slocan and Slocan Rivers about 30 km south of Slocan lake) indicates that human history in the
Slocan Valley dates back from 500 to 1000 B.C. The most recent dated remains, which include
such things as pictographs, cultural depressions, and lithic scatters, belonged mostly to the
Sinixts Indians who were of Salishan stock. More commonly referred to as the Lakes People,
their population appears to have abandoned the valley when the first miners and trappers arrived
prior to 1850. They left behind visible testimony of their relationship to their environment in the
form of pictographs and other sites which occur along the length of Slocan Lake, particularly on
the western shore. One archaeological site high in an alpine basin indicates that they had
penetrated deep into the wilds of the Valhallas long before the first settlers.

Non-Aboriginal
The earliest recorded mineral investigations date from about 1850 when prospectors, geologists,
and surveyors began to explore the area around Slocan Lake. Despite the provincially significant
mining boom on the east side of Slocan Lake from about 1891 to the early 1900’s, no claims
were ever developed in the present Park. However, in early recognition of the recreation and
tourism appeal of the Valhallas, the Town Improvement Society of New Denver constructed a
trail up Sharp Creek to the New Denver Glacier between 1907 and 1910. The trail was
restored by Sierra Club international work parties between 1978 and 1981, and the ruins of the
old tourist cabin below the Glacier remain identifiable. From 1900 until a large fire destroyed
most of the available timber in the 1920's there was a period of logging activity which saw the
construction of elaborate flumes on Evans, Mulvey, Gwillim, Beatrice, and Wee Sandy Creeks.
Turbine water driven saws on Cahill lake and Evans Creek provided the machinery to mill logs
for some of the flume construction.
20

A Salishan cultural group, also referred to as the Lakes People, presently regarded as extinct by the Federal
and Provincial Governments and not accorded status as a current and distinct First Nation.
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Remnants of these activities, including flumes and the wagon roads that serviced them are still
evident today.21 A transportation system which included barges on Slocan lake to supply the
various camps, as well as a trail to move donkeys and wild horses from Slocan City to the
mouth of Evans Creek, was also effective in moving out the finished product which included
cedar poles as well as white pine to supply the Eddy Match Company of Nelson. During this
period, most of the prime timber on the front slopes below 900 m elevation was hand and horse
logged, leaving behind less merchantable trees and species but virtually no lasting visual impact.
After the fire in the mid 1920's, human activity in the Valhallas was largely confined to trapping
and establishment of several homesteads. Perhaps the most notable trapper was Mr. E.H. Hird
of Slocan who stocked Evans Lake with rainbow trout in 1936 and who, along with his wife,
built various cabins which were still in existence in the Valhallas in 1983.

OUTDOOR RECREATION and TOURISM
VALUES
Outdoor Recreation Features
Valhalla Provincial Park has a number of provincially and regionally significant recreation feature
values22. While specific features such as Mulvey Basin and the Nemo Walls have the highest
ratings, each drainage has its own character and distinctive array of recreation features, and
these are detailed in Appendix 6.
Primary outdoor recreation features of the park include:
• Provincially significant pristine lake and mountain panoramas, based on views of the Valhalla
Range from various elevations on the east side of Slocan Lake;
• Provincially significant mountain scenery, including Mulvey Basin, the Devil’s Range and the
Nemo Walls;
• Provincially significant plant communities, including the Evans Lake Yellow Cedar, the Cove
Creek coastal salal/ponderosa pine forest and the upper Nemo Creek Engelmann
Spruce/coastal fern association
• Regionally significant large mountain lakes, including Evans Lake, Beatrice Lake and Wee
Sandy Lake;
• Regionally significant alpine and sub-alpine vegetation at locations such as Mulvey Basin,
Drinnon Pass, Gwillim Lakes, Upper Demers Lakes, Avis Lakes, Mt Meers, and below the
New Denver Glacier.
21

See Appendix Six for information on cultural features in specific areas.
Applying criteria under the British Columbia Resources Inventory Committee Recreation Features
Inventory Procedures and Standards Manual, 1998.
22
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Visual Values
The land and water visual features of the Valhallas may be grouped into three zones: the western
shore of Slocan Lake; the creek drainages; and the alpine areas, which include a large number of
small, attractive lakes.
Slocan Lake itself is a major visual feature of the park, creating a sense of distance or isolation
between the relatively close east and west shores. The lake dominates in high angle views from
the east side highway as well as low angle views from east side communities and west side
beaches. These beaches themselves, though not numerous, constitute attractive features, and
together with the half-dozen pictographs along the western lakeshore, they provide visually
appealing focal points along the waterfront at close range.
For the most part, the western shoreline of Slocan Lake is rocky and relatively featureless with
rugged forested slopes that have low to moderate recreational capability. However, these slopes
lie in front of a very scenic background of rugged mountain peaks and have a high aesthetic
value as they are immediately visible from the eastern side of Slocan Lake by travelers on
Highway 6, as well as from the various villages and communities on the east side of Slocan
Lake. These apparently undisturbed front slopes are the basis of the Slocan Valley's image as an
area of outstanding natural beauty. They constitute the park's most significant visual resource, in
that their vistas attract and satisfy many highway access visitors to the valley who may never
actually set foot in the park itself.
All but two of the creeks in the study area (Mulvey and Gwillim) flow directly into Slocan Lake.
They all churn through narrow canyons forming many cataracts and whirlpools. Developed trails
part way up key drainages (Wee Sandy Creek, Sharp Creek, Nemo Creek, Gwillim Creek,
and Mulvey Creek) offer opportunities for day hikers and backpackers to see the turbulent
streams, to reach the scenic alpine areas, and to view mountain goats and other wildlife.
Glaciation has provided a rugged alpine area of cirque basins, horn-like peaks and expansive
cliff faces. Numerous lakes and tarns, alpine vegetation and stark granitic rock contribute to
spectacular foreground vistas, while parallel east-west ranges of the Valhallas constitute dramatic
middle ground and the distant ranges of the Monashees, Selkirks and Purcells complete the
background.

Outdoor Recreation and Tourism Opportunities
Valhalla Park's conservation values enhance recreation and tourism opportunities. The park's
extensive lake shoreline and segmentation into six varied, major drainages offers a diversity of
recreational opportunities unusual in an area of such relatively small size. Although visitor levels
remain relatively modest, the park has continued to develop a high profile as a symbol of the
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natural beauty and wilderness character of the Slocan Lake area23. Much of its use remains
vicarious as it provides an inspirational backdrop to other recreational activities taking place on
the east side of the lake.
The 1987 Master Plan Background Document identified recreational and tourism features and
opportunities by drainage. Although some of the identified opportunities may no longer be
deemed appropriate, much of this detailed information remains relevant and it has been attached
as Appendix 6. Current recreation and tourism activities include those summarized below.
Day-use activities:
• Vicarious appreciation of the park from the Idaho Lookout and from various viewpoints
along Highway 6;
• Boating and boat-accessed beach activities at any of the 18 beaches along the park’s
Slocan Lake shoreline, 8 of which currently have facilities;
• Day hiking and nature and cultural feature appreciation from Slocan Lake boat-accessed
sites, particularly on trails at Wee Sandy Creek, Sharp Creek, Nemo Creek, Cove Creek,
and Evans/Beatrice Creek;
• Day hiking on the Slocan-Evans Creek trail;
• Day-use fishing at Emerald, Cahill or Beatrice Lakes;
• Day hiking for viewing purposes on the Gimli Ridge and Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes trails;
• Climbing/mountaineering in areas accessed by the Gimli Ridge and Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes
trails;
• Day-use floatplane access to Evans Lake for viewing or fishing activities.
Overnight activities:
• Boat-accessed beach destination camping at individual Slocan Lake shoreline sites;
• Multi-day boating trips down the Slocan Lake shoreline, with camping at a variety of sites;
• Relatively easy backpacking o on the Slocan-Evans Creek trail to the South Evans Beach campsite,
o up the Evans/Beatrice Creek trail to Emerald, Cahill and Beatrice Lakes;
• More strenuous backpacking on trails o up the Wee Sandy Creek trail to the Holt Shelter at Iron Creek and to Wee Sandy
Lake;
o up the Sharp Creek trail to the New Denver Glacier;
o up the Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes trail to the Drinnon, Wicca or Gwillim Lakes campsites;
• Strenuous backpacking off trails –
o from the Beatrice Lake trail over the ridge to the east end of Evans Lake, primarily for
backcountry fishing;
o via the Gimli Ridge trail for mountaineering activities in Mulvey Basin;
o via the Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes trail and undeveloped routes to Valhalla Lake, Coven
Lakes, Hird Lakes, Demers Lakes and Avis Lakes;

23

For example, the outdoor clothing line “Valhalla Pure” both trades upon and enhances this image.
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o around a circle route via Wee Sandy Creek and Lake, across undeveloped routes to the
New Denver Glacier and down the Sharp Creek trail;
o along the spine of the Valhalla Range from Gwillim Lakes to Wee Sandy Lake.
Multi-day floatplane accessed camping at Evans Lake, primarily for fishing purposes.
Multi-day ski touring –
o along the spine of the Valhalla Range from Gwillim Lakes to Wee Sandy Lake. This
activity, though still relatively light, is considered a classic winter route in the region and is
gaining in popularity.

Commercial activities:
• The 1989 Plan identified commercial opportunities for providing boat access, guiding day
and backcountry hiking, offering camping or ultimately lodge accommodations, and
providing helicopter access. In fact, commercial activity in the park has been well below
levels permitted in the plan.
• Currently, the Association of Canadian Mountain Guides (ACMG) and four independent
operators (including the Ice Creek Lodge just west of the park) provide a range of guided
recreational pursuits not involving any infrastructure within the park. Such activities not only
benefit the tourism economies of surrounding communities, but also provide responsible,
supervised use with a greater level of visitor accountability and consistency than use by the
general public at large.
• Two helicopter companies24 presently have permits to provide access to Valhalla Park, but
these services have been very lightly used by either public or commercial groups (average of
a single trip per year).
Since 1989, there has been a gradual increase in the number of tourism businesses such as
guiding services, bed and breakfast lodgings, hotels and campgrounds, both in the Slocan Valley
and along the Arrow Lakes to the west. There are also now four commercial backcountry
lodges close to Valhalla Park (at McKean Lakes to the south, Naumulten Mountain and Ice
Creek to the west and Shannon Creek to the north). The construction of a new core area cabin
in Kokanee Glacier Park has also improved the supply of roofed accommodation in that nearby
Provincial Park. Over the same period, the air-accessed commercial facilities at Avis, Demers
and Evans lakes, provided for in the 1989 plan, have not materialized, and funding has not been
available for public cabin construction at Wee Sandy Lake. With opportunities comparable to
those originally provided for inside Valhalla Park now being offered in the surrounding areas, the
unrealized 1989 proposals should be weighed against the benefits of maintaining this key park as
more of a refuge for non-mechanized and wilderness-oriented recreational pursuits. The latter
option would also be consistent with the current greater management emphasis on the ecological
conservation role of protected areas25. This emphasis calls for limiting development in major

24
25

Kokanee Helicopters Inc. and High Terrain Helicopters
BC Parks Legacy Project, 1998
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representative parks, especially kinds of commercial infrastructure which can occur outside park
boundaries26.

Access
The park is located on the western shore of Slocan Lake, north of both Slocan and Castlegar,
and encompasses most of the Valhalla Range of the Selkirk Mountains. The park can be
accessed by water, by forest industrial roads to the boundaries, by trail or, and by air (under
certain constraints). Highway 6 provides primary access to the general area. The nearest
communities to the park are Slocan City to the southeast, Silverton to the east, New Denver to
the northeast and Burton to the west (on Upper Arrow Lake). All of the Slocan Lake villages
have public boat launches. A hiking trailhead can be found in Slocan City.
Most of the park fronting on the west side of Slocan Lake must be reached by boat.
Commercial water taxis are available to take visitors across the lake. Powerboats are the
prevailing mode of public access, although access by canoe or kayak is increasing.
The interior of the park can be accessed by a variety of trails, as listed in the Trails section
below.
Timber harvesting roads approach the boundaries on the north, west and south, and in some
cases provide access to trailheads leading into the Park. The condition of these roads depends
heavily on the level of harvesting occurring at any particular time or season, and consistent
vehicular access cannot be assumed.
The 1989 Management Plan provided for floatplane access to Evans Lake and helicopter
access to Wee Sandy Lake (winter only), Avis Lakes, and Demers lakes. With the exception of
fairly consistent use of Evans Lake by private floatplanes, these opportunities, which had been
associated with commercial group and/or cabin use, have not been pursued. However,
helicopter use for recreational purposes is increasing on the lands surrounding the park,
helicopters regularly support recreational use in Kokanee Glacier Park and extensive heli-skiing
occurs in Goat Range Park. Under these circumstances, as noted under Commercial
activities above, it may be appropriate to curtail helicopter access to Valhalla Park in order to
realize the park’s higher value as a refuge for non-mechanized and wilderness-oriented
recreational pursuits.
Winter access to the park is mostly dependent upon approach roads being plowed for winter
logging, or upon access by snowmobile to the park boundaries. Clients of the Ice Creek Lodge
apparently ski tour into the adjacent basins of the park. Illegal snowmobiling occurs in the
26

Note the KBLUP-IS direction that “Commercial opportunities will be assessed with a view towards limiting
/ locating the development of physical commercial infrastructure (e.g., roads, lodgings, staging areas, etc.) on
the periphery of park boundaries in order to minimize park impacts.”
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Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes area, particularly in the Spring, accessed both from Hoder Creek and
Woden Creek.

