~;_ . " -~
_ .
' - e

Valr;alla arl<

Management Plan

July 2012 Sivaia | BC Parks




Photo Credit: Paul Tovak

This document replaces the direction
provided in theValhalla Provincial Park
Master Plan (1989)




ValhallaPark

Management Plan

Approved by:

Z &Z—Q July 25, 2012

Brian Bawtinheimer Date
ExecutiveDirector, Parks Planning and Management Branch
BC Parks

—
=2 July 20, 2012
Tom Bell Date

Regional DirectgrKootenay OkanagaRegion
BC Parks






Plan Highlights

The vision for ValhallRarkis that the park will continue to be managed primarily for the
conservation of its ecological systems and special features, while offeringjhadity
NEONBFGA2Yyf 2L NIdzyAdASa uGakesind Wliderngsg G A Y LI A
characterThRS Y I y I 3SYSy(d LI Iy Lilzia 3INBFGSNI SYLIKIF &A
ecologicalalues rather than on developing new recreational opportuniticsy

elements of the management plan include:

1 A vision that articulates the key role the park will play in protegthe important
ecological values of the Central Columbia Mountd®&M)Ecosection while also
providing wildernesfased recreational opportunities.

A zoning plan that reflects the increased emphasi§idd S MiuNAsQ@ ey
protected area which regsents theCCMEcosectionpreserves olegrowth and
undisturbed wildlife habitatand offers wilderness recreational opportunities with
minimal facilities and disturbances from mechanizatitrategies focus on
maintaining use levels in each area of fregk that are appropriate in terms of
acceptable ecological impacts and quality of recreational experiefites.includes
a prohibition of all forms of motorizedccess into the park exceps provided for in
this management plan (i.efloat plane acces® Evans Lake arabat access to sites
along Slocan Lake).

1 Strategieghat recognizehe importance of managing the park in context of what is
occurring wihin the surrounding landscap&his includes working with the
appropriate government agencies toqtect the visual integrity of the park from
impacts of adjacent usespordinating with the appropriate government agencies
on the management of roads, trails, and trailheads on Crown landgtioatde
access to the park; amdeveloping a coordinated loAgrm approach to wildlife
management with other appropriate governmeagenciesandwith First Nations,
emphasizing species at risk.

1 Strategies thamaintainand/or restore natural disturbance regimes (insects, disease

and fire) wherever possible

A straegy to develop dire management [an for the park.

Strategies to raintain the current number and configuration of backcountry trails

roofed accommodatiomnd campsitebut includes thanvestigdion andpossible

formalization and designabn of currentrandom camping sitesl@ng the shore of

Slocan Lake.

1 Strategies to Bcourag low-impact recreation services in the park where facilities
and public uses are compatible.

= =
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Management Plan Purpose
The purpose of this management plan is to guide the managemevialbiallaPark.

This management plan:

articulatesthe key featuresandvalues of thepark;

identifies the types and levels of management activities;

determines the appropriate levels of use and development;

clearly establishes the lorigrm vision and maagement objectives to be met; and,
responds to current and predicted future threats and opportunities by defining a
set of management strategies.

= =4 =4 4 A

Thismanagemenplan draws from the Valhalla Rrmcial Park Master Plan (1982)d

the ValhallaParkbackground reports (1987 and 200@hangs since the 198@haster
planinclude alterations to the park boundary, new protected areas nearby, improved
information on ecological values, new mandates in the management of land and
resources in adjacent areas aad increased emphasis on working wiist Nations

Many of the initiatives provided for in the original master plan have not been realized
and their continued relevance has been considered during the development of this new
management plan.

Additional information was gathered from the West Kooterggundary LandUse Plan
(1995) andmplementationstrategy (1997)and the KootenayBoundaryHigher Level
Plan Order (2002).

1.2 Planning Area

The park, located on the western shores of Slocan Laggerés1 and 2, comprises
approximately50,060hectaressituated in the Valhalla Range of the Selkirk Ranges of
the Columbia Mountaindt contains six major parallel drainages and represents the
Central Columbia Mountain€CM)Ecosection through its fuélevational range from
Slocan Lake at 536atresto peaks of 2,800 etres.

1.3 Legislative Framework
The parkwas establisheds a Class A park in 1983. In 1999, the 635 hectare Gimli Ridge
was added to Valhalla Park and in 2010 District Lot 8223 was addkd park.

Class A pagkarededicated to the preservation of their natural environments for the
inspiration, use and enjoyment of the public.
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The 164 hectares Evans Lake Ecological Reserve, established in 1972, is situated within
the park boundariesut is excluded from the parlcological reserves are managed

under theEcological Reserve Aartd are dedicated to conservation and study purposes
with very limited opportunities for recreation.
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Figure 1: Regional Context Map
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Figure 2: Valhalla Park Map
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1.4 Management Commitments/Agreements

Kootenay-Boundary Land-Use Plan

Land use planning for land resources and conservation in the Koc@maydary region

of south-easternBritish Columbia entered a new era with the provincial government
initiative to prepare a strategic langse planThe West Kootenaygoundary LandJse
Plan(WKBLURJesignated various land uses, including protected areas, over the entire
region.

In addiion to allocating land use, the WKBLUP established land use management
guidelines though the Kootenayoundary LandJse Plan Implementation Strategy
number ofKootenayBoundary LandUse Plan Implementation Strategipjectives and
strategies consider WaallaParkand emphasize measures to protect and restore
connectivity corridors anésrizzly Bar populationsSpecific management direction
relating to the parkincludes

1 Maintain wild fish stocks and the habitats of existing species in Slocan Lake.

1 Maintain the Gwillim Creek water supply for the Village of Slocan

1 Maintain sufficient seasonal habitat to retain the existi@gzzly Bar populations
1 Maintain the regional connectivity corridor from Goat Rafgeknorth into

Revelstoke, and from Goat Ranigark down Bremner Creek intothel £ KJtd f | Qa

contribute to ecosystem representatioto serve as habitat linkage for seasonal
migration ofCaribouand GrizzlyBeas, and to support Goat Randeark

1 Retain forest and grassland ecological elements andgsses, including species
richness, distribution and diversity ranging from a low to moderate risk.

1 Maintain the regional connectivity corridor from Kokanee GlaB@rkto Valhalla
Park through Lemon Creek, and Kokanee Glaeakto Goat Rang@arkthrough
Kane Creek, to contribute to ecosystem representation (ICHmw2), to serve as
habitat linkage for the seasonal migration®fizzly Bea and to support Valhalla
Park

1.5 Relationship with First Nations

The Province and Firsahions governments are working towaedrelationshipbased on
respect, recognition and accommodation of aboriginal title and righttssmanagement
plan proposes to develop working relationships betw&sh Parkand First Nations in a
number of areas to esure that management of the park considers their traditional
uses The management plan will not limit subsequent treaty negotiations.

ValhallaParklieswithin the asserted traditional territorgf three First Nation tribal
councilsthe Ktunaxa Nation@lincil, the Okanagan Nation Allianaed theShuswap
Nation Tribal Council

! Another group knowras the Sinixt Nation has also asserted that the park is in their traditional territory
but the governments of Canada and British Columbia do not afford the Sinixt status as a Eirsent
Nationand have not recognized their claim.
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Ktunaxa Nation Council

The asserted traditional territory of the Ktunaxa people covers the Kootssgign and

extends into the United Statel British Columbighe Ktunaxa N@on Council includes

F2dzNJ LYRAFY . FYR YSYOSNRAY {4 alNBQ&a .lIYyRI ¢2
and Lower Kootenay Band.