Existing Facilities and Services
Cabins
At the time of its establishment, Valhalla Provincial Park contained numerous cabin structures ,
used for a variety of purposes. Currently, there are only four cabins on the Park inventory:
• Iron Creek Adirondack-type shelter – the “Holt Shelter”, donated around 1990, located on
the Wee Sandy Trail at km 11.2.
• Cove Creek Cabin – on 1987 inventory, current condition unknown
• Evans Creek Beach Adirondack-type shelter – constructed since 1989
• Evans Lake Cabin – on 1987 inventory, fair condition
The following cabins listed in 1987 Background Report have been dropped from the inventory:
• Wee Sandy Lower Cabin– original trapper’s cabin at 5.8 km, poor condition
• Wee Sandy Upper Cabin – original trapper’s cabin at 10.5 km, poor condition
• Nemo Creek Cabin – original trapper’s cabin at 4 km, poor condition
• Gwillim Creek Cabin – trapper’s cabin, condition unknown
• Mulvey Hut – original climbing hut, removed in late 1980’s
Campsites
Slocan Lakeshore:
The following nine sites have campsites, tables, outhouses and bear-proof food caches:
• Wee Sandy Creek Beach
• Sharp Creek Beach
• Sandy Point Beach
• Nemo Creek Beach
• Cory’s Ranch (Homestaead Beach)
• Cove Creek Beach
• Indian Creek Beach
• Ben Brown’s (Spring) Beach
• South Evans Beach
Backcountry:
• Emerald (Little Cahill) Lake - 4 tent pads, outhouse, bear-proof food cache.
• Cahill Lake - 6 tent pads, outhouse, bear-proof food cache.
• Evans Lake
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Drinnon Lake - 3 tent pads, outhouse, bear-proof food cache.
Wicca Lake - 6 tent pads, outhouse, bear-proof food cache, cooking centre.
Gwillim Lakes - 8 tent pads, outhouse, bear-proof food cache, cooking centre.

Trails
Wee Sandy Trail (access by boat only) - 14.4 km total, 10 hr hiking time, elevation gain 1,370
m. Rated difficult. Trail starts on the west shore of Slocan Lake, at the beach. Initial 3 km in
good condition and the remainder rugged with some deadfall. The first 6.4 km follow an historic
logging trail, opportunity to view mountain goats, and old trappers' cabins at 5.8 and 10.5 km.
Wee Sandy Lake is attractive and offers excellent fishing. Good log shelter with stove for
overnight accommodation at 11.2 km. No facilities at Wee Sandy Lake.
Sharp Creek Trail to New Denver Glacier (access by boat only) – 8.8 km total, 8+ hr (each
way), elevation gain 1,719 m. Rated difficult. Trail starts on the west shore of Slocan Lake, at
the beach. Very steep throughout, but in good condition with some deadfall. Waterfalls and
cascades along route and spectacular views from the top. No facilities at New Denver Glacier.
Nemo Creek Trail (access by boat only) - 4 km, 4 hr, elevation gain 905 m. Rated
easy/moderate. Trail starts on the west shore of Slocan Lake, 50 m north of the creek. Only 4
km of original 7.2 km is maintained and in good condition. Picturesque Nemo Falls at 200 m,
Rock Castles at 3.4 km, historic cabin at 4 km, massive old growth cedar/hemlock forest. Due
to extensive prime grizzly bear habitat, travel in upper part of the drainage is not recommended.
Cove Creek Trail (access by boat only): 3.5 km, 2 hr, elevation gain 282 m. Rated
easy/moderate. Trail starts on the west shore of Slocan Lake, behind the old cabin and the
Cove Creek beach and is in poor, overgrown condition with some deadfall. An interesting short
hike through impressive ponderosa pine and a patch of rare coastal salal.
Slocan City to Evans Creek Trail - 7.5 km, 2.5 hr, no elevation gain but several steeper
sections. Rated easy. Parking for this trail is located in Slocan just south of the Slocan River
bridge and the trail commences at the park boundary some 200 m up the narrow residential
road to the right after crossing the bridge. Trail is in good condition. A good early season trail
with flowers, swimming and fishing. Campsite at Evans Creek Beach.
Evans Creek/Beatrice Lake Trail - 12.5 km total to Beatrice Lake, 8 hrs; elevation gain 985
m. Rated easy/moderate. Two trailheads. The better trail starts just south of Evans Creek at a
rockbound cove and connects with both the shoreline trail to Slocan and the main Beatrice Lake
trail across the Evans Creek Bridge. Trail is in good condition
• Evans Creek to Emerald (Little Cahill) Lake: 4 km. 2.5 hr, elevation gain 500 m but steep
for the first 1.5 km. Rated moderate. Excellent fishing; old logging flume and corduroy
wagon road near the lake. Campsite at Emerald Lake.
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Emerald Lake to Cahill Lake (east end): 2 km, 1.5 hr, elevation gain 215 m. Rated
moderate. Trail follows old wagon road beside Beatrice Creek and passes dams that were
used to store water for the logging flumes.
Cahill Lake (west end): 1.5 km, 0.5 hr, negligible elevation gain. Rated easy. Excellent
fishing. Campsite.
Cahill Lake to Beatrice Lake: 2.5 km, 1.5 hr, elevation gain 215 m but steep near Beatrice
lake. Rated moderate. Excellent fishing. Previous camping facilities at Beatrice Lake were
removed because of tree hazards. Traverse routes to Evans Lake can be accessed from
points along this trail. Terrain is often dangerous and many areas are prime grizzly bear
habitat.

Drinnon Pass/Gwillim Lakes Trail - 5.7 km total. Good condition. Access from Highway 6
at either Passmore or Slocan City, then via a signed gravel road for about 44 km. Upper
sections of road may be rough. Trailhead elevation is 1,615 m.
• Trailhead to Drinnon Lake - 2 km, 1.5 hr., elevation gain 435 m. Rated moderate. Good
lake fishing. Campsite.
• Drinnon Lake to Drinnon Pass: 1.5 km, 5 hr, elevation gain 125 m. Rated moderate. Very
scenic vistas and alpine meadows. Campsite at Wicca Lake.
• Drinnon Pass to Gwillim Lakes: 2.7 km, 1.5 hr, elevation loss/gain 120/250 m. Rated
moderate. Very scenic lakes, meadows and peaks. Several peaks and traverse routes can
be accessed from points along this trail. Terrain is often dangerous and areas downstream
from the Gwillim Lakes headwall are prime grizzly bear habitat.
Bannock Burn to Gimli Ridge Trail - 4 km, 2 hr, elevation gain 600 m. Rated moderate.
Good condition. Access from Highway 6 at Slocan City, crossing the Slocan River and
following the gravel road for 12.8 km before turning right onto the Bannock Burn Creek logging
road and proceeding a further 13 km to the parking lot. Views down into Mulvey Basin, a
spectacularly beautiful alpine area with world-class climbing opportunities to a number of peaks.
Two routes down into the basin are used by serious mountaineers. One is a steep descent from
the Gimli Ridge. The other is a high elevation traverse from Drinnon Lake.
•

The original Mulvey Creek Trail (5.6 km) and the upper section of the Gwillim Creek Trail
(total of 15.7 km) which existed at the time of park establishment have not been maintained
because they pass through prime grizzly bear habitats. They have been dropped from the
trail inventory.

Services
The following services are offered commercially under permit in the park:
• Tours and Recreational Guiding - Association of Canadian Mountain Guides (ACMG), Ice
Creek Lodge, Mountain Trek, Mountain View Adventures, Mountain Waters
• Air transportation - High Terrain Helicopters, Kokanee Helicopters
• Maintenance & operations - Valla Ventures
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Figure Five: Existing Facilities and Activities
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Visitor Activity Areas
Most visitor activity in the park occurs during the summer season and is primarily focused in four
areas of the park:
• the Slocan Lake shoreline sites and trails. Evans Creek, Nemo Creek, Spring, Homestead
and Wee Sandy beaches receive the heaviest camping and day use.
• the Slocan-Evans Creek, Cahill Lake and Nemo trails. Trail use in the lower valleys is not
recorded, but the Slocan-Evans Creek trail records the most hiking use of any park trail, in
part because of its lengthy season.
• Gimli Ridge and Mulvey Basin.
• the Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes area.
The Wee Sandy and Sharp Creek trails and the alpine areas accessible from the Gimli Ridge
and Drinnon/Gwillim Lakes trail system receive secondary summer use, with mountaineering a
major activity in the latter areas. Other backcountry areas of the park receive relatively light or
negligible summer use.
Because of the difficulty of access, winter use remains very light and what ski touring activity
takes place largely depends on access via roads opened for winter logging or via snowmobile to
the park boundary. The north/south traverse of the Valhalla Range is considered a classic,
multi-day ski touring route in the Kootenays and is apparently receiving slowly increasing use.
Illegal snowmobiling occurs in some portions of the park, notably the Gwillim Lakes area, which
is accessed from both Hoben Creek to the south and Woden Creek to the west.
More detail on activities relating to specific areas of the park is found in Outdoor Recreation and
Tourism Opportunities, above, p. 27-29.

Park Visitor Profiles
At present, the following types of use occur in Valhalla Provincial Park:
• Hiking
• Canoeing and kayaking
• Power boating and sailing (on Slocan Lake, technically outside present park boundaries)
• Backcountry camping
• Recreational hunting
• Fishing
• Ski touring
• Mountaineering and rock climbing
• Wildlife viewing/photography
• Commercially guided recreation
• Float plane access to Evans Lake
• Helicopter supported summer backpacking or winter ski touring (rare)
• Some unauthorized ATV/snowmobile use does occur in the park
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Although no figures are readily available specifically on the origins of Valhalla Park visitors, the
breakdown is probably fairly similar to that for Kokanee Glacier Park, which is: 40% West
Kootenay, 25% Other BC, 15% Other Canada, 15% United States and 5% European or other
origin. Kokanee Glacier Park’s backcountry is considerably more accessible than that of
Valhalla Park, which tends to attract more experienced visitors seeking more remote, wilderness
quality experiences. At the same time, Valhalla’s extensive shoreline on Slocan Lake offers a set
of relatively accessible boating and day hiking opportunities completely different from those
available in other large backcountry parks of the region, which offer no comparable wateroriented activities. The visitor profile for Valhalla Park therefore includes both those seeking the
more easily enjoyed shoreline-based and often boat-accessed activities, and others looking for
generally more challenging, mountain wilderness-based and foot-accessed opportunities.
However, The common attraction for both groups tends to be the image of the park as a
preserved natural wilderness area offering a refuge from the human-dominated world around it.
The largest user group of Valhalla Provincial Park is visitors who access the park from Slocan
Lake by power and/or sail boats, canoes and kayaks. The period of use is primarily during the
spring, summer and fall with the greatest use in the summer months of July and August. These
visitors cover a wide range of ages and experience and include a number of family parties,
particularly in July and August. They participate in a variety of recreational activities including
boating, swimming, fishing, camping, hiking, sightseeing, wildlife viewing and nature appreciation.
Powerboat accessed use predominates and tends to be locally or regionally based, while nonmotorized access is growing and includes a high proportion of tourists. The park is infrequently
visited by boaters during the winter months.
Backcountry hikers and backpackers are the second largest user group in the park. These park
visitors participate in hiking and backcountry camping, wildlife viewing and nature appreciation,
climbing, mountaineering, and fishing. Relative novices generally focus on the Slocan Lake
shoreline and lower valley trails, the Beatrice Creek trail lakeshore campsites and the
Drinnon/Gwillim trail alpine sites. More seasoned alpine backpackers and mountaineers target
such areas as the New Denver Glacier area and the rugged southwestern sector of the park
from Avis Lakes to Mulvey Basin. Popular hiking trails in order of use are the Drinnon/Gwillim
Lakes trail, the Slocan-Evans Creek trail, Gimli Ridge, Wee Sandy Lake, other trails. In the
higher elevations, use occurs during the snow free season, usually from mid-July through to
October, with the greatest use in August.
Fishing is an activity also pursued by park visitors, primarily in the lakes accessible by the
Beatrice Creek trail, but also in Evans Lake (accessed mainly by floatplane) and in some of the
more remote alpine lakes such as Wee Sandy, which are accessed by backpackers. Although
permissible during the seasons designated in the regulations, hunting use of the park is very low
owing to the difficulty of access.
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A small yet significant user group is floatplane owners and their passengers. Evans Lake is a
popular destination for pilots from throughout the Pacific Northwest. Visitation numbers are not
known but it is estimated that use is over 100 visitor days per year.
During the winter months, a few very experienced backcountry skiers, mostly based outside the
Park, use some alpine areas within the park for ski touring. The park is also illegally used by
snowmobilers, especially in the Spring.

Visitor Use Trends
According to BC Parks records, average annual visitation since 1997 is as follows:
Boaters - 1,315 parties (x 3.2 ~4,208 persons)
Backcountry or beach camping - 708 parties (x 3.2 ~2,265 persons)
Day-use or hiking - 576 parties (x 3.5 ~2,016 persons)
Total average 8,489 individual visitors.
Detailed figures for 1999 and 2000 on the Parks website show:

Boaters
Camping
Shoreline
Backcountry
Day Use
Total

1999
Parties
1,474
1,461
959
585
532*

1999
Persons
4,717
4,675

1,862
11,254

2000
Parties
1,227
1,227
669
558
660**

2000
Persons
3,926
3,926

2,310
10,162

*Recorded only on the Slocan-Evans Creek and Drinnon Pass trails
** Recorded only on the Slocan-Evans Creek trail
Comparing the single year totals of visitors with the longer term average and noting that day use
recording does not appear to consistently cover all trails, it is likely that the longer term average
estimates for use may be low.
Recreational use of Valhalla Provincial Park appears to have been increasing slowly since 1983.
Increased use has probably been damped by the park’s obvious access limitations, which have
not been improved by the lack of funding for maintenance and new facility development.
However, demand for lakeshore and backcountry recreational opportunities continues to
increase provincially and several areas of the Park may have potential for increased visitation:
• Lakeshore use might be increased by improvement or expansion of camping and day use
facilities and day-use trails, including improved interpretation of post-contact history.
• Backcountry use might be increased in current nodes, if appropriate, by improving
maintenance of existing trails, marking and/or constructing the potential loop routes identified
in the 1989 Management Plan, and improving overnight facilities in some of the more
attractive wilderness recreation areas.
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Winter use of the Park remains very limited, and is largely confined to ski touring. Due to the
difficulty of access during the winter, ski touring use is expected to increase at slow rate unless
encouraged by the provision of winter huts or other supporting measures .
As noted in the Outdoor Recreation and Tourism Opportunities section above, trends in the
provision of commercial and mechanized recreation around the park raise a number of
arguments for reconsidering the original provisions for commercial facilities and helicopter use
within the park (see p. 29).
Since Valhalla Park was established, there has been a trend toward cost recovery or “user pay”
in park management nation-wide. As fees are introduced and slowly increase, use by less
affluent visitors may well fall off. At the same time, a shift toward more affluent users may tend
to increase the demand for the kind of “higher end” facilities and higher service levels that
wealthier visitors can afford and often prefer.

LAND TENURES, OCCUPANCY RIGHTS and
RESOURCE USES
Protected Area designation ensures that existing liens, charges and encumbrances (other than
those for commercial logging, mining or energy exploration and development), will continue to be
authorized through issuance of park use permits (PUPs). This policy recognizes all existing Land
Act Tenures, Special Use Permits (SUPs), water rights, trapping licenses and other legal tenures
and rights.
(Refer to Figure 6 for locations of Land Tenures in Valhalla Park)

Tenures, Rights, Permits, Inholdings and Resource Uses
Park Use Permits
The Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection (MWLAP) issues Park Use Permits (PUPs) for
all approved activities within Valhalla Provincial Park. There are currently eleven PUPs:
1. Park Use Permit # 0038 (opened 1977) - 30 m2 CBC TV transmitter site located
immediately west of D.L. 1532 and accessed by helicopter.
2. Park Use Permit # 0046 (opened 1985) – Summer cabin of R. Barkley, Richmond, BC,
located in D.L. 10030. No road access.
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3. Park Use Permit # 0047 (opened 1985) - Summer home of S. & R. Paszty, Castlegar, BC,
located in D.L. 10030. No road access.
4. Park Use Permit # 0095 (opened 1994) - High Terrain Helicopter - access
5. Park Use Permit # 0100 (opened 1994) - Mountain Trek – recreational guiding.
6. Park Use Permit # 0111 (opened 1998) - Kokanee Helicopters - air transportation.
7. Park Use Permit # 0225 (opened 2002) - Ice Creek Lodge – recreational guiding.
8. Park Use Permit # 0235 (opened 2003) – Mountain View Adventures – recreational
guiding.
9. Park Use Permit # 0245 (opened 2003) – Valla Ventures – maintenance and operations.
10. Park Use Permit # 0258 (opened 2004) - Mountain Waters – tours and recreational
guiding.
11. Park Use Permit [requires confirmation and details] - Association of Canadian Mountain
Guides (ACMG) – recreational guiding

Guide Territories
There are no licensed guide territories within the park..

Traplines
There are three active trapping territories within Valhalla Provincial Park:
1. Park Use Permit # ? (opened ?) – Licence #0416T-007 – Trapline of Phyllis Forsyth, New
Denver, BC. Active trapline covering all of the Wee Sandy Creek drainage within the park.
2. Park Use Permit # 1296, File # 0031 (opened 1983) - Licence #0416T-006 - Trapline of
Eugene Hird, Slocan, BC. Active trapline covering all of the park from the southern height
of land of the Wee Sandy Creek drainage to the southern height of land of the Evans Creek
drainage, and excluding the drainage of Woden Creek within the park.
3. Park Use Permit # 1297, File # 0030 (opened 1983) - Licence #0416T-004 - Trapline
and cabin of Thor Hird, Slocan, BC. Active trapline covering the Gwillim and Mulvey
drainages within the park and the remaining lands southward to the park boundary.
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Inholdings
The following fee simple private properties are adjacent inholdings some 2 km up Gwillim Creek
from the park boundary. They are completely surrounded by Valhalla Park:
1. District Lot 8938 – downstream lot; one homestead cabin.
2. District Lot 12795 – upstream lot; one homestead cabin and one new residence (1987)
The following private properties, listed from north to south, front on Slocan Lake and are
otherwise surrounded by Valhalla Park (1987 Information):
1. District Lot 7686 (large lot north of Hoben Creek, opposite Silverton)
• Lot 1 - no buildings
• Lot 2 - one building
• Lot 3 - no buildings
• Lot 4 - one building.
• Lot 5 - one building
• Lot 6 - no buildings
• Lot 9 - no buildings
• Lot 10 - one building
• Lot 11 - one building
• Lot 12 - no buildings
2. District Lot 6521 (large lot north of Nemo Creek) – one old homestead and one residence
of high quality
3. District Lot 1253, Block A (small lot on south side of Nemo Creek) - one cabin of good
quality
4. District Lot 8223 (large lot covering the shoreline between Cove Creek and Indian Creek)
- no buildings
5. District Lot 10396 (small lot at Pebble Beach, along the Slocan-Evans Creek trail) – one
building

Leases, Rights of Way and Reserves
Evans Lake Ecological Reserve #32, 185 ha, is situated at the western end of Evans Lake and
contains the best example of a yellow cedar ecosystem in the British Columbia interior.

Water Rights
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The following water license have been issued under the authority of Land and Water British
Columbia Inc. for the use of water flowing through Valhalla Park:
1. Nemo Creek
• License #51695 to J.B. and N.L. Ketchum (Silverton) for domestic use.
• License #51898 to J.B. and N.L. Ketchum (Silverton) for power generation.
2. Gwillim Creek
• License #7496 to Village of Slocan for waterworks.
• License #53790 to A. and M. Peterson (Nelson) for irrigation and domestic use.
• License #55492 to R.L. Winje (Slocan) for irrigation and domestic use.
• License #12824 to R.L. Winje (Slocan) for pipeline to residence.
• License #55431 to G. and H. Burns (Slocan) for irrigation.
• License #56258 to G. and H. Burns (Slocan) for irrigation and domestic use.
3. Mulvey Creek
• License #53297 to P. and P. Payne (Slocan) for irrigation and domestic use.
• License #7880 to P. and P. Payne (Slocan) for domestic use.
• License #29064 to H.R. Mills (Lillooet) for irrigation and domestic use.

Mineral Tenures
The Park contains no mineral claims or leases. Under surface rights are held by the Crown.

Grazing
There are no grazing permits within the park.

Special Regulations
Valhalla Provincial Park is open to the discharge of firearms from September 1st to June 30th in
accordance the BC Hunting and Trapping Regulations.
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Figure Six: Land Tenures
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First Nations Interests
With the emergence of treaty negotiations in British Columbia and the growing awareness of
aboriginal rights and interests, the Environmental Stewardship Division has begun to forge
stronger relationships with First Nations across the province. The provincial park system
contains cultural and natural values that are highly significant to First Nations. Some parks are
important as sources of natural medicines, foods or as sacred sites. The Environmental
Stewardship Division needs to consider the traditional knowledge and concerns of First Nations.
Two First Nation tribal councils, the Ktunaxa/Kinbasket Tribal Council (Cranbrook) and the
Okanagan Nation Alliance (Westbank) include Valhalla Provincial Park within their asserted
traditional territory. Another group representing the Sinixt Nation (spokesperson Marilyn
James) has also asserted that the park is in their traditional territory but the governments of
Canada and British Columbia do not afford the Sinixt status as a current First Nation and have
not recognized their claim. Some of the archaeological sites in the park, particularly those along
the Slocan Lake shoreline, are highly vulnerable to vandalism, and it will be important to involve
First Nations in finding solutions to such threats.

Land Use Patterns Adjacent to the Park
Commercial recreation and forest harvesting occur on the lands to the north, west and south of
the park. There are three commercial recreation tenure holders adjacent and external to the
park. These tenure holders are:
• Mountain High Recreation Ltd. (4400767) – Guided ski touring and summer
hiking/mountaineering.
• Ice Creek Lodge Inc. (4403893) – Cross-country ski tours, based on a lodge in the Ice
Creek drainage, west of the Demers Lakes.
• Valhalla Mountain Touring Ltd. (4400972) – Guided ski touring, snowboarding, hiking,
wildlife viewing, photography and mountain biking, based on a lodge in the Shannon Lake
area north of the park.
Forest harvesting activities by the following companies are active on adjacent lands:
• Pope and Talbot (Nakusp) operate TFL 23 to the west of the park and have active forest
harvesting operations.
• Canfor (formally Slocan Forest Products) operates TFL#3 on the park’s south boundary,
and Forest License 820192 on the north side of the park.
In February, 2002, a BC Parks Risk Assessment recorded the following summary comments on
values adjacent to Valhalla Park 27:
27

Environmental Stewardship Conservation Risk Assessment, April 2002
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Manage for grizzly bears in Hoder Creek as some high value avalanche chutes exist in that
area. Also, there are grizzly in the back end of Woden Creek. (MoF/WLAP District staff,
2002)
Ungulate winter range along little Slocan Lakes is being managed, however questions remain
as to what is happening between winter range and summer range that is provided within the
park. Slocan Forest Products is funding a study to collar animals to get that information. .
(MoF/WLAP District staff, 2002)
Ungulate winter range along the shoreline of the lake within the park continues outside of the
park in LUs N 514, and N 523.

The same report offered the following overall comments on human activities occurring adjacent
to Valhalla Park:
• Logging in adjacent areas (Annual Mgmt Plan, Oct 2001)
• From an accounting point of view in terms of meeting Forest Practice Code and KBLUP
Higher Level Plan requirements, the park has split into two. Given that N 516 is low
emphasis biodiversity, this could result in logging right up to the park boundary as the targets
can be met within the park. This in not a short-term issue due to economics. There have
been some permits newly approved in the general vicinity of the park, however, this will not
likely change access to the park. There are lots of proposals for timber harvesting in Woden
Creek – amalgamating blocks into larger patch design. N 523 is intermediate emphasis
biodiversity. (MoF/WLAP District staff, 2002)
• Local government in New Denver want to access park from the north side, however the
proposal is not seen as viable as there doesn’t appear to be a strong enough market for the
proposed plans. To the north, logging is changing access – there is already some access into
the park from the north. Slocan has proposed intense activity in Wragge Creek that will
involve a lot of road and some heli-logging. There is some question as to the viability of the
proposal. (MoF/WLAP District staff, 2002).