The Ktunaxa/Kinbasket Treaty Council is currently negotiating a treaty with the
Government of Canada and the Province of &ritColurbia, and has signed a
governmentto-government memorandum of understanding with the Province for the
management of provincial parks tineir traditional territory. Thememorandumof
understandingmakes provisions for the parties to cooperate in a varietgark
management activities including planning, boundary reviews, economic development
and capacity building.

Okanagan Nation Alliance

The Okanagan Nation Alliance asserted traditional terriextgnds from the Okanagan
Valley tothe West Kootenay and includes the Upper and Lower Arrow |akes
alliance is composed of seven Indian Band members includower Sinfkameen,
Upper Similkameen, ©@goos, Penticton, Westbank, Okanagan and UppeolBimdian
bands

Shuswap Nation Tribal Council

The Shuswap Nation Tribal Council asserted traditional territory extends from Kamloops
to an areahat roughly encompasses the Columbia River drainesgtuding the Upper

and Lower Arrow lake#t is an asociation of 10 of the 17 Secwepemc (Shuswap) bands
of interior Bitish Columbia Adams Lake, Bonaparte, Tk'emlups, Little Shuswap Lake,
Neskonlith, Shuswap, Simpcw (North Thompson), Skeechestn, Splats'in (Spallumcheen)
and Whispering Pines/Clinton.

1.6 Ecosystem-Based Management Approach

BC Parksupportsa sciencebased ecosystem management approach for protected

areas This requires:

1 integration of available sciendeased information with management activities

f understanding the interrelationships betweénK S S 02 ae2adiSyQa oA2f23A
biological components;

1 afocus on longerm and largescale issues;

1 a holistic view of the environmental system and environmental problems, and

1 inter-agency ceoperation as ecosystems extend beyond jurisdictidowindaries.

TheKootenayBoundary LandJse Plan Implementation Strategynphasized the
importance of an ecosystetfibased approach to land and resource planning and
management to maintain healthy functioning ecosystems and, in protected areas, to
maintain ecosystem representation.
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The 2002 KootenaBoundary Higher Level Plan Order revised an earlier higher level
plan order (January 2001). The establishment of new resource management zones and
changes to the enhanced resource development zones form the béashe new order.

The order affects land use immediately adjacent to Valhalla Park, and influences
ecosystem values and function (e.qg., wildlife connectivity and foraging, road access).
Responsibility for the order on a d&y-day basis rests with therpvincial agency
responsible for approving forest development plans.

Natural processes such as wildfire, disease and insect infestation must be incorporated
into management for the park. Allowing the progression of natural processes within the
park must le weighed against potential impacts on ecological components and
conditions outside it.

Since the home range of wildlife species is often larger than the protected area
effective management of ecosystems is a challefigye efforts toconserveand
maintan species diversity within the park can be negatively influenced by land
management practices outside of thepatkii A a4 GKSNBF2NB Sa
O22LISNF A2y é¢ | NRdzyR GKS LI N)] 2F &adzF¥
park ecosystem management.

> X

Much of this understanding, knowledge and the practices to implement an ecosystem
management approach for protected areas are still in the formative stages and will be
developed over time

Valhalla Park Management Plan 6



Hird Lake

1.7 The Planning Process

The management planning process for ValhRlakhas includeda number of stepsThe
first step involved the updating and production of a background report which was
completed in Novembe2004. The second step involved a series of consultations with
individuals and organizatiorthat hadexpressed an interest in the park series of
interviews were conducted with a wide array of stakeholders andrvemagement
planning workshops were held in September and Octaf&004.

Adraft managemenplan was therdeveloped based on the results of the workshop;
discussions with knowledgeable persons (both inside and outside of government); and
O2YyaAARSNI GA2Y 2F ONRBIR fFyR dzaS LRfAOASAZ
facility developments within theark.Review of the draftnanagemenplan with the
public and stakeholders took place the following year through open houses and
meetings. After revisions were made to the drafanagemenplan to incorporate this
input, consultation began with the Firdtations.

There was a significant delay in tirenagemenplanning process when the

opportunity became available to acquire one of the high prigpiycels of private land
along the lakeshore of Slocan Lake

Valhalla Park Management Plan 7



2.0 Values and Roles of the Park

2.1 Significance and Roles

Provincial and Regional Context

ValhallaParkfulfills importantecological recreation and cultural role¥alhallaParkis
provincially significant as an area which conserves key natural and cultural gathes
Central Columbia Mountaing&section as well as providing a varied land base for a
diversity of recreational opportunitie®©ther protected areas in relatively close
proximity include Kokanee Glacier, Goat Range, Purcell Wilderness Conservancy,
Syringa, and Granlparks. These arega contribute to the protection of biodiversity in

the region, and in association with the managed forest are integral to conservation of
wildlife populations, plant communities and biodiversiBollectivelythe protected

areas cover just over 11% of thetal land basan the West Kootenay/Boundary area

Beyond supporting the objective of the WKBLUP of conserving regional biodiversity, the
park has been identified in the KootenBpundary Higher Level Plan Order as an
integral component of Grizzly Beawnnectivity in the West Kootenay although its
location beside Slocan Lake can be a limiting fastalhalla Park occupies an important
north-south link in the West Kootenay connectivity network, interconnecting with an
eastwest corridor running througiCaribou Creek and Shann@ragge creeks to the

north, and Bannock Burn Creek and the Little Slocan River to the south. Less direct links

extend well beyond the immediate park boundaries. Hydrologic processes link the
creeks within the park that flow intol&an Lake to the whole Columbia basin.

The park plays a major role in the regional tourism economy, particularly in the Slocan
Valley.lts very name evokes a wilderness image which has wide appeal provincially,
nationally and internationally to those ski@g naturebased recreation or simply
unimpaired natural scenery. Because the park provides a highly visible, dramatic and
untouched backdrop to views over Slocan Lake from the east side, it contributes
significantly to the attraction of the Highway 6 ddior and to the appeal of the east

side communities as bases for the wide range of recreational activities available in the
area.

Significance in the Provincial Protected Areas System

ValhallaParkcontributesto the protected areas systefny encompassing full

elevational range fronthe extensive lowelevation lakeshorep large midelevation

lakes and largely undisturbed low to medevation foreststo mountain peakgall within
the Central Colmnbia Mountains EcosectignAlthough conserv#on is the primary role

of Valhalla Parkhe park also provides a wide range of higlality frontcountry and
backcountry recreational opportunities in sustainable natural and wilderness settings
ranging from watetbased activities along the shores ab&in Lake to rigorous hikes
and mountaineering ascents of the many peaks within the park.
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2.2 Biodiversity and Natural Heritage Values

Large Relatively Intact Ecosystem Representation
The parkncludesa full range of ecosystem types and habitat from riparian corridors
and oldgrowth forest to alpine tundra.

The parkis one of 21 protected areas contributing to representation of the Central
Columbia Mountain§CCM)Ecosection which is well representétB.8%) in the
LINE @AYy OSQa LINE iiTBeQariSiRthelthidSgreatesicéngibu® o the
representation of this ecosection, following Purcell Wilderness Coasey and Goat
Rangeparks.

The CCM Ecosection is one of six located within théhor Columbia Mountains
Ecoregin, a rugged, often iceapped mountain area that rises abruptly from the
Southern Rocky Mountain Trench to the east. This block of mountains intercepts
eastward flowing precipitation, making these the wettest mountainseBC interior.

The park is unique in the ecosection for the following reasons:

1 Among the CCM protected areagalhalla Parkas by far the largest frontage on
a main valley lake, as well as the greatest area of lakes (848 hectares).