Other Agency Interests
The Ministry of Forests has interests based on activities related to wildfire, prescribed burning,
weed management and forest health issues such as pine beetle.
The Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management has interests that pertain to the many
important archeological sites found in the park.
The Ministry of Water, Land & Air Protection and its various branches have interest in wildlife
and ecosystem issues.
Land and Water BC Inc. and the Regional District of Central Kootenay have interest in private
lands and inholdings along the foreshore of Slocan Lake.
Ministry of Transportation has interests associated with transportation systems in the area.
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Local Government Interests
•
•

The Villages of New Denver, Silverton and Slocan City
The Regional District of Central Kootenay (Nelson)

Stakeholder Interests
Stakeholders in Valhalla Provincial Park include:
• Owners of inholdings within the Park (see listing above).
• Park Use Permit holders:
o Land tenures - 2 cottage, 1 TV transmitter
o Commercial - 9 commercial operators
o Traplines - 3 trappers
• Water Licence holders with water sources within the Park - 11
• Three commercial recreation tenure holders adjacent and external to the park.
• Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
• Pope and Talbot (Nakusp) and Canfor have active forest harvesting operations adjacent to
the Park.
• Organizations such as:
o Alpine Club of Canada
o Backcountry Horsemen’s Association
o BC Float Plane Association
o BC Mountaineering Club
o BC Wildlife Federation
o Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society
o Commercial Recreation & Wilderness Tourism Association
o Federation of BC Naturalists
o Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC
o Friends of West Kootenay Parks
o Kootenay Mountaineering Club
o Outdoor Recreation Council of BC
o Pro Terra
o Valhalla Wilderness Society
o West Kootenay Naturalists Club
o Western Canada Wilderness Committee

BC PARKS OPERATIONS
Operations Infrastructure and Facilities
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The Environmental Stewardship Division, MWLAP, maintains no operational infrastructure or
facilities within Valhalla Park. The agency’s administration is based in Nelson and Cranbrook
and maintenance is carried out by contractors.

KEY MANAGEMENT ISSUES
Since completion of the 1989 Valhalla Park Master Plan, the expansion of both industrial access
and public and commercial recreation activities in areas surrounding the Park has increased its
value as an ecological benchmark which offers a setting for low intensity, non-mechanized
recreational activities oriented toward appreciation of natural and wilderness settings.
The following have been identified as key issues.

Natural Value Issues
Ecological Conservation
Information - Lack of baseline ecological information limits strategic conservation planning,
precludes defining operational-level management direction and may result in further impacts due
to uninformed decisions.
Climate Change – With increasing scientific and political concern about climate change and its
implications, it may be appropriate to link ecological inventory and monitoring work at the park
level with studies of climate change. In Valhalla Park, such linkages could help to project risks
to vegetation and wildlife based on warming and drying trends, as well as providing models of
what “natural ecological progressions” might mean for this specific park.
Shorelines - Because undeveloped shoreline features are severely under-represented in the
Protected Area network for the CCM, shoreline conservation values in Valhalla Park are
particularly important and need to be clearly understood to ensure appropriate management.
Connectivity - As with many protected areas in the province, Valhalla is increasingly becoming
an island of a protected landscape in a sea where resource extraction activities may and are
occurring. The implications of this situation on the Park’s ecological integrity and biodiversity,
on wildlife migration and on population viabilities must be investigated and responded to.
Public Support - Public education is the most cost-effective means of supporting the ecological
conservation roles of the park, and management needs to build this support.

Vegetation
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Natural Disturbance Regimes - Restrictions on natural disturbance regimes such as fire and
forest insects and disease undermine ecological integrity, but Valhalla Park contains significant
areas of mature and old forests that are disappearing outside the park. Direction on the
management of Park vegetation must balance the progression or replication of Natural
Disturbance Regimes against the retention of original elements of CCM biodiversity which may
have become rare or non-existent outside the Park, as well as considering visual quality, and
risks to facilities in the park, to public health and to adjacent managed forestlands.28 The 1989
Management Plan called for development of a long-term vegetation/forest management strategy,
and a fire management plan, but these initiatives were never undertaken. The current mountain
pine beetle infestation throughout the province’s pine forests has resulted in a specific new
protocol between the Ministry of Forests and the Environmental Stewardship Division of
MWLAP which will apply to current park management direction.
Non-native Species and Noxious Weeds - Invasive weeds could pose a threat to the park,
mainly spreading from logging roads that lead to the park boundary. To date, no inventories
have been conducted within the park, but various non-indigenous plant species are known to
occur immediately outside the park29.
Human Impacts - Vegetation in some heavily used areas of the Park is suffering from visitor
impacts and both non-native species and noxious weeds are being unintentionally introduced. In
addition, though commercial wildcrafting is not permitted under the Park Act, a considerable
amount of mushroom harvesting has occurred in Valhalla Park, and over the long term, such
collecting can ultimately impact the natural progression of the Park ecosystems.

Wildlife
Sensitive Species - The park is known to contain at least two blue listed species (grizzly bear
and shorthead sculpin) and includes habitat for as many as eleven other blue-listed species as
well as the red-listed mountain caribou and fisher and two species of fish. An accurate wildlife
inventory is required, and the role of the Park in conservation and preservation of these species
must be defined in coordination with the management approach for these species on surrounding
lands.
Fisheries - Fisheries management in the Park must include consideration of the sport fisheries in
the rivers and upland lakes and protection of the blue-listed shorthead sculpin. Information on
which to base management of fish resources appears to be lacking, suggesting that conservative
strategies should be adopted to ensure viable populations.

28

Issue identified for Valhalla Park in Development of Ecological Conservation Objectives and Strategies for
Protected Areas: A Pilot Project for Selected Provincial parks within the CCM and SCM Ecosections, G. F.
Utzig & C. Scott-May, March 2003
29
Ibid.
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Cultural Heritage Issues
Archaeological Resources
Valhalla Park protects some regionally and provincially significant archeological and heritage
sites. All of the pictographs found within the park have no formal protection other than
provincial designation. Some of the sites have been vandalized with graffiti and wanton
destruction. The park also has many archeological sites where First Nations activity occurred.
Strategies are required to ensure that these important cultural heritage values be protected and
managed.

Post-Contact Heritage
The Park has a rich history and legacy of post-contact heritage. Many areas in the park,
particularly some of the lower creek valleys and Slocan Lake shoreline retain evidence of early
20th Century activity by loggers, trappers and other pioneers. Better documentation and
presentation of these heritage values could both increase public appreciation of the Park and
enhance visitation.

Outdoor Recreation and Tourism Issues
Access
Vehicle Access - Valhalla Park is a rugged wilderness park. Vehicular access is limited to
gravel forestry roads outside Park boundaries. Some of these roads are no longer being used
by the Ministry of Forests for forest harvesting activities and have been de-listed to Wilderness
Recreation roads. This denotes a lower level of maintenance which can make travel difficult for
two wheel drive vehicles.
Ground Access from the North – As noted above, consideration needs to be given to the
feasibility and merits of the 1989 Plan proposal to develop shoreline trail access from Wragge
Beach to Wee Sandy Creek as a means of increasing and diversifying hiking opportunities and
potentially increasing visitation to the northern area of the Park.
Ground Access from the West - With timber harvesting nearing the western boundary of the
Park, it has been suggested that trail access be considered to some of the features just east of
the height-of-land which have hitherto been accessible by ground only in multi-day hikes.
Access from the west could offer possible benefits to businesses in the Arrow Lakes
communities, particularly Burton, and could support or encourage commercial recreation
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opportunities based outside the park on the west side. Improved access from the west could
also diversify and increase backcountry opportunities. At the same time, opening up some of the
high basins to access improvements from the west could tend to reduce the range of more
remote backcountry opportunities conceived in the original plan. However, because the Goat
Range and Western Purcell additions offer new protected area backcountry opportunities in the
CCM ecosection which were not available when Valhalla Park was established, reconsideration
may be appropriate.
Floatplane Access - Valhalla has beautiful remote backcountry lakes, some of which have
historically been accessed by float planes. There appears to be an increased interest and
demand for continued float plane access, however, at least some of the authorized floatplane use
on Evans Lake has been irresponsible and has resulted in impacts, including significant littering
and vegetation damage.
Helicopter Access – The 1989 Plan provided for helicopter access to specific sites which
were sufficiently remote as to see very little use from ground access. Helicopter accessed public
and commercial recreational opportunities were included in the wide variety of experiences
available in the park in the expectation that they would help to deliver the tourism economic
benefits which had been anticipated at the time the Park was established. In fact, since 1989,
helicopter-supported recreational activities have expanded all around the Valhalla Park, but the
anticipated levels of public and commercial interest in such activities within the Park has not
materialized. As a result of this increased helicopter activity throughout the Central Columbia
Mountains, the value of backcountry areas free of such activity has increased. Accordingly, it
may be appropriate to reduce and/or phase out the 1989 Plan provisions for helicopter access
within the Park.

Recreational Activities
Accommodation Facilities – At the time Valhalla Park was established, a number of cabins of
various origins existed within the Park. The 1989 Plan provided for the continuation and
expansion of roofed accommodations, largely as a means of encouraging or supporting
recreational activities in suitable areas and seasons where overnight use might not otherwise
occur. Since 1989, most of the 1983 vintage cabins have deteriorated or have been removed
owing to lack of maintenance or replacement funding from the public sector. With one
exception (Iron Creek Shelter on Wee Sandy Creek), no new public roofed accommodations
have been provided within the Park. With funding for the public cabins suggested in the 1989
Plan unlikely to materialize, and questions emerging about cost-effectiveness and environmental
and social issues. The merits of the proposed cabins warrant reconsideration.
Commercial Recreation - When Valhalla was established as a provincial park, it was
identified as having high potential for commercial recreational use. Local communities have
expressed an interest in seeing greater commercial recreation opportunities be made available in
the Park as a means of drawing more tourist dollars to their communities. To date, though four
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commercial operators and the Association of Canadian Mountain Guides are authorized by
permit to provide guided recreational opportunities in the Park, no commercial operators appear
to have expressed interest in the 1989 Plan’s provision for commercial summer group camps at
Evans and Upper Demers lakes. However, since 1989, four successful commercial lodges have
become established to the south, west and north. Given the availability of commercial roofed
accommodations for recreation near but outside the park, and the support of the KBLUP-IS for
this approach, rather than for development of any commercial infrastructure inside protected
areas, the 1989 Plan’s provisions for eventual commercial lodges at Evans and Upper Demers
Lakes may no longer be appropriate. There may be room for expanding the range and location
of commercial recreational uses in the park, but the impacts of such activities on plant and animal
communities and on other recreational activities must be within acceptable limits.
Development Levels - The 1989 Management Plan identified “a wide range of high-quality
outdoor recreation opportunities, each having a variety of access types and facility development
levels, with an emphasis on relating to the landscape and its features rather than on intensively
used recreation facilities”. In practice, development and use levels have generally fallen short of
ceilings suggested in the 1989 Plan (target 1996 figures for use compare with1999 actual figures
as follows: Boaters - 6,000 target, 4717 actual; Day Use – 2,000 target, 1,862 actual;
Overnight – 7,000 target, 4,675 actual). At the same time, limited funding for parks generally
has meant that some trails and facilities have not been well maintained and that the management
presence in the Park has not been adequate to apply planned intentions. Under these
circumstances, it is desirable to consider whether this range of recreational opportunities is still
appropriate to provide within the Park, at what locations should opportunities should be
provided or encouraged, and what level of facility development and management presence is
appropriate for each.
Use Levels - Due to the topography of the park, the recreational use of Valhalla Park is
primarily limited to a number of recreational corridors either along the shore of Slocan Lake, or
along backcountry trails. Consequently recreational use at certain periods of the summer can
become intense, especially along some of the waterfront sites on Slocan Lake. Strategies must
be developed in order to maintain the quality of the environment and experience at heavily used
sites. These might include –
• Hardening or expanding facilities at popular sites
• Reducing recreational facility “footprints” without reducing use by changing the style of use
(e.g., dispersed camping to specific sites, camping to cabin, dispersed picnicking to specific
tables or a picnic shelter)
• Providing similar opportunities in alternative areas
• Reducing use by raising fees at “premium” sites.
Approaches must also be considered to ensure that the recreational opportunities appropriate to
Valhalla Park can be adequately supported by funding for capital, maintenance and a
management presence. Such approaches might include –
• Reducing managed opportunities (maintained trails, campsites, etc.) to match available
funding.
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Increasing user fees and applying them directly to cover recreational opportunity costs.
Increasing tax-based funding for park facility maintenance and operation
Combinations of the above.

Land Tenure and Adjacent Land Use Issues
Boundaries
Additions – The 1989 Plan proposed that a Park addition consisting of the Wragge Beach site
and a lakeshore trail corridor to Wee Sandy Creek would provide a significant destination
campground, additional representative lakeshore and a northern hiking access to the Park. This
proposal could improve both the conservation and recreational scope of Valhalla Park, but
needs to be considered in the context of current government agency mandates and the West
Kootenay Protected Areas Strategy.
Inholdings - The 1989 Management Plan recommended acquisition of private holdings at
Pebble Beach (DL 10396) and south of Nemo Creek (DL1253) and continuation of two
temporary tenures for summer home sites north of Slocan during the lifetimes of the permittees.
These original recommendations on inholdings will need to be affirmed or revised as appropriate
in current circumstances.

Adjacent Land Management
It is important to coordinate planning for commercial and non-commercial uses surrounding the
park. Equally important is the coordination of park management with land use planning outside
the park. Currently, there is logging proposed and approved cutblocks lie within close proximity
of the park boundary.

Management Services Issues
Community Appreciation/Support
An interest group workshop agreed that the park should receive a higher profile and have some
visible employment in the surrounding communities. The workshop also recommended that
management should increase opportunities for youth to be involved in the park, citing the
example of the Slocan Wilderness School.

Funding
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The planning workshop also noted that provincial parks have been under funded by government
for many years. There is not enough money to maintain, let alone improve, the parks. The
Ministry has acknowledged the lack of funding and resources on a number of occasions and
continues to try and improve on its funding and resource base. However, inadequate funding for
park resource management and for maintenance will ultimately create serious impacts and high
remedial costs.
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APPENDICES
Appendix One– Contact List
Contributors to the Valhalla Park Background Document
Name
Greg Chin
Peter Mackie
Dave Heagy
Guy Woods
Roger Tierney
Brett Hudson
Michelle Carr
Per Wallenius

Organization
MWLAP, Cranbrook
MWLAP, Nelson
MWLAP, Nelson
MWLAP, Nelson
MWLAP, Cranbrook
MWLAP, Victoria
MWLAP, Victoria
MSRM, Nelson

Ken Gordon Jr.
David Catta
Dan Nelson
Dale Caton ()
Richard Green
Bob Fuhrer
Jody Cliff
Kim Kratky
Kevin Murphy
Mark Adams
Paul Peterson
Jeff Bustard
Roy Duncan
John Gates
Sandy Stevenson
Jim Gillman
Craig Pettitt
Anne Sherrod
Kim Roshinsky
Jan McMurray
Sean Marechal
Marge Saunders
Marilyn Burgoon

Backcountry Horsemen Association
BC Floatplane Association
BC Floatplane Association
BC Wilderness Tourism Assoc./Valhalla Mountain Touring
BC Wildlife Federation
Boating (seasonal Park Ranger)
Columbia Kayaking
Kootenay Mountaineering Club
New Denver Council
New Denver resident
Regional District of Central Kootenay, Area K
Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce/Tourism
Silverton Council
Slocan Council
Slocan Valley Backcountry Access Society
Smiling Otter
Valhalla Wilderness Society
Valhalla Wilderness Society
Valla Venture
Valley Voice
W E Graham School - Valhalla Wilderness Program,
West Kootenay Naturalists
Western Canada Wilderness Committee

Consultants
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Wildland Consulting Inc
PRW Consulting Services
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Appendix Two – Characteristics of the Central
Columbia Mountains Ecosection
From Scott-May, Cathy, Ecological Objectives by Ecosection: Summary of Gap and Conflict
Analysis, Recommendations for Phase 2, September 2004, p. 14.
Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection: Description
The Central Columbia Mountains ecosection is 1,522,208 ha in size. This ecosection extends
from Meachen Creek and the west arm of Kootenay Lake, in the south, to Revelstoke, in the
north, and from the upper Shuswap River, in the west, to the crest of the Purcell Mountains, in
the east (see Map 1). This ecosection has high mountain ranges with deep wide trenches and
narrow valleys. Elevations range from 500 m in the valley bottoms to 2900 m on the highest
peaks. The area covers the central Selkirk and the west central Purcell mountains. These
mountains are commonly underlain by folded sedimentary and metamorphic rocks with granitic
stocks and batholiths. Shallow to deep colluvial deposits intermixed with smaller areas of
exposed bedrock and glaciers are the most common landforms. Less extensive deposits of
moraine and glaciofluvial also occur. This area has relatively high precipitation.
The sequence of biogeoclimatic zones consist of low elevation Interior Cedar - Hemlock, mid to
high elevation Engelmann Spruce - Subalpine Fir, and high elevation Alpine Tundra. Seral stands
include Douglas-fir, western larch, and hybrid white spruce at low elevations and lodgepole pine
at higher elevations in the south. Avalanche tracks are common in upper elevation forests, start in
alpine areas, and extend into upper to mid elevation forests. Alpine Tundra, the most extensive
biogeoclimatic unit, is dominated by rock, snow, and ice. Vegetated areas form a minor
component of this zone and have willows, buttercups, saxifrages, sedges, grasses, and mountain
heathers.
Ospreys occur in high concentrations along the shores of Kootenay Lake. Early seral stands on
low to mid elevation forests provide important forage for grizzly and black bears, but also
support populations of mule deer, white-tailed deer, moose, and elk. Extensive stands of high
elevation old-growth forests support a range of wildlife species especially caribou, grizzly bear,
and black bear. Elk, mule deer, and moose are also found in these forests. Vegetated areas in
the Alpine Tundra provide habitat for mountain goat, wolverine, marten, White-tailed Ptarmigan,
hoary marmot, and many species listed above for mid to high elevation forests.
This landscape is characterized by three main valleys with a rugged, mountainous landscape
between each valley. The valleys contain Upper Arrow Lake, the Slocan River, and the North
Arm of Kootenay Lake. The main valleys are oriented north-south with subsidiary drainages
flowing east or west. Recreational opportunities are concentrated in the valley bottoms, in the
subalpine, and in the alpine. The forested hillsides adjacent to the main valley bottoms are an
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important scenic resource. Valley bottom opportunities and use are concentrated along five
large, deep, cold, lakes and to a lesser extent along the major rivers. Activities include camping,
boating, swimming, and fishing. In the subalpine and alpine areas, there are trails and
opportunities for hiking, skiing, and mountaineering in a backcountry setting.
Key Values and Characteristics of the Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection
• Rugged topography, incised and large lakes. Strong north/south orientation. This results in a
high natural level of fragmentation due to the lakes and mountain ranges. Therefore, human
created fragmentation compounds the challenges created by the natural fragmentation.
• Terrain stability is an issue given that natural slides are common. The incremental impacts
resulting from human-induced slides is, therefore, an issue.
• Karst features occur within this ecosection, generally associated with the Kootenay Arc.
• Glacial headwaters; frequent domestic and community watersheds
• Inland rainforests. Antique and endangered forests.
• It was suggested that Bonanza Creek is the last natural wetland.
• Umbrella species – grizzly, caribou. Grizzly were killed off during the mining era and are still
recovering. Current and new fragmentation can/are having an impact.
• There has been a recent focus on wolverine studies.
• High fisheries values in Upper Arrow and Kootenay Lake. Gerrard, Bull Trout, White
Sturgeon – all significant to First Nations. Due to the dams, nutrient levels in the lake system
have been impacted, which in turn affects the whole nutrient chain. This has resulted in
kokanee struggling to survive (also because of the introduction of myosis shrimp). Gerrard
and Bull Trout depend on the kokanee.
• This ecosection contains two of the largest free flowing rivers in the West Kootenays – Slocan
and Lardeau. These are important culturally because of lack of flooding by dams.
• Narrow winter ranges in the valley bottoms that have been heavily impacted due to dams,
settlement, mining claims
• This ecosection is the one best represented by provincial parks, but there is still poor
representation in low elevations. Lack east/west connectivity in the southern portions of the
ecosection.
Stresses and Use Trends Associated with the Central Columbia Mountains Ecosection
• Lots of recreational activity – all season, both public and commercial (including large scale
industrial tourism), backcountry and front country. In the northern end of the ecosection, the
focus is heli-skiing
• Footprint impacts resulting from dam construction as well as water level fluctuations from
ongoing operations.
• Mining history. Further activities dependent on economic factors.
• Timber harvesting patterns have increased fragmentation. Old and mature forests are in deficit
relative to targets under the Forest Practices Code (FPC) and Kootenay-Boundary Land
Use Plan Implementation Strategy (KBLUP-IS).

Appendix Three – Natural Disturbance Types
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The following descriptions from the 1995 Biodiversity Handbook are useful in understanding
natural progressions in Valhalla Park’s vegetation:
NDT1
Natural disturbance type 1: ecosystems with rare stand-initiating events
Applies to ESSFwc1 and ESSFwc4
Description: Historically, these forest ecosystems were usually uneven-aged or multi-storied
even-aged, with regeneration occurring in gaps created by the death of individual trees or small
patches of trees. When disturbances such as wind, fire, and landslides occurred, they were
generally small and resulted in irregular edge configurations and landscape patterns. The mean
return interval for these disturbances is generally 250 years for the CWH and ICH, and 350
years for the ESSF and MH biogeoclimatic zones.
Landscape connectivity: Historically, these forests existed as contiguous tracts of old seral
stage forest in which stand structure was complex because major stand-initiating events were
rare. Outside the Park, current forest practices have greatly altered these forests compared to
historical conditions.
NDT2
Natural disturbance type 2: ecosystems with infrequent stand-initiating events
Applies to ESSFwc1, ESSFwc4 and ICH mw2
Description: Historically, these forest ecosystems were usually even-aged, but extended postfire regeneration periods produced stands with uneven-aged tendencies, notably in the ESSF
and SWB biogeoclimatic zones where multi-storied forest canopies result. Wildfires were often
of moderate size (20 to 1000 ha), with unburned areas resulting from sheltering terrain features,
higher site moisture or chance. Many larger fires occurred after periods of extended drought, but
the landscape was dominated by extensive areas of mature forest surrounding patches of
younger forest. The mean return interval for these disturbances is about 200 years for the CDF,
CWH, ICH, SBS, ESSF and SWB biogeoclimatic zones.
Landscape connectivity: Historically, these forests existed as contiguous tracts of old seral
stage forest in which stand structure was complex because major stand-initiating events were
rare. Outside the Park, current forest practices have greatly altered these forests compared to
historical conditions.
NDT3
Natural disturbance type 3: ecosystems with frequent stand-initiating events
Applies to ICHdw
Description: Historically, these forest ecosystems experienced frequent wildfires that ranged in
size from small spot fires to conflagrations covering tens of thousands of hectares. Average fire
size was likely 300 ha in some parts of the BWBS biogeoclimatic zone, but went as high as
6000 ha in other parts of the zone where topographic features did not limit fire spread. The
largest fires in the province occur in this NDT, often exceeding 100 000 ha and sometimes even
200 000 ha. Natural burns usually contained unburned patches of mature forest that were
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missed by fire. Consequently, these forests produced a landscape mosaic of even-aged
regenerating stands ranging in size from a few to thousands of hectares and usually containing
mature forest remnants. There were also frequent outbreaks of defoliating insects and an
extensive presence of root diseases caused by Armillaria and Phellinus (especially in the ICH
biogeoclimatic subzones). The impact of these infections on tree survival and stand structure
ranged from low to severe. Tree mortality within mature forest remnants and regenerating stands
resulted in dead trees, decaying logs, and canopy gaps. Riparian areas within the forest
landscape provided special habitat characteristics not found in the upland areas. The ESSF,
ICH and MS units in this NDT experience a mean disturbance return interval of about 150
years. The presence or absence of Douglas-fir does not influence the disturbance frequency, but
determines the number and size of mature remnant stands that survive extensive crown fires to
provide structural diversity. Douglas-fir is the most fire-resistant tree species in this NDT.
Landscape connectivity (NDT3): In this natural disturbance type, wetland complexes,
riparian stands, and the mature forests between them account for most of the connectivity among
old seral stage stands. This disturbance type covers a very broad ecological range and has a
large degree of variation in the natural connectivity of old and mature forests. Unlike the SBPS
zone, the MS, some SBS, ICH, and ESSF biogeoclimatic subzones in this disturbance type
historically had a higher proportion of mature and old forests and a greater degree of old seral
stage ecosystem connectivity.
NDT5
Natural disturbance type 5: alpine tundra and subalpine parkland
Applies to ESSFwcp4 and ATun
Description: The ecosystems in this natural disturbance type occur above or immediately
below the alpine treeline, and are characterized by short, harsh growing seasons. The vegetation
is strongly patterned by variations in local topography. Fire can have a dramatic effect in this
disturbance type, weakening or killing plants and causing long-term shifts in the position of the
tree line. The harsh climate and short growing season restrict the rate of plant growth that can
take place following a stand-initiating disturbance. Windward slopes and exposed ridge crests
remain free of snow for extensive periods during the winter. They also tend to be dry during the
growing season and have low fertility, which limits plant growth. These dry conditions favour a
high proportion of deep-rooted cushion and rosette plants. Snow often forms deep drifts on lee
slopes, remaining there well into the growing season. This limits vegetation growth, but because
moisture is less of a limiting factor, forbs, bunchgrasses and dwarf evergreens generally dominate
the vegetation. Level areas and depressions, often collecting meltwater, are free of late-lying
snow and less prone to desiccation. These areas tend to support the most productive vegetation,
dominated by sedges, grasses, forbs, and lush forbs, often along with deciduous shrubs.
Because parkland variants at the upper limit of the ESSF and MH biogeoclimatic zones often
have extensive areas of unforested vegetation similar to that in plant communities within the AT,
they are included in this disturbance type.
Grazing by wildlife and non-native species drives ecosystem change in many areas within NDT5.
The most noteworthy large grazers include bighorn sheep, mule deer, elk, moose, and cattle.
Mountain sheep often calve and winter on exposed slopes and favour more productive sites for
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summer range. Mule deer, elk, and moose generally make lighter use of the disturbance type,
primarily for summer range. Cattle are often grazed here in late summer.
Given the short, harsh growing season and generally infertile soils of this disturbance type,
vegetation can be rapidly altered by grazing animals. Plants with large reserves of nutrients and
energy below ground may leaf out quickly after being grazed, but it may take years to replenish
their root reserves. Repeated grazing, or a mixture of grazing and other stresses, can therefore
exhaust plant reserves and cause plants to die out several years after the onset of intensified
grazing. Species with small reserves may die out quickly in response to increased grazing
pressure. Late-season grazing generally has the least effect on plant reserves, but because many
species form their flower buds in the season before flowering, it may have a negative effect on
seed production.
Trampling by large herbivores can also greatly affect some ecosystems. Sites that remain
waterlogged well into the growing season are susceptible to trampling damage during earlyseason grazing; dry sites are susceptible to such damage during fall grazing, after the first snows
have moistened soils. Some areas used to graze domestic sheep still show substantial impacts
decades after sheep use was discontinued.
Landscape connectivity (NDT5): Ecosystems in this disturbance type continue to exist as
contiguous tracts of late seral to climax vegetation. Major stand-initiating events are still
infrequent. Livestock grazing can reduce large portions to early or mid-seral states, but most
areas within this type are not currently used to support livestock.
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Appendix Four - Potentially occurring land types and
site series within Valhalla Park based on PEM mapping
(Ketcheson et al. 2003).
Site
Series #