1 Representation of ta ICHdw variant is the second largest among the CCM
protected areas, after the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy Park.

1 The park is representative of one of the four distinct elevational sequences of
biogeoclimatic zones in the CCM and is particularly unisuaesggnificant for its
full elevational range from lowevel lakeshore to mountain crest.

1 Itis also significant within the ecosection for the amount of late seral forest
cover it contains, given the degree of disturbance and road development that
has ocarred outside protected areas.

The parkcontains six of the seven landscape elements typical of the Central Columbia
Mountains {.e.,main valley bottoms adjacent to major lakes, main valley bottoms
adjacent to major rivers, main valley face units, setamy valley bottoms, side valley
walls andhigh elevation ridgelines and mountain passes)

It encompasses the following six biogeoclimatic varigmdJ un, ESSFwcl, ESSFwc4,
ESSFwcp4, ICH2wnd ICHdwalhallaParkis second only to Goat RanBarkin
contributing to the representation of the ESSFwcl biogeoclimatic variant in the

LINE A Yy OSQa LINE (TBeOTH&MW2 irtcINdBd faur oait ®fSiK {asidle
landscape elements, while the ESSFwcl and ESSFwc4 have three out of four, and the
ESSFwcp and Accur in all potential landscape elements
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Table 1: Biogeoclimatic Zone Variant Representation

Biogeoclimatic Biogeoclimatic | Area in Valhalla Percent of
Zone Zone Variant Park(ha) Variantin Valhalla
Park

Alpine Tundra AT un 4,691 1.3
EngelmanrSpruce Sub ESSF wcl 4,150 2.5
alpine Fir ESSF wc4 15,900 2.6

ESSFwcp4 9,404 6.0
Interior Cedar Hemlock ICH dw 250 0.1

ICH mw2 15,386 1.8

Vegetation

Valhalla Park is situated within the wet interior forest bé@he park is, for the most

part, a forestedandscape made up of a mosaic of successional timber stands within the
framework of three general biogeoclimatic zon&be lower elevations (401,600

metres) are in thdnterior CedaHemlock ZoneThe mid elevations (@00¢ 2,000

metres) fall within the Engelmann Spru&ubalpine Fifone. The highestlevatiors

(2,000¢ 2,400 netres) area combination of Engelmann Spru@ubalpine Fir Parkland
ZoneandAlpine Tundr&one

The Evans Lake yellow cedar stand is considered the best exah#plellow cedar
stand in the mterior of the provinceandthe occurrence of salal/ponderosa pinén
Cove Creelndthe Engelmann spruce/coastal fern associatiompper Nemo Creeére
recognized as rarénormally not found inrterior plant communities)

Wildlife

ValhallaParksupports a wide range of species, including large and small mammals,
some of which are provincially listed as rare or endangered. The park provides essential
habitat for Hsher(blue-listed species)QizzlyBear (blue-listed species)Mountain
Caribou(red-listed population) Mountain Goat and Wolverine(blue-listed specie$, and

the presence of other species at risksirongly suspected. Deer anlik Bre alsgresent

within the park; however, because of limited foraging habitat and severe winters there
are no substantial populations in the park.

Fish and Aquatic Values

The bluelisted $iortheadSculpin andBull N2 dzi | NB yIF GA @S G2 |0
waters. Other fish speciebkely occurringwithin streams in the park are dintain

Whitefish, RainbowTrout, Simy Sculpin, Torrent Sculpin andBrook Trout (introduced
species)Currently, stream and lake surveys identifying fish abundance and species
diversity within the park are lacking

Since the park contairgx major and four minor creek drainagshkichfeed into Slocan

Lake the parkcontributes significantly téi K S fvater Gu&liy. When Evans,
Beatrice, Cahill and Wee Sandy lakes are included, the park contains larger bodies of

Valhalla Park Management Plan 1C



freshwater than any other protected area in the Central Columbia Mountéiltisough

creek flows are primarily fed by annual rain and snibvg likely that late summer

stream levels are steadily reducing as permanent snowfields and glacies park

such as the New Denver Glacier, continue to recede at noticeable rates owing to climate
change.

2.3 Cultural Heritage Values

Traditional First N@on usefor sustenance, spiritual and cultural purposeighin
ValhallaParkis evident from a number of pictographs and other aeblogical sites
along the wesshore of Slocan Lak&hesefeaturesare regionally important cultural
heritage sitesThe @rk is known to contain nine pictograph sites and six prehistoric
sites One site found high in an alpine basin may indicate that vision quests or hunting
activity also extendedufther into the mountainsThese sites arthought to be
associated primarilyith the Sinixt or LalkePeople, who were resident in the Slocan
Valley from 1000 500 BC until the time of European contact

The logging history of the area before 1920 is also represented in timber extraction
artefactsand other signs of hand, horsadflume logging in the lower Beatrice, Evans,
and Nemoand Wee Sandy valleyiglany areas in the park, particularly some of the
lower creek valleys and Slocan Lake shoreline, retain evidence of edrteatury
activity by loggers, trappers and other pioneéFaese arly 20" centurylogging relics
are regionally important cultural heritage sites

2.4 Recreation Values

The lakeshore of Slocan Lake provides relatively easy boating, canoeing and kayaking
opportunities, as well as access to beaches for hiking and overnight camping. There are

hiking trails into a number of drainages in the park with some accessed via roads that

are either in close proximity to or reach park boundaries. A relatively short dike t

Mulvey Basin is rewarded by dramatic scenery and world class mountaineering peaks

and walls. Established backcountry campsites are situated on lakes in both relatively low
elevation valley bottoms and instbf LAY S | NBF &8d ¢ KS ISlad)] Q&8 &aAE
extensive remote areas offer a wide variety of challenging opportunities for wilderness

travel and mountaineering.

Recreational Use

Thepark is recreationally significant for the range of summer witéss opportunities it
providesincludng: easy lmat access to a 27il@metre natural shorelingeasy, valley
bottom hiking with river and upland lake fishing; floatplane access to a large mountain
lake; subalpine hiking and backpackingnd strenuous alpine hiking, climbing and
mountaineering.

Theheaviest recreational use in the summer months occurs at variousdrssed
beach #es along Slocan Lake (Figuje\While multiday canoe and kayak trips along
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Sharp Creek Beach

the park shoreline are increasing, camping and day use accesgeviey boat
predominates on these sites.

Hiking occurs mostly in the southern half of the park, with day use occurring on Gimli
Ridge and Drinnon Pass, along the Slocan/Evans Creek trail, and up the Evans/Beatrice
creekstrail to CahillLake Backpackingsipopular in the Gwillim/Drinnolakes area,

though more extensive offrail alpine routes are also used to Mulvey Basin and through
the upper basins along the park spine.

Though winter use remains light, the ski touring traverse of the spine of theipark
considered a regional classWinter use of the park for extended ski touring and
mountaineering trips is steadily increasing each year.

Although Valhall@arkcontains several large, miglevation lakes and many smaller
alpine lakes and tarns, natural productivity fishis low owing to short growing

seasons and generally rocky shorelirf@®can Lakalsohas relatively low fishery values
owing to low nutrient levels.The larger upland lakes have been stocked with rainbow
trout and other species and offer moderate sport fishing vallBssatrice, Evans and
Cabhill lakes were stockdrbm 1930- 1938 and Wee Sandy, Wragge and Shanakes
were stocked in the 1B0s. Falls and velocity barriers in their lower reaches limit fishery
capability on most of the creeks, but Evans and Beatieeks supporCutthroat Tout.
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Viewscape

Valhalla Park provides provincially significant pristine lake and mountain panoramas,

based on views of the Valhalla Range from various elevations on the east side of Slocan

Lake. Evans, Beatrice and Wee Sandy lakes are regionally significant in terms of their
NEfFdA@BSte fIFNBS aAl S yR KAIK Yeantie Ay aSii
Nemo Walls are provincially significant mountain scenic features.