Land Typel Site Series

Moisture

PEM Estimated
Map Unit Area (ha)

ICHdw
02

FdPy - Oregon-grape - Parsley fern

Dry

DO

4

01a

CwFd - Falsebox (sx-sm phase)

Mesic

XF

101

01b

CwFd - Falsebox (m-shg phase)

Mesic

XG

120

03

CwHw - White pine - Devil's club

Moist

HD

13

04

CwHw - Devil's club - Lady fern

Wet

RD

Rock outcrop

RO

11

ICHmw2
03

FdCw - Falsebox - Prince's pine

Dry

DF

1073

04
01
05

CwFd - Falsebox
HwCw - Falsebox - Feathermoss
CwHw - Oakfern - Foamflower

Mesic
Mesic
Moist

RF
HF
HO

4786
3995
660

06

CwHw - Devil's club - Lady fern

Wet

RD

545

07

CwHw - Horsetail

Wet

RH

38

08

CwSxw - Skunk cabbage

Wet

RS

172

09

Bluejoint - Sedge

Wet

BS

15

Avalanche chute

AC

1009

Avalanche runout zone

AR

137

Rock outcrop

RO

665

Gravel bar

GB

1981

LA/PD

308

Lake - Pond
River

RI

ESSFwc1
02

BI- Falsebox - Grouseberry

Dry

FF

1998

01

BI - Rhododendron - Oak fern

Mesic

FR

1147

03

BI - Devil's club - Lady fern

Moist

FD

298

04

BI- Horsetail- Brachythecium

Wet

FH

29

05

Sedge - Sphagnum

Wet

SS

2
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Avalanche chute

AC

449

Avalanche runout zone

AR

35

Rock outcrop

RO

191

Pond - Lake

LA/PD

21

ESSFwc4
02

BI - Rhododendron - Falsebox

Dry

FF

5778

03

BI - Rhododendron - Wood rush

Dry

FW

1121

04

BI - Rhododendron - Foamflower

Mesic

RF

3327

01

BI - Rhododendron - Oak fern

Moist

FR

1677

05

BI- Rhododendron - Lady fern

Wet

FL

441

06

BI- Horsetail- Brachythecium

Wet

FH

82

08

Willow - Sedge

Wet

WS

26

Avalanche chute

AC

2347

Avalanche runout zone

AR

207

Rock outcrop

RO

336

Gravel bar

GB

4

LA/PD

549

Dry
Dry

FH
JM

135
245

Mesic

MH

456

Wet

SW

82

KR

1193

WL

5

PD/LA

197

Glacier/ Permanent snowfield

GL

6

Rock outcrop (including Talus)

RO

7080

Alpine heath

AH

1002

Glacier/ Permanent snowfield

GL

91

Krumholtz

KH

27

Pond

PO

8

Lake - Pond

ESSFwcp4
02
03

B1- Heath
Juniper - Mountain hairgrass

01

Mountain-heather

04

Sedge - Western pasqueflower
Krummholz
Wetland
Pond - Lake

Wet

AT
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RO

3560

Total

49787

Appendix Five – Rare Species Information
(BC Species Ecosystems Explorer. NOTE: Red and blue listed species in the Arrow Lakes
Forest District were compared with habitat types found in Valhalla Park and a list of
species likely to occur was created).
Plant Species Known or Likely to be at Risk in Valhalla Park
Common Name
Three-leaved Lewisia
Smith’s melic
Purple Oniongrass
Short-flowered monkey
flower
Brewer’s monkey flower
Western Jacob’s-ladder
Kellogg’s knotweed
Snow Bramble
Blunt-sepaled starwort
Holboell’s Rockcress
Least Moonwort
Bigleaf Sedge
Lakeshore Sedge
Lace Fern
Pine Fairies
Western Hawksbeard
Crest Wood Fern
Smooth Willowherb
Porcupinegrass
Western St. John’s-wort
Spurless Touch-me-not

Scientific Name
Lewisia triphylla
Melica Smithii
Melica spectabilis
Mimulus breviflorus
Mimulus Breweri
Polemonium occidentale ssp.
occidentale
Polygonum polygaloides ssp.
Kelloggii
Rubus nivalis
Stellaria obtusa
Arabis Holboellii var.
pinetorum
Botrychium simplex
Carex amplifolia
Carex lenticularis var.
lenticularis
Cheilanthes gracillima
Clarkia pulchella
Crepis occidentalis ssp.
pumila
DRYOPTERIS CRISTATA
Epilobium glaberrimum ssp.
fastigiatum
Hesperostipa spartea
Hypericum scouleri ssp.
Nortoniae
Impatiens ecalcarata

Provincial
List Status
Blue
Blue
Blue
Red

Provincial
Rank
S2S3
S2S3
S2S3
S1

Blue
Blue

S2S3
S2S3

Blue

S2S3

Red
Blue
Blue

S2
S2S3
S2S3

Blue
Blue
Red

S2S3
S2S3
S2

Blue
Blue
Red

S2S3
S3
S1

Blue
Blue

S2S3
S2S3

Red
Blue

S2
S2S3

Blue

S2S3
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Wildlife Species Known or Likely to be at Risk in Valhalla Park
Birds
Common Name

Scientific Name

Great Blue Heron
American Bittern
Canyon Wren
Bobolink
Lewis’s Woodpecker

Ardea herodias herodias
Botaurus lentiginosus
Catherpes mexicanus
Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Melanerpes Lewis

Provincial
List Status
Blue
Blue
Blue
Blue
Blue

Provincial
Rank
S3B S4N
S3B SZN
S3
S3B SZN
S3B SZN

Amphibians
Painted Turtle
Coeur d’Alene
Salamander

Chrysemys picta
Plethodon idahoensis

Blue
Blue

S3S4
S3

Red
Blue
Blue
Blue
Red
Blue

S1
S2S3
S2S3
S3SE
S2
S3

Blue
Red
Blue

S3
S2
S3

Fish
White Sturgeon
Shorthead Sculpin
Rocky Mountain Sculpin
Cutthroat Trout
Umatilla Dace
Bull Trout

Acipenser transmontanus
Cottus confusus
Cottus punctulatus
Oncorhynchus Clarki Lewisi
Rhinichthys umatilla
Salvelinus confluentus

Mammals
Wolverine
Fisher
Grizzly Bear

Gulo gulo luscus
Martes pennanti
Ursus arctos

Explanation of Provincial List Status –
(British Columbia Conservation Data Centre)
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Red List:
Includes indigenous species or subspecies that have, or are candidates for Extirpated,
Endangered, or Threatened status in British Columbia. Extirpated taxa are no longer existing in
the wild in British Columbia, but do occur elsewhere. Endangered taxa are facing imminent
extirpation or extinction. Threatened taxa are likely to become endangered if limiting factors are
not reversed.

Blue List:
Includes indigenous species or subspecies considered to Vulnerable in British Columbia.
Vulnerable taxa are of special concern because of characteristics that make them particularly
sensitive to human activities or natural events. Blue-listed taxa are at risk, but not Extirpated,
Endangered or Threatened.
Explanation of the Conservation Status Ranking –
(British Columbia Conservation Data Centre)
Conservation Status Ranks reflect the relative imperilment or conservation status of plants,
animals and ecological communities on a global, national and subnational (provincial) level.
G-rank = global
N-rank= national
S-rank = provincial (based solely on its status within British Columbia)
The conservation status of an element consists of a whole number from 1 to 5
1 = Critically imperiled, either because of know threats or declining trends, or because extremely
restricted breeding or non-breeding range make the element vulnerable to unpredictable events;
a candidate for “endangered” status.
2 = Imperiled; a candidate for “threatened” status.
3 = Vulnerable; usually more abundant or widespread than elements defined above, but sensitive
to threats; perhaps declining
4 = Apparently secure, but may have restricted range or possible long-term concerns.
5 = Demonstrably secure; usually widespread and abundant.
• B – refers to breeding population in the province
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Appendix Six: Valhalla Park Recreation
Features by Drainage
(Information from the 1987 Valhalla Park Master Plan Background Document)

Wee Sandy Creek, Sharp Creek and Hoben Creek
Description:
• Originating in two small alpine lakes on the northeast slopes of Mt. Meers, Wee Sandy
Creek runs north for a short distance parallel to the divide before emptying into Wee Sandy
Lake, one of the large, sub-alpine lakes of the Park. The headwaters area is relatively open
and easily traversed, with an east col leading into the upper third of Nemo Creek and a ridge
route crossing eastward to the New Denver Glacier. Immediately north of Wee Sandy
Lake, the creek swings eastward and plunges down a steep headwall in an impressive
cataract before winding on through a narrow valley to its mouth at Slocan Lake. The
drainage is not generally good bear habitat, though grizzlies have been sighted at the small
lake northeast of Mt. Niord on the divide. Mountain goats are also commonly observed on
the steep bluffs north of the lower portion of Wee Sandy Creek. These bluffs were the
subject of Ecological Reserve Proposal #344 (1980-81), for protection of a prime example
of interior wet belt mountain goat winter-spring habitat and associated ecosystems within
two biogeoclimatic zones. An old trapline cabin (at 5 km), a millsite and original rockwork
from 1927-29 horse and flume logging can be viewed in an easy day hike from Slocan
Lake.
• Although the largest glacier in the Park, the New Denver Glacier is a rapidly shrinking
remnant posing little challenge or hazard. It is, however, highly visible from New Denver and
the east side of Slocan lake, and it is central to the extensive, relatively accessible alpine area
north of Nemo Creek. A steep but well-graded trail leads up Sharp Creek from Slocan
Lake through three successive hanging valleys to the ruins of 1908 Town Improvement
Society cabins in the sub-alpine. Fragile, fen-like, alpine meadow pockets occur slightly
higher in the basin below the glacial moraine. Although of limited capability to support
grizzlies, the slides in the upper hanging valley and the huckleberry areas near the cabin ruins
may receive transient bear use. Hoben Creek originates in three alpine/sub-alpine lakes
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perched south of the New Denver Glacier and north of the Nemo Walls. The lakes are
readily accessible from the Glacier, though there is no trail down the creek and several
excellent 20-40 m waterfalls remain obscure. Hiking from Slocan Lake up the creek is
scenic and relatively easy.
Conservation Considerations :
• The mountain goat habitat on the bluffs north of the lower end of Wee Sandy Creek has
been proposed as a 396 ha Ecological Reserve (#344). Protection of this habitat is
important, and is assisted by the trail's location on the opposite side of the creek.
• The grizzly bear habitats in Wee Sandy, Sharp and Hoben Creeks, while adequate to
support transient feeding, do not seem to warrant special designation or protection and are
judged to have limited capability, except possibly in the vicinity of Niord Lake.
• The New Denver Glacier is a major feature in the Park, a possible focus for interpretation of
the dramatic glacial landforming processes. Though itself safe and dulrab1e, the glacier is
surrounded by sensitive plant succession features, such as the alpine fen- meadows, and
these must be protected against over-use.
• Waterfalls on Wee Sandy, Sharp and Hoben Creeks are typical but attractive features of the
area and deserve some degree of identification and presentation.
• Three cultural heritage themes can be presented in the Wee Sandy-Sharp Creek drainages:
1) the early tourism development of the Sharp' Creek trail and cabins by the Town
Improvement Society as an effort to capitalize on the appeal of mountain recreation (period
mountaineering, C.P.R. tourism, mountain national parks, etc.); 2) 1920's horse and flume
logging techniques and site activity as reflected in the Wee Sandy remnants; 3) traditional
trapping active as reflected in the trails and upper Wee Sandy cabin. Plan must consider
how to treat the relics (i.e. no action, repair, reconstruction, etc.).
Recreation Opportunities:
• Relatively easy alpine terrain, a wide variety of features, and good access make the Wee
Sandy -Sharp Creek -Hoben Creek area potentially one of the major use areas of the Park.
• Excellent potential exists for extending the Wee Sandy trail to Wee Sandy Lake, along its
west shore and up to the alpine lake headwaters, whence an alpine 'cairn route" could
connect with the Sharp Creek trail.
• Excellent potential exists for a trail linking the mouths of Wee Sandy and Sharp Creeks, both
closing the back-country loop route and providing an interesting day walk or nature trail
from either creek mouth.
• Major attraction and use nodes along the potential loop route are: Wee Sandy lake (fishing,
scenery), Meers Lakes (scenery), alpine tarns north of Nemo Creek, New Denver Glacier
and adjacent peaks, Hoben Lakes (easily accessible from the glacier).
• Potential shelter or cabin sites are Wee Sandy Lake, as a major recreation feature and the
northern terminus of a divide traverse; and New Denver Glacier. Both areas have potential
for winter use (air access). Precise locations and types of structure would require further
study.
• Potential future trails providing further loop opportunities include:
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o Wee Sandy Creek to the Glacier via the Wee Sandy tributary from Iron Peak;
o Second hanging valley of Sharp Creek across to Hoben Creek waterfalls;
o Hoben Creek trail from Slocan lake to Glacier;
o Slocan lake shoreline trail from Sharp Creek to Hoben Creek.
Heritage features along lower Wee Sandy Creek make that drainage particularly attractive
to day use over a long season, thanks to its low elevation.

Tourism Potential:
• In some respects, the appeal of the Wee Sandy-Sharp Creek-Hoben Lakes area compares
with that of Kokanee Glacier Park, another relatively accessible and easily travelled alpine
area with a heritage of resource and recreational activity stretching back to the turn of the
Century. Though more compact than the Kokanee Glacier, the area north of Nemo Creek
has greater variety, thanks to the large Wee Sandy Lake, and a sense of greater isolation
owing to its location across Slocan Lake.
• Relatively few sensitive natural features (goats, alpine fens, some alpine meadows), suitability
for shelters, and potential for a loop hiking route could make the area north of Nemo Creek
a logical focal point for a market seeking a moderately adventurous alpine experience but
with a good safety factor and a range of accommodation and service possibilities.

Nemo Creek
Description:
• Rising in a fan of small, highly attractive alpine basins along the crest of the Valhallas south of
Mt. Meers, Nemo Creek drops at a steady grade over a course due eastward to Slocan
Lake. The drainage is unique among Valhalla Park's major drainages in that it has seen no
commercial logging activity, nor have any extensive burns occurred for several centuries. As
a result, though northern slopes have been extensively cleared by avalanches, large stands of
climax forest growth remain within the valley. Species include cedar, hemlock, spruce, alpine
fir and others, with trees of greater than 2 m diameter interspersed with lady- fern, offering a
visual experience of unusual interest. In mid-valley, on the south side, Ecological Reserve
Proposal #260 was advanced in 1976 to protect a significant example of interior western
hemlock forest. Sheer granitic bluffs, the Nemo Walls, rise 1000 m above the lower valley
on the north, and massive, moss covered, talus blocks, the "Rock Castles", constitute a
major attraction beside the river below them. On the opposite south side, a massive,
unstable, but completely forested coarse talus slope is an interesting geological feature. Just
upstream from the lake, two picturesque waterfalls are easily accessible to day visitors.
Prime grizzly bear habitat occurs in the creek headwaters, on the many avalanche paths and
even in forested areas farther downstream. Goats may also be seen on the Nemo Walls. A
deteriorating cabin and trail beyond the Rock Castles are the legacy of one of the first
trappers in this area.
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Conservation Considerations :
• High capability grizzly habitat through much of the upper half of the drainage deserves
protection for its wildlife significance and also constrains human recreational activity in the
area, except perhaps in winter.
• An Ecological Reserve (#260) was proposed for 448 ha on the south side of Nemo Creek,
near the halfway point, to contain a representative stand of Interior Western Hemlock. As
park management objectives have different emphasis than those of ecoreserves, the status
issue would have to be considered.
• Goat habitat on the Nemo Walls should be considered in trail planning for lower Nemo
Creek.
• Lower creek features such as the waterfalls, the Rock Castles and the south side talus
slopes are all interesting and attractive. However, the heavy mosses in these areas can easily
be destroyed by poorly planned human use.
• Cultural remnants in the drainage limited to traces of 1920's flume and horse logging near
Slocan Lake and a decaying trapline cabin beyond the Rock Castles. The former has some
potential for day hike/nature trail interpretation.
Recreation Opportunities:
• Nemo Creek's high capability grizzly habitat imposes a caution on recreational use of the
upper half of the drainage. Dense forest, bush and slide growth makes travel and trail
maintenance difficult. Although views of the Nemo Walls and the high ridges are to be had
above the Rock Castles, much of the valley up to the alpine 'levels lacks major features and
has limited recreational appeal. The headwaters alpine basins, though highly attractive, are
accessible much more easily from the roaded drainages west of the divide than from Slocan
Lake up Nemo Creek. These conditions combine to suggest a low emphasis on recreation
may be appropriate for much of the drainage.
• The waterfalls, talus, botanical, wildlife and heritage features of the valley up to the Rock
Castle area lend themselves well to day use activities of an interpretive nature. However, use
concepts must consider human impacts on plant communities and upon the goats of the
Nemo Walls area.
• Beyond the Rock Castles, the valley has good capability for offering a wilderness experience
compatible with many of the purposes of Ecological Reserves and recognizing the need to
avoid conflicts between humans and grizzly bears.
Tourism Potential:
• With an array of appealing natural features such as waterfalls, mossy trails, giant talus and
spectacular goat cliffs readily accessible to day users, lower Nemo Creek has come to
epitomize the special natural beauty of the low-elevation Valhallas. At the same time, the
upper valley typifies the challenging ruggedness of the low-elevation Central Columbia
Mountains.
• Natural feature conservation thus has a higher profile here than in many of the other park
drainages, and Nemo Creek becomes a focal point for the low-elevation aspects of the
Park's natural and wilderness appeal.
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With careful facility development focusing on protection and interpretation, lower Nemo
Creek capability to be one of the park's key areas for public appreciation of the low
elevation zone of the Central Columbia Mountains.

Cove and Indian Creeks
Description:
• A short (3 km), front slope drainage with several notable river erosion features, Cove Creek
has seen some selective logging, but also contains an interesting and surprising diversity of
vegetation, ranging from poison ivy and ponderosa pine associations to a patch of coastal
salal at 823 m elevation. Cultural remains include a 4 x 6m shoreline cabin in good condition
(c. 1932?), a rustic shelter (c. 1979), and a well- graded but overgrown logging road of
indeterminate date. Ground level inventory data on the 9 km long Indian Creek drainage is
not available, but air photo interpretation suggests a relatively featureless, representative
Central Columbia Mountains minor valley.
Conservation Considerations :
• The readily accessible patch of coastal salal up Cove Creek is a major interpretive
vegetation feature in the Park, while mature ponderosa pine and excellent views from the
rock bluffs contribute further to natural appeal. The old logging road and 1939(1) cabin are
of some interest as cultural features, and the character of the cabin is probably worth
maintaining in the context of use as a public shelter. In general, conservation va lues are not
threatened by recreational uses.
• Conservation values in Indian Creek are not documented, but are not likely to be threatened
by use.
Recreation Opportunities:
• The good beach, cabin, overgrown road, interesting botanical features, views, and feasibility
of a loop trail give Cove Creek excellent potential for boat-access day use.
• Indian Creek appears to offer limited recreational appeal and may best remain as one of the
wilderness areas of the Park.
Tourism Potential:
• In general, Cove and Indian Creeks are components of the dramatic west shore slopes of
the Valhallas which contribute to the tourism appeal of the Slocan Valley. Specifically, Cove
Creek's appeal is primarily a~5 one of the most interesting of many day-use areas on the
lakeshore. Its cabin offers some potential for use as a base, but activities in the immediate
area are limited and Cove Creek's significance in the park as a whole is likely to remain
minor.
• Indian Creek lacks tourism significance except insofar as it contributes to the area of
wilderness within the park.

Beatrice Creek
73

Management Plan Background Document
Draft 13D 2004/12

Valhalla Provincial Park

Description:
• Rising at two separate points on the Divide, Beatrice Creek joins Evans Creek less than 1
km before Slocan Lake. The northern fork of the Beatrice drainage rises at 2075 m in the
alpine Avis lakes, dropping over 600m before entering 4 km long Beatrice Lake near its
western end. The southern fork originates at almost 2200 m right on the divide in the
uppermost of five alpine lakes arranged in stair-step fashion and draining into the western
end of Beatrice Lake. The main lake itself has excellent fishing (rainbow trout) and is unique
in having its outflow filtering through the talus of a massive slide rather than draining over the
surface. Some 2 km downstream, 1.5 km long Cahill Lake also offers a quality fishery for
kokanee and rainbow trout as does the much smaller Emerald (Little Cahill) Lake a short
distance farther down. A fairly large 4 km long tributary climbs northwest from Cahill Lake
toward Hela Peak and the Indian Creek headwaters. Bluffs north of Cahill Lake afford good
mountain goat winter habitat, and though grizzly bear food sources are relatively limited as
far up as Beatrice Creek, black bear habitat is generally good in the vicinity of the Cahill
Lakes. Flume remnants, old road grades and holding pond structures from Cahill Lake
downwards provide considerable evidence of 1920's horse logging, while a generally good
trail all the way to Beatrice Lake relates more to trapping and increasing recreational use.
Conservation Considerations :
• Grizzly habitat at east and west ends of Cahill lake and along Beatrice Creek above Beatrice
lake should be allowed for in considering trails, campsites and human activities in the
drainage. However, grizzly concentrations do not appear to be high enough to warrant
special protected status for the area within the Park.
• Beatrice and Cahill lakes are basically unproductive lakes which are currently overstocked
with small fish. Sizes could probably be increased by blocking spawning streams or
increasing fishing pressure (1981 Survey).
• Remnants of 1920's flume logging, including sections of corduroy, flumes and dams, are still
in place and can be seen from the present trail. These features have heritage/ interpretive
values and may merit partial stabilization or restoration.
• Beatrice Lake appears to have been created by a landslide which sealed off the valley,
damming the flow of the Demers lakes chain. This feature and the lake's underground
drainage have interpretive appeal.
Recreation Opportunities:
• The main feature of this drainage is a chain of eleven lakes extending from the lower valley to
the Beatrice Creek headwaters.
• The diverse landscapes in this area of the Park offer a variety of opportunities for hiking,
fishing and wilderness lakeshore camping in forested and alpine environments. Grizzly bears
do not pose a threat except in the vicinity of Cahill Lake.
• Little Cahill Lake serves as a day hike destination from Slocan Lake.
• Use of the trail to Beatrice Lake is moderately high; use of the highly scenic Demers Lake
area and the Main Divide is contingent upon improved access past Beatrice Lake.
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Tourism Potential:
• Boat access near the mouth of Beatrice Creek is restricted to two small beaches, imposing
some limitations on use.
• The varied hiking, camping and fishing opportunities found in the Beatrice Creek watershed
serve a day use market as well as tourists wanting to penetrate to the core of Valhalla Park.