Interpretation

¢ KS LagiNdall® and provincially significant archaeological and heritage sites
notably the pictographs and early ®@entury logging remains, have consideimbut
largely unrealized interpretive value.

Access

Paved public road access exists to the Slocan/Evans Creek trailhead and to public boat
launch ramps at Slocan, Silverton and New DerRaddle lbating access is also

available from the WraggBeachnearthe northern boundary of the park

Access to backcountry areas, such as Gimli Ridge and the Drinnon/Gwillim lakes area, is
by forest serviceroads Dependant on industrial activity adjacent to park boundaries,
these roads are subject to variabieaintenance standards.

Floatplane access to Evans Lake can offer an isolated wilderness experience to those
who would otherwise be physically unable to reach such a site.

2.5 Other Park Attributes

Inholdings

There are twrivately ownednholding lots inthe lower Gwillim Creek area that contain
several buildings. Four District Lot inholdings on Slocan Lake together comprise several
kilometres of valuable shoreline. Of these properties, District Lot 7686, the large lot north of
Hoben Creek opposite Silvert, is subdivided into twelve smaller lots, at least five of which
have buildings. District Lot 6521, the large lot north of Nemo Creek, contains one old
homestead and one relatively new residence. District Lot 1253, Block A, is a small lot on the
south sde of Nemo Creek which contains one cabin and adjoins the Nemo Creek Beach
campsite. District Lot 10396, the small lot at Pebble Beach along the SHoeaas Creek trail,
contains one building and results in the park trail taking a wide detour up théalhills

Community Watershed
Gwillm Creek is a major domestic water source for the Village of Slocan (population of 340)
and has five licences for irrigation and domestic uses.

Nemo Creek has two water licences which-gege park establishmentgne for domesic
power generatiorand the other for domestic usehile Mulvey Creek water is licenced to
three users for irrigation and domestic purposes. .

Valhalla Park Management Plan 13
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3.0 Management Direction

3.1Vision

The vison statement is forward lookingnd describes the desired future for Valhalla
Park This vision statement projects into the future to describe what a visitor to Valhalla
Parkwould expect to find at that time and sets the tone for how the park may differ
from what it is todayThe vision provides a conceptual context for defining the
conservation, recreation and cultural roles of the park.

Valhalla Park continues to be managed primarily for the conservation of its
ecological systems and special features, while offering high-quality recreational
opportunities that emphasize, and do not impair,t h e p acodystesn values and
wilderness character.

The priority assigned to ecosystem-based management both within, and adjacent
to, the park has supported well-researched intervention to conserve and restore
natural habitats and connectivity corridors. As a result, the populations of Grizzly
Bear and other species at risk have increased and representative fish, wildlife and
vegetation species diversity and health have been maintained. Management
emphasis on the conservation of wilderness values has both reduced recreational
impacts in sensitive areas and maintained visitor experiences which exemplify
wilderness qualities. New or upgraded park facilities have not negatively impacted
ecological and wilderness values.

Management activities have restored damage from visitor impacts, maintained
trails and campsites to suitable standards, enabled compliance of park
regulations in summer and winter, and supported planning and management for
biodiversity. A combination of public education and effective compliance
activities have ensured that recreational visitors and residents of adjacent

communities appreciate, respect and protefct the ¢
values. Careful planning and cooperative management of access with other
agencies, industry and the public have rjeinfor ce

and increased the viability of its core habitats for species at risk. Modes of access
to the park are in keeping with wilderness preservation and experiences.

Greater understanding of First Nationséinterests and greater sensitivity to their
cultural and spiritual ties to the landscape have formed a holistic vision for
management of the park.
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3.2Management Issues, Objectives, and Strategies

This management plan addresses a number of issues identified through previous land
use planning processes and through consultation wttier government agencies, First
Nations, user groups, and the publMore detailed smmaries andof keyissues can be
found in Appendies3, 4 and 5.

Ecosystem-Based Management

There are large gaps in the information and understanding of the ecosystems in the
park. Over the last several decades much of the management effort has been directed
to recreational values and enhancemeAn increased focus in ecosystdrased
manageds needed in order to develop a strategy for ecosystem management.
Information and knowledge gaps need to be filled and concise management practices
developed.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
Toconserveunimpaired 1 Develop and apply an ecosystenanagement strategshat
representative ecosystems, includesthe major ecosystem components of vegetation, fish an
ecologicalalues and wildlife and natural processes suah fire, insects, diseases
natural ecologal processes pollination ard evolution
within the park. 1 Limit habitat fragmentation when considering facilities or uses t¢

avoid cumulative impacti® the park
Tosupport wildlife 1 Ensure habitat for grizzly bear, mountain goat and wolverine in
connectivity withinand park is managed to support connectivity over the working
outside the parko maintain flyRaOILIS FyR 0SigSSy san&ldis
the integrity of sensitive management areaandwork ccoperatively with other
ecological values in suppori government agencies and land managersuti@portconnectivity
of the park. outsidethe park

1  Work with theappropriate government agenci¢s supportthe
KootenayBoundary Land Use Plan Implementati®inategy
ConservatiorObjectives and Strategies and tresource
managementzone objectives of théigherlevelplan order.

9 Provide input through provincial review processes for proposed
major developmentsutside the parki K & Y & A Y LJ
ecosystem vales

1 Monitor and provide input into forest development and mineral
exploration projects, and commercial recreation proposals.

To increase knowledge of | § Increase information and understanding of ecosystem values ai

ecological values and processes in partnership with other agengigsisdictionsand
processes within the park b academiahrough the sharing of inventory and research.
encouraging and conductin{ Conduct habitat inventory and devel@pspecies list for the park,
research to spport future preferably in coordination with similar efforts for the surrounding
management decisions. area. Place priority on those areas with present or projected

recreational uses and on those areas such as the bedrock mea
above Slocan Lake which havesies at risk or unusual species
diversity.

1 Field checlexistingpredictive ecosystemmapping, specific to
priority areas and projects, preferably in cooperation with simila
efforts for the surroundingarea of cooperatioa

Valhalla Park Management Plan 16



Objectives ManagementStrategies

To conserve representative| 1 Complete an overview assessment of shoreline ecosystems,

and sensitive shoreline species, habitats, and features to identisiority areas for

habitats. conservation.

1 Modify zoning/recreational use patterns to restore and/or
maintain the representative ahsensitive shoreline are¢See
Overnight UseandBoating.

To build and maintain the | § Coordinate the development of outreach and educational

necessary public support fo resources with other agencies and private groups to enhance th

ecological conservation overall effectiveness of activities that support ecosysfemction.
within the park.

Vegetation

Management of vegetation is an integral part of the mlbecosystem management
strategy for Valhall®ark Vegetation communities are often the key defining
characteristic of the component parts of an ecosystétow these communities are
managed can have a profound effect on the overall success of adoptiagosystem
approach to park managemertsome of the fundamental issues that must be addressed
in the management off K S hg&tdti€d Zommunities ardorest health (isects and
diseases), the roland management of fire, interagency planning axeperation, and
GKS tF01 2F RSUOUFATSR AYyF2NXIGAZ2Y 2y (GKS

An underlying issue is the impact of climate change which is difficult to predict for
specific areas, particularly those with complex topogragbgreral trends can be
identified: mountain biogeoclimatizones will shift upward; insects and diseases will
expand when not limited by col&  NRg22Ra | YR a&a2dzi KSNI &¢
ranges while more colddapted conifers will lose habitand species along elevation
bands in mountainous terrain will tend to lose habitat and decrease in numbbes

timing of these changes, their specific application to Valtgdl and their implications

for management, require research and modeling.

Objectives ManagementStrateges
¢2 YIylI3S GK|q Aspartofthe ecosystem managemestategy develop
vegetation communities to vegetation managementmategiesthat will maintain or restore
SyadaNB (KL natural disturbance regimes (insects, disease and fire) whereve
natural biodiversityis possible, while considering:
maintainedand/or - the ecological role of the park in the greater ecosystem in wh
restored. it is embedded (e.gif older age class vegetation is uneler

represented in lands outside parks in the ecosection, the
vegetation management objectives of the park should be to
protect a higher percentage of clage vegetatior)

- conservation of vegetation communities and rare species,(e.
yellow cedar and coastal s§la

- the habitat needs of wildlife;

- the recreational and visual values of thark;
- public health and safetyand

- adjacent forest resources.

Valhalla Park Management Plan 17
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Objectives

ManagementStrateges

Ensure public reviewanil KS 02 YLJX SGA2y 27
assessment for

proposals for significant tree removait other measures to
address fire, insect or disease disturbances (in keeping with
BC Parks tree removal policgjpd

activities that might damage park values or ecosystems.

To complete the planning
and coordination necessary
to allow the natural
progression of lightning
initiated fires in prescribed
conditions and locations in
the park.

il

1

Develop afire managemeniplan for the park which takes a
proactive approach to firemanagement Thismanagement plan
should prescribe where and under what conalits lightning
initiated fires can be used in the maintenance of natural ecosys
diversity.

Identify the most important recreational and scenic areas in the
park and protect them from fire.

Work cooperatively with communities and privateoperty
ownersadjacent to the jark to ensure that fire safe practices are
followed in the immediate vicinity of structures and community
AYTFNF AGNUzOGdzZNB A GKAY 2NJ ySt
Encourage permitting agencies to require that any proposed
developments adjacertb the park assess fire hazards and risks
fAIKG 2F GKS LI NI Qa 202S0GA0D
Work with appropriate agencies to set thresholds for the
atmospheric conditions, the cumulative smoke level in the Sloc
Valley from all sourcegnd the duration of smoke emissions fron
fires, and suppress fires in the park if these thresholds are
exceeded.

Use ecologically friendly
methods of vegetation
management and
firefighting.

il

Keep upto-date wildfire response directions dhe Ministry of
9YPBANRYYSYyiGQa 2 Af RTAaNSshaveS & L2
management plan with wildfire responders to asisprotecting
park values.

Allow burned areas to recover naturally to reduce erosion and
protect the soil. To protect biological diversity, ledauened wood
on the ground to decompose whereveosgsible

To improve knowledge of
the park's vegetation
communities, with
emphasis on protection of
rare, endangered and
vulnerable native plant
communities and species.

f

il

Encourage lowmpact scientific studis of vegetation.

Complete a comprehensive vegetation inventory to locate,
identify, and map plant communities, rare species and threaten
plant communities in areas that could potentially be impacted b
recreation, particularly Slocan Lake shorelinessdad those areas
accessed from Hodemd Bannockburnreeks.
Usebackcountryrecreationimpactmonitoring (BRIN on sensitive
vegetation communities. Develop appropriate visitor managemg
strategies to ensure these sensitive vegetation communities ar¢
protected.

Intervene where necessary if natural processes threaten rare,
endangeredor vulnerable native plant communities and species
In supportof the prohibition onplant gatheringor commercial
purposesn parks, educate the public about the valuds o
YEAYOGFEAYAYy3 GKS AyiSaNrae 27
vegetation communities.

Valhalla Park Management Plan 18



Objectives ManagementStrateges

To prevent the 1 In cooperation with adjoining land management assess, monito
establishment of nomative and control noxious and other invasive weed armh-native plant
plant species. species using the most effective lempact biological or

mechanical method available.

Fish and Wildlife

One of the greatest challenges in the future management of ValRaltkwill be to
sustain essential wildlife habitat and maintaiio@iversity in the midst o& rapidly
changing climate in conjunction wittontinuing industrial activity and increasing
commercial and public recreational use on surrounding lands. The park, along with
other large wilderness protected areas such as Kogdalkacier, Goat Range and Purcell
Wilderness Conservanggarks, providemportant habitat and createritical linkages for
wildlife movement in the West Kootenay.

There is a lack of research in the park with respect to the cumulative effects of
recreationuse and facility development on rare and endangered spearesalso a
shortage of inventories and baseline data on wildlife. The dynamics of wildlife
movement in and out ofthe park complicates an already limited knowledge of the
species diversity in faallaPark These knowledge gaps dictate the need for enhanced
sharing and cerdination of management among a number of agencies and interests.
Some agreements already in place between government agencies are helping co
ordinate the management of wildéf including sharing information and assisting with
inventory collection.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To maintairthe natural 1 Identify high priority habitats necessary for the continuing healt
diversity of wildlife species of wildlife populations and manage accordingly
and habitatswithin and 1 Develop a coordinated lorgerm approach to wildlife
adjacent to the park, with managementvith other government agencieandwith First
priority given to rare, Nations,emphasizing species at risk, including:
endangered othreatened - maintaininghabitat

species. .
- conservation and use;

- management of biodiversity;
- accessand,

- connectivity and range management.
To presenbpportunities 1 In accordance with the BC Parks BBaople Conflict Prevention

for wildlife viewing and Plan, develop and implement operations procedures to minimiz
study, as well aspther potential bear/human conflicts in areas of known bear
appropriaterecreational concentration through public information, outreach, loat of
uses. trails, campsites and facilities, garbage management, area

closures, and removal of problem bears if appropriate.

1 Wildlife valuesmanagemenwill havea priority over recreational
activities.

1 Where appropriate, provide opportunities for wildlifeewing,
studying and appreciation.
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Objectives ManagementStrategies

To maintain healthy 1 Acquire traplines in the park as funds are available, and/or by
populations of the present mutual agreement betweethe trapperand government

range of species in

numbers consistent with SeealsoHuntingsection

natural population cycles.

To enhance the knowledge 1 Develop a wildlife inventory with priority on red and bilisted

and understanding of the species. Update the existingizzlyBearinventory and habitat
LI NJ] Q& 6Af RS assessment.
their habitats 1 Encourage research aimed at better understanding the cumula

effects of recreabnal use (e.ghiker traffic) on species such as
Mountain Goats, V@lverineand GrizzlyBears.

1 Encourage the assistance of volunteers atitkers to collect
wildlife data (e.g.bird watching clubs, anglers, pilots and tour
operators, etc.)

To establish or maintain 1 Maintain/restore natural fish habitat and conserve all natural fis

fisheries at levels offering populations.

quality recreation, subject | 1 Develop and implement a fish inventory and management strat

to the capability of the to address needs inside the park and along the Slocan Lake
lakes and creeks and the shoreline.

protection of origiral f Identify and recommend measures to manage the quality of
species. fishing in stocked lakes (Drinnon, Evans, Beatrice, Cabhill, Little

Cahill (Emerald), Wee Sandy).
1 Implement a creel census of Evans, Beatrice and Cahill lakes t
ascertain the current character anealth of the fishery.

Water

Given that the greatest concentration of backcountry recreational use occurs in the
headwaters of this drainage, protection of Gwillim Creek water quality is of primary
importance. Owing to campsite locations and to the uséyebut effluent barrels in
outhouses, recreational impacts appear to have minimal effect on water quality issues
although b date, no water quality or monitoring studies have been undertaken in the
park.

Objectives Management Strategies

To maintain the natural 1 Ensure that recreational activities have minimal impact on erosi

gualities of water resources of surfacematerials and do not compromise water quality.

in ValhallaParkfor their 1 Ensure that sanitary facilities and recreational development and

habitat values, their use in all park watersheds meet public health standards,

benefits to park users and particularly in Mulvey, Nemo and Gwillim creeks.

use for domestic water f Investigateall private waterworks ithe parkand issue park use

supplies outside the park. permits for those that have tenures predating pa$tablishment.

91 Establish longerm monitoring of water quality in the upper

reaches of Gwillim Creek to detect any adverse effects from
recreational use in the headwaters aredindertake remedial work
if required.

Valhalla Park Management Plan 20



Cultural Heritage

Although all of the pictographs within the park have legal protection undeH#etage
Conservation A¢some have been vandalized with graffiti and wanton destructitre
park also has mamgrchaeological sites where First Nations activity occuride
archaeological features of the park are significant for the information they provide
about First NationQulture in the Slocan Valley, but the more accessible sites such as
shoreline pictogrphs are at riskStrategies are required to ensure that these important
cultural heritage valueare protected and managed

There are locally significantatces of early 2B century logging and homesteading but
theseare fading away, with little attentio being paid to their interpretive appeal.
Better documentation and presentation of these heritage values could both increase
public appreciation of the park and enhance visitation.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To identify and protect 1 Conductarchaeologicaimpactassessments and apply
significant cultural values management measures (i,dauffering, avoidance, access controls
within ValhallaPark signs, mitigation, and restoration) where appropriate

9 Protectin situimportant heritage features and traditional First
Nations use sites located within the paBuch sites will not be
identified on any public park literature in order to protect them
from damage, but the fact that they are protected by penalties
under the HeritageConservatiorctunder should be publicized tq
deter vandalism.

I Adhering to research standardsrotocolsand permitconditions
LINEGSOG GKS LI NJ Qa Odzt (dzNJ f
interference or unacceptable natural decay by applyimg t
appropriate level of management intervention.

To work with First Nations | § Conduct research with First Nations to increase the knowledge

and other government understanding of pre and posintact history of the area.
agencies in the 91 In consultation with First Nations, develop educational and
management and outreachY I G4 SNAX I £ 2 y-coftdctand cdirréniculuial LJ
protection of First Nation values.

archaeological sites.
To interpret theremnants 1 Encouragealetailed research and interviews to document resour

of logging and other early extraction and homesteading actigsthat occurredprior to park
20" century activity within establishment.
the park. 1 Encourage cooperative development of signage, brochures or

other information tointerpret the history of resource extraction
and homesteading to park visitors.
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Viewscapes

The visual values of ValhaRarkare provincially significant. Slocan Lakelf is a major
visual feature which creates a sense of distance or isolation between the relatively close
east and west shores. The forested slopes above the western shoreline of Slocan Lake
have low to moderate recreational capability. However, thelepes lie in front of a

very scenic background of rugged mountain peaks and have a high aesthetic value
because they are immediately visible from the eastern side of Slocan Lake by travelers
on Highway 6, as well as from the various villages and comresti the east side of
Slocan Lake. These apparently undisturbed front slopes are the basis of the Slocan
Valley's image as an area of outstanding natural beauty. They constitute the park's most
significant visual resourc&nown as the Silvery Slocan @rRoute, here are no

comparable viewscapes from a major highway anywhere in the southern part of the
province.

The park has developed a high profile as a symbol of the natural beauty and wilderness
character of the Slocan Lake afeBecause of its hig¥isibility from the Slocan Lake
communities and east side viewpoints, it provides an inspirational backdrop to other
recreational activities taking place on the east side of the lake and is vicariously
appreciated by many tourists who may never actuadiyfeot in it. Though difficult to
calculate, the economic and tourism benefits of this vicarious appreciation are
undoubtedly significant and are achieved without any impact on the park itself.

Developed trails pavway up key drainages offer opportunisidor day hikers and
backpackers to see the turbulent streams, to reach the scenic alpine areas, and to
glimpseMountain Goatsaand other wildlife At higher elevations, glaciers have created a
rugged alpine area of cirque basins, hdike peaks and expainve cliff faces. Numerous
lakes and tarns, alpine vegetation and stark granitic rock contribute to spectacular
foreground views, while the Valhalla Range and the flanking Monashee and Purcell
ranges offer longange vistas of a sea of mountains.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To protect and maintain I Continueto input into other resource agency plans for acfiedt
visual resources that are outside of but visible fronthe park, particularly for the west side
key to Valhall&arks of Slocan Lake north of Wee Sandy Creek.
appeal. 1 Encourage theelevant government agen@nd forest licensees tq

help ensure, through théorestdevelopmentplanreviewprocess,
that areas outside the park boundary arenaged to protect
viewscapes.

1 Work with theappropriate governmenagencies to protect the
visual integrity of the park from impacts of adjacent uses.

9 Through fire management planning, identifye most important
recreational and scenic areas in the parkdarotect them from
fire. (See als&¥egetationsection)

1 Establish a relationship with private landowners on the west sio

“For example, theo®2 2 NJ Of 2 G KAY 3 tAYS a+xltKEFEEftF tdNBé 620K
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Objectives ManagementStrategies
of Slocan Lake which will encourage them to support park visu
objectives by avoiding any development activities such as-clga
logging or obtrusive building which wouldpactthe appealing
natural quality of the west side.

1 Work with theappropriate government agen@nd local
communities tasupportthe development of Highway 6 as a sceni
route with information on the park providkat rest stops,
viewpoints and boat access sites.

To design and situate park| 1 Identify areas of the park visible from points outside the park ar

facilities in a manner that ensure that provisions are made foraintaining their visual
preserves the visual appeal when considering such matters as shoreline developme
integrity of the park. trails, wildlife habitat management and fire management.

1 Ensure that trails, bridges, signs and other structures in the par
are visually harmonious with their settiag

Access

The opportunity for a wilderness experience largely depends on how access is managed.
Access management helps define the type, impact, distribution, and amount of use. It
can affect the spread of invasive species and the movement of organtssalso

important to maintaining the wilderness qualities of the park. Detailed discussion on
access issues can be found in Appendix 4.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To work with appropriate | § Coordinate with theelevant government agenciesith respect to
agencies to ensure road the management of roads, trails, and trailheads on Crown landg
accesses to key trailheads that provide access to the park.
remain open. 1 Place emphasis on maintaining the Bannock Burn Road and Hq

Creek Road to a higgtandard to allow easy and safe access for

park visitors to Gimli Ridge and Drinnon Pass.

To ensure public accessto| § Maintain all existing trailheads that are currently accessible by

key areas of ValhalRark road and boat.

emphasizing hiking asthe | § Investigate the possible development of one access point on th

prevailing access mode in LI N] Qa ¢6SaGSNYy o62dzyRFNEB (KL
order to maintain the opportunities in this area. Primagreas for study: Gwillim Basin
natural and wilderness via Woden CreelgndWee Sandy via Niord Col from Snowslide
qualities ofthe park. Creek Suggested criteria include:

-  maintainwildlife and wilderness values;

- maintain a minimum 2 3 hours hiking time to the destination
area within the park(Note that this could require blocking
abandoned logging spur roads or constructing a trail parallel
road. Also note that park funds are not available to fund trails
outside park boundaries.)

- ensure that any new trail could not be used for mechanized
acacess (mountain b motorcycle, ATV, snowmobile); and

- avoid opening remote areas such as Avis Lakes, Upper Dem
Lakes and upper Nemo Valley.
9 Prohibit all forms of motorized access into the park except for
management purposes and as provided for in this managemen
plan.
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Objectives ManagementStrategies

1  Work with theappropriate government agenayith respect to
Wragge Beach Recreation Site in recognition that the site is a
staging area for canoeists/kayakers entering the park from the
north end of Slocan Lake.

1 Continue to use air access for management and emergency
operations in a way that will minimize impacts on wildlife and
wilderness recreation values.

To minimize use dircraft |  SeealsoMechanized Usesection

as a means of accessing

park recreational

opportunities

To provide important visitor| § Install, maintain and keep current trailnead and access point

information at all access signage and kiosks to ensure park visitors are provided with
and departure points into important park messages prior to their departure and entry into
the park. the park.

Boating

adzOK 2F GKS LINQIQa {20y [1S aK2NBftAyS A
probably constitute the largestingle category of park uses 2 NBA Y T2 NOS G KS
image and role as a natural refuge and wilderness-mamorized and low noise boating

uses will be encouraged and users of personal watercraft will be urged to operate well

away from the shoreline.hbugh the park includes a 100etne wide foreshore strip

along Slocan Lake, tliederal government hagirisdiction over boating use and will

only regulate the use of watercraft for reasons of public safety or environmental impact
However, provincial parkhanagers do have the authority to limit inconsiderate noise in

and around public use areas within park boundaries.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To encourage arange of | I Encourage boat access across Slocan Lake to the park by prov
boating activities facilities and information programs appropriate tofdifent types
emphasizing appreciation o of watercraft as identified throughse patternsuser surveyand
the natural settings of the through any cooperative plannirfgr boatingon Slocan Lake,
different environments of | §  Establish and maintain facilities and information programs to
the park. supply "recreational opportunity packages" for wategised

touring activities along Slocan Lake, including camping, picnicki
day hiking, fishing, swimming and cultural and natural feature
appreciation.

1 Encourage private sector initiatives to provide water
transportation, boat rentaland boatstorage and marina facilities
from locations on Slocan Lake outside the park to make west sh
park sites more publicly accessible.

1 Work toward designation of certain beach sites for fantorized
users and closure of some sites to use of amplified addiaces
(i.e, radios and tape and CD players using loudspeakers rather
headphones).

1 Work with local communities and outside agencies (governmen
and nongovernmental) on options for encouraging norotorized
boat access taesignated sitesalongthe west shore of Slocan
Lake
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Objectives ManagementStrategies
9 In consideration of the natural and wilderness qualities of the pg
work with the federalgovernment toput an electric motors only
restriction on the upland lakes in the park.
Hunting

Hunting activity in ValhallRarkremains very limited owing to access difficulties. The
management plan permits hunting in the accessible areas of the park under Nature

Recreation and Wilderness Recreation zoning.

Objectives

Management Strategies

To provide sustainable
wildernesshunting
opportunities

Continue to allow hunting in the Nature Recreation and
Wilderness Recreation zones of the park (100% of the park).
Assess, monitor, and regulate huntingnsistent with the hunting
regulatiors under theWildlife Act(e.g., continughe existing
closure on hunting of Mountain Caribou and Grizzly Bear in the
area).

Mountaineering

¢KS RNIYFGAO

LISF1&a 2F GKS ad#Z @9Se

climbers to establish base camps for mudléiy climbing trips in that area, but improved
access to Gimli Ridge has increased the feasibility cidaylimbs. The southern part of
the North/SouthWilderness Recreation Zone is likely to see increased
mountaineering/backpacking activity and may require improved route and campsite

definition.

Objectives

Management Strategies

To provide a range of
mountaineering
opportunities ranging from
day tripsto extended
expeditions.

Maintaindaydzd S G N} At | OO0S&aa @Al D
outstanding climbing area, the Mulvey Group.
alAyaGrAy GNIXAE | O0Saa
climbing area via Gwillim Lakes.

Identify and retain som@mportant climbing areas in the park in
the Core Wilderness Recreation Zone in order to protect option
for wilderness mountaineering expeditions.

2 GKS
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mountaineers to ValhallRark Removal of the deteriorated Mulvey Basin Hut has required
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Fishing

Fishing contributes to the destination attraction of the lakes in the Evans and Beatrice

g1 i SNAKSR&AXZ YR (GKS&S &dz2SNbhfé& NBY2GS yI {dzNY
reputation for offering outstanding wilderness experienddswever, much of the sport

fishery in Valhall&arkis based on introduced fish stocks, which may be impacting

native speciesA balance must be struck between the conservation objective of

maintaining representative native fish stocks, particularly any species at risk, and

continuing to offer weHestablished and popular sport fishing opportunities

Considerably morenformation on the park fisheries is required to assist in appropriate
management.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To establish or maintain | § See strategies listed fdtishand Wildlifesection
fisheries at levels offering
quality recreation, subject
to the capability of the
lakes and creeks and the
protection of original

species.

To facilitate fishing 1 Maintain trails and shoreline facilities on Slodaake to serve
opportunities compatible angling activities offshore (Slocan to Evans Creek, Sharp Cree
with particular zones by Wee Sandy Cregk

providing a variety of 1 Maintain trails for relatively accessible hikelake fishing
appropriate accesses. opportunities at Drinnon Lake and Little Cahill (Emerald) Lake

I Maintain trails for relativelaccessible hike river fishing
opportunities along Beatrice Creek, Lower Nemo Creek and Wg¢
Sandy Creek

I Maintain trails for access to backcountry lake and river fishing
opportunities in Wee Sandy, Lower NepReatrice and Cabhill
drainages.

1 Where habita capability permits, offer remote, wilderness lake
and river fishing opportunities itrailless areas such as Upper
Nemo, Evans Creek, Hird Lakes and west end of Beatrice Lake

1 Offer floatplane accessed flg backcountry lake fishing
opportunities at Evas Lake

I Authorize horse use in lower Gwillim Creek as an alternate meg
of accessing river fishing opportunities (s#soHorseUsesection)
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Hiking

Since 1989, most of the trails in the longer drainages of the park (Mulvey, Gwillim,
Evans, Nemo, Wee Sandy) have been allowed to deteriorate, as they all transect
important GrizzlyBear habitat and it was never intended that use would be promoted
into those areasMost use occurs on the Sloc&ivans Creek shoreline trail, the
connecting trail to Beatrice Lake, the Hoder Creek to Gwillim Lakes trail, and the Gimli
Ridge trail, built following the 1999 addition of the ridge to the p&k comparison

with Kckanee Glacier Park, which currently sees around 18,000 visitors annually,
Valhalla may have averaged only 4,400 annually since. M\®h of the boat accessed
use involves only day hikes into the lower sections of the drainages, and only the
Drinnon/Gwillm trails see relatively heavy backpacking use in addition to day hiking
Dogs must remain leashed and are restricted to the lakeshore sites and the -Hoaas
Creek trail within the park because of the greater potential for undesirable impacts on
wildlife in other area$

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To offer and maintain a 1 Provide relatively easy day hiking opportunities originating from
range of hiking trailheads immediately owide thepark {.e., SlocarEvans, Hoder
opportunities appropriate Drinnon)andfrom boat access only siteisg(,, LowerNemo, Sharp
to the different and Wee Sandgreeks)

environments of the park | 1 Provide extended backcountry trail hiking opportunities through
the various environments of the parkaw elevation(Slocan
Evans); migange (Wee Sandy, Sharp, Ev@esatrice); and high
elevation (Gwillim Lakes, Gimli Ridge).

1 With consideration for safety and minimal effects on vegetation
and wildlife, research and identify recommended routes for
backpacking and mounitaeering access to key staging areas in
Wilderness Recreation Zone (e.g., Valhalla Lake, Coven Lakes
Lakes, Demers Lake, Avis Lake).

1 Retain theCoreWildernessRecreatiorZone (e.g.mid & upper
Nemo Creekportions ofEvansand Beatricereekg without
developed trails or factles to offerwilderness travel and to
ensure minimal human interference with sensitive resources.

1 In alpine areaswhere appropriateuse cairamarked routes
instead of built trailsIin fragile vegetation or soil areasybut,
construct and maintain trails adequately to prevemvironmental
deterioration.

1 Continue to allow dogs within the park only when leashed and
the Slocan lakeshore sites or along the shoreline trail between
Slocan and Evans Creek.

To assess anaonitor the | § Close, relocate or improve trails as required if bear and visitor

impact of backcountry safety problems arise.
visitors on natural and f  Monitor trail use through a system of trail counters and &M
cultural values. to assess problem areas

% In addition tochasing wildlife, dogs can provoke bear confrontation and lead pursuing bears directly
back to their masters. Dog fecal matter carries bacteria that are poténfetal to wildlife and can cause
illness in humans if they contaminate the water supply.
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Horse Use

Light but regular horse use has occurred on the old roadbed in the Gwillim Creek
drainage without apparent impacts since the park was establishied Slocan City
water supply is now treated and closely monitored, and is therefore higfiiiely to be
affected by continued light and responsible horse.use

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To provide for horse use in| §  Subjectto monitoring to confirm thaiGrizzly Bearand water
consideration of terrain, quality are not being adversely affected, continue to allow hors¢
trail conditions,water use on established trails in the lower half of the Gwillim Creek
quality, general drainage.
environmental qualityand | §  Provide no new permanent facilities for horse use actisitiethe
other recreationists. park beyond any trail upgrading necessary to protect the

environment.

Winter Recreation

Overal] winter use of the park remains lighthe north/southski touring traversés one

of the preferred activitiesObservers report that snowmobiles have frequently operated

illegally in some parts of the park, notably the Drinnon/Gwillikesarea As

snowmobile and helicopter activity increases on surrounding lands, the wilderness

appeal of the park is likely draw more ski touring use, particularly for meudtay trips

C2NJ NBlaz2ya 2F | O0SaaAiroArftAaide FYyR adlyRINRAZ
snowshoeing or crossountry skiing, but some potential may exist for encouraging

these activities on histic wagon routes in the southern drainages of the park.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To offer a range of nen 1 Continuethe prohibition on the use of snowmobiles in Valhalla
mechanized winter Park encourage compliance by snowmobilers

recreation opportunities in Prohibithelicopter skiinglrop-off and pickup in the park.

the different environments Encourage alpine ski touriramly in safe andappropriate

of the park. backcountry terrain.

1 Continue liaisowith the Canadian Avalanche Association with
respect to providing up to date avalanche bulletins and educatiq

1 Investigate opportunities for crossountry skiing, snowshoeing
and winter camping, particularly in the southern drainages of th
park.

= =
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Overnight Use

The objectives and strategies for overnight use in a large park determine the range of
facilities required to reflect the needs of a diverse public. Thess#ffcient

mountaineer may need nothing, whereas individuals and rgdtierationafamilies

may have a diversity of needs from primitive campsites to roofed accommodation. It is
not necessary to accommodate all of these needs within any individual park, as long as
they are keing met across the landscapad appropriately in the park sysh as a

whole.

The 1989 ValhallRarkMasterPlan provided the opportunity for a very wide range of
both camping and roofed accommodations facilities including commercial opportunities
(see Appendix 2). In the absence of any demand or use pressures benahthe

planned basic lakeshore and backcountry individual and group campgrounds were not
developed and the envisaged diversity of roofed accommodation was also never
realized. Although one lakeshore and one backcountry public shelter werermitew
public cabins were built, no commercial camps or lodges were developed and some
existing cabins deterioratedrloatplane access continued to Evans Lake, though the
condition of the basic cabin there deteriorated so as to offer only marginal
accommodation

There has been a significant increase in commercial overnight facilities outside the park
including four commercial lodges built relatively near gagk withone in IceCreek
borderingthe park. Overnight accommodations are also available from nunserou

hotels, lodges and bed and breakfast establishments in the nearby communities. The
close proximity to the park is often referenced by these establishments to attract
visitors. Visitors can use water taxi and other conveyances to access the park from
community-based accommodation.

While the diversity of accommodation originally envisioned for the park has not
materializel, accommodatioaserving the parlare being provided through a variety of
means supporhgthe economy of local communities. This ecamo support through
tourism was one of the original purposes for creating Vallfediekand it appears to be
occurring. Under these circumstances additional roofed accommodation in the park is
not necessaryThe high demand for camping and the increasedgsstion along the
shoreline of Slocan Lakkowever requires consideration of improvements.

Objectives ManagementStrategies

To provide a diversity of | § Maintain existing designated formal campsites complete with

ecologically sustainable hardened sites, toilet facilities, bear jgs, and designated cookin

overnight facilities areas at the following locations:

supporting & variety of boal . on the lakeshore of Slocan Lake at South Evans Creek Beag

and hiking accessed Ben Bowns (Spring) Beach, Indian Creek Beach, Cove Cree

backcountry opportunities. .S OKE /2NBQa wlyOK ol 2YSai
Sandy Point Beach, Sharp Creek Beach and Wee Sandy Be
and,
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Objectives

ManagementStrategies

in the backcountry at Drinnon Lake, Wicca Lake, Gwillim Lak

Emerald Lake, Cahilake West and Evans Lake.
Investigate and, as necessary, formalize and designate campsi
at the currently random camping sites on the Slocan lakeshore
b2NIK 2SS {FyRe& /NBS{Z b2NIK
South Cove Creek, South Ben Brov8wyth Ben Browns (nen
power boats), Evans Point Nordéimd Evans Creek North (group
site).
Monitor the need for primitive backcountry campsites at Mulvey,
Basin, Coven Lakes, Upper Demers Lakes, Avis Lakes, Wee S
Lake West and South and New Denver @taand, if necessary fo
environmental protection or public safety, define or develop
facilities within zone guidelines.
Review the need for a backcountry group use site at Gwillim Lg
and develop if appropriate.
Consiler wateraccessed group use @ampground design at Wee
{(FyR& .S8FOK: 12Y8ad8FR .81 OK
Beach.
Assess the need, feasibility and impact for higher capacity
campsite facilities on the Slocan lakeshore or in the backcounti
appropriate within zone guidelines
Maintain, repair or replacéike for likg the existing basic public
cabins at Cove Creek and Evans Lake and the shelters at Iron
and Evans Creek.
Limit roofedaccommodation$o whatis specifiedn these
strategieswith no additional roofedacconmodations®
constructedduring the term of this management plan.
Encourage visitors to use accommodatioagy( hotels motels,
resorts, lodges, bed and breakfasts, campgrounds) in adjacent
communities and provide park outreach material to $ee
facilities.

To assess and monitor the
impact of backcountry
GAaAAG