Evans Creek
Description:
• The 22 km Evans Creek drainage commences in 2075 m alpine basins below Mt. Bor on
the divide. From the scenic Hird Lakes and Rocky Lakes in these basins, the creek drops
sharply to 4.8 km long Evans lake at 1525 m before flowing through the small Grassy and
Fosheim Lakes and down a 9 km long, steep sided valley to its junction with Beatrice Creek
and Slocan Lake. Evans lake, the largest in the Park, has excellent kokanee and rainbow
trout angling, but access is difficult except by float plane. The lower reaches of the lake were
burned in the same fire which destroyed timber in portions of Beatrice Creek and the only
remaining mature stands lie in the vicinity of Evans Creek. The slopes at the northwest end of
Evans Lake are designated as Ecological Reserve #32, as they contain impressive stands of
yellow cedar, a rare species in the interior of British Columbia. Wildlife data are incomplete
for this drainage. In 1984, evidence in the headwater basins suggested light use by grizzly
bears and the possible presence of mountain caribou. The valley between the Beatrice
confluence and Evans Lake is rugged and virtually untracked, and an alternate ground
access to the east end of Evans Lake exists over the ridge from the east end of Beatrice
Lake. Cultural remains in the Evans drainage are limited to traplines and sets, a fishermen's
log cabin at the east end of Evans Lake, and various debris and ruins from fly-in fishing
activities.
Conservation Considerations:
• A rare Interior stand of yellow cedar northwest of Evans Lake is protected by Ecological
Reserve #32.
• Evans Lake supports a high quality kokanee and rainbow trout fishery; monitoring and
management is essential to future fishing quality.
• Six small alpine lakes occupy the headwaters of Evans Creek while the drainage below
Evans Lake contains two small lakes and a waterfall near the outlet. The lack of trail access
through this drainage protects natural features and wildlife habitats from human impact.
Recreation Opportunities:
• Access at present is to moderate float plane and helicopter use of Evans Lake by sports
fishermen, and light foot access over the divide from Beatrice Lake.
• A log cabin is located at the east end of Evans Lake; it can accommodate six persons and is
in fair condition. Camping occurs in the same area.
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The Devil's Range to the south of Evans Lake offers high quality mountaineering
opportunities.
The Hird Lakes area has some high elevation hiking and camping potential.

Tourism Potential:
• Evans Lake is a popular fly-in fishing destination for Canadian and American visitors. Due to
the difficulties of foot access into the Evans drainage, aircraft can provide easy access to a
scenic wilderness fishing lake.
• Wilderness mountaineering opportunities in the Devil's Range provide an alternative to the
Mulvey Basin climbing area.

Gwillim (Goat) Creek
Description:
• At 28 km the longest drainage in Valhalla Park, Gwillim Creek is also one of the most
varied. From its origins in lakes and tarns on and around a 2135 m plateau at the
southwestern end of the Devil's Range, the creek cascades down a headwall into a heavily
timbered, rugged valley bottom. Immediately below the headwall, a broad, 1925 m high
pass leads southward to Drinnon Lake and the head of the Hoder Creek logging road,
providing one of the easiest land access routes to the park's alpine. Down Gwillim Creek
1.2 km from the headwall lies a small, marshy lake, locally known as Tracey Cooper lake. A
small alpine tarn below Devil's Dome feeds into the upper part of this reach of the creek
from the north. Rock-girt Valhalla Lake and "Prestley Lake", another alpine lake eastward
near Midgard Peak, drain steeply into Gwillim from the south. The highly scenic Coven
Lakes nestle on a plateau 135 m above Tracey Cooper Lake and 2.3 km north.
• Below Tracey Cooper lake, and a 15 m waterfall, a rough trail leads down the north side of
the creek through dense forest and rocky slide paths for 3.6 km to a set of stream
meanders, and beyond through giant cedars, alder slides and sedge meadows to a lower set
of meanders and the head of an old logging cart track. This area saw considerable logging
activity in the period from 1915 to the 1920's. An old mill site and well preserved log cabin
remain just down valley from the start of the track, and a flume once carried smaller timber
over 5 km down the valley to the Slocan River. Cedar and hemlock stands with some
swampy ground are interspersed with a mix of Douglas fir and deciduous cover. Some 5.1
km below the meanders, the logging track gives way to a jeep trail which crosses a ford to
the south side of the creek about 1.5 km farther downstream. Two private inholdings
(Cooper and Peterson) lie about 1.5 km below the crossing, and the jeep trail continues
through them to become a road link for the remaining 3 km to the public road on the west
side of Slocan River. A trail branches out of the lower inholding (Peterson), cutting
northeastward for 2.8 km over the shoulder of the valley and dropping steeply through
another private holding (Wineberg) to Slocan City.
76

Management Plan Background Document
Draft 13D 2004/12
•

Valhalla Provincial Park

Mountain goats are commonly seen on the spectacular north walls some 6-8 km up the
Gwillim Creek valley. Beaver are established in the marshy areas around Tracey Cooper
lake and the two meander sections. These areas and the interspersed slide paths provide
high capability habitat for grizzly bears in all seasons, with the Tracey Cooper Lake vicinity
receiving intense summer use.

Conservation Considerations:
• The Gwillim Creek watershed supports mountain goats on the lower valley walls and grizzly
bears in the upper drainage.
• The vegetation pattern varies from open ponderosa pine and Douglas fir in the valley
entrance to mature cedars in the central creek section and alpine fir in the upper watershed.
Alpine vegetation is sensitive to increasing use of the Gwillim Lakes area.
• A number of small, scenic, high elevation lakes drain into upper Gwillim Creek.
• A headwall separating upper and lower Gwillim Creek is a dominant park feature.
Recreation Opportunities:
• The Gwillim drainage is acces5.ible from the east via an old logging trail following the lower
creek, or via the Drinnon Pass trail which leads from the end of the Hoder Creek logging
road to Gwillim Lakes. The latter provides the easiest route into the southern Valhalla alpine,
and has become popular in recent years. Potential exists for a trail along the divide and
headwaters area connecting Gwillim and Wee Sandy Lakes. Private property in the lower
Gwillim Creek area and a reputation for grizzly bears discourage use of the Gwillim Creek
route into the Park.
• Gwillim Lakes is a three to four hour hike from the Hoder Creek trailhead and receives
heavy camping use. Valhalla and Coven Lakes are less accessible but experience some use
by hikers and campers.
Tourism Potential:
• The tourist appeal of the Gwillim Creek watershed lies primarily in the accessibility of the
southern park lakes and alpine areas from existing roads, which reach to within two
kilometres of the Park boundary.

Mulvey Creek
Description:
• Mulvey Creek originates in tarns and a large alpine lake lying in a broad, 2l35 m high basin
surrounded by some of the highest and most spectacular peaks in the Valhalla Range. The
discovery of a utilized chipped slate flake and a quartz crystal projectile point in the area of
the basin is the only evidence yet found of prehistoric use of alpine areas in the Slocan
(Eldridge, p. 48). From Mulvey Basin, the creek cascades steeply down a 540 m, virtually
treeless headwall. The next 5 km of valley floor is trackless and dominated by slide
vegetation, notably alder, interspersed with devil's club, spruce swamps and occasional thin
stands of cedar and hemlock. This area is prime grizzly bear habitat and receives more
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concentrated bear use than any other part of the Park. A mid-1960's hiking trail extended
into the remaining 5.6 km of valley, which is covered with thick, young growth, the natural
regeneration from an old forest fire. The trail joins the old public road to the Little Slocan
Lakes
Conservation Cons iderations:
• The Mulvey Creek drainage offers some of the most dramatic landscapes within Valhalla
Park. The upper basin is comprised of three small lakes surrounded by high peaks and
containing sensitive alpine vegetation. To the east, Mulvey Creek cascades over a
spectacular headwall into the lower forested valley 540 meters below.
• An archaeological site in Mulvey Basin represents the only evidence of aboriginal use in the
Valhalla Park uplands; protection of this feature is important to the knowledge of the region's
prehistory.
• The highest concentration of grizzly bears in the park is found in the lower Mulvey Creek
drainage; special measures are required to protect their habitat and minimize public contact.
Recreation Opportunities:
• A poor quality trail leads from the Little Slocan Road 5.6 kilometres into the lower valley.
Access into Mulvey Basin via the creek and headwall is difficult and increasingly less popular
than the overland route from the Bannock Burn road south of the Park, or access by
helicopter.
• The peaks surrounding Mulvey Basin offer high quality mountaineering opportunities; the
granite slabs of Mount Dag and the Gladsheim massif are particular1y significant.
• A hut with capacity for eight persons was located in the meadows east of Mulvey Lakes, but
its condition deteriorated and it was removed before 1990.
• Although the ruggedness of the Mulvey Basin lends itself best to mountaineering, the area's
scenic grandeur has high visual appeal and makes it one of the most popular locations in the
park for recreational viewing.
Tourism Potential:
• The impressive scenery of Mulvey Basin and the names of its peaks seem to symbolize the
images conjured up by the name Valhalla as a "home of the Gods and slain heroes". Such a
profile has high appeal for tourists, making it very important that the general public have
reasonable access to at least good views of this scenic focal point.
• The Mulvey Basin is considered an important North American mountaineering area, and
offers challenging climbs in a spectacular wilderness setting. The future of this park activity
will relate to improved trail access or increased helicopter use. The potential for individual
and group mountaineering from other regions of North America is high.

Slocan Lake Shoreline
Description:
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The 27.5 km of the west shore of Slocan lake within Valhalla Park contain a wide variety of
features. Much of the shoreline is rocky or bluffy, but eighteen beaches of varying qualities
have been identified. The lakeshore area from valley bottom to near 900 m is winter range
for deer summering in much of the park. Five blocks of private land account for 3 km of the
total but include no more than representative examples of the better recreational features.
Cultural features range from nine pictographs, five lithic scatters, and two prehistoric
depressions to evidence of 1920's logging operations and a number of old homesteads and
cabins in various states of repair. Details of these features may be found in Eldridge, pp. 4347, and Smith, Report, pp. 59-79. Some rustic shelters have been built over the years at
various beach sites and a 5.4 x 3.6m public cabin in reasonably good condition stands on a
rocky point just north of Cove Creek.

Conservation Considerations:
• A very important feature of Valhalla Park is the dramatic and unimpaired landscape as
viewed from Highway 6 and the communities east of Slocan Lake. The preservation of the
shoreline in a natural state is essential to retain the present wilderness landscape quality.
• Old growth forest along the shoreline provides poor deer winter range. Vegetation
management will be required if deer and future elk populations are to be maintained or
enhanced.
• Ten pictographs and seven archaeological sites are located along the shore of Slocan Lake
in the Park; measures are required to ensure minimum disturbance of these heritage features.
• Waterfalls are found in the lower reaches of Wee Sandy, Nemo and Evans Creeks. These
features are easily accessible to boaters; protection of the natural environment in the lower
creek drainages is essential to maintain the wilderness appeal.
Recreation Opportunities:
• Slocan Lake is subject to sudden violent wind and wave action and the shoreline is generally
steep, limiting safe small boat use. Nevertheless, the lake provides access to many of the
park drainages for day and backcountry visitors, and park beaches serve day and overnight
boat users.
• Of the 18 park beaches identified, six have high capability for shore and upland use; two
beaches are associated with the trailheads at Wee Sandy and Nemo creeks.
• The remains of several homesteads and cabins exist along the shoreline; of these, the Cove
Creek cabin is in the best condition and can accommodate four persons.
• Informal camping areas offering a variety of amenities are associated with high use beaches;
shore areas with the greatest potential for formalized camping facilities are located at Evans
Creek South, Spring Beach, Homestead Beach, Nemo Beach North, Lost Cabin Beach
and Wee Sandy Beach.
• Shoreline trails could provide access to Beatrice Creek from Slocan City, and could also
link some popular beaches with trailheads.
Tourism Potential:
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The shoreline of Valhalla Park offers tourists easily accessible "marine park" opportunities on
a small lake, with further opportunities to experience a wilderness park on a day or
destination basis.
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Appendix Seven: 1986 BC Parks Zoning System
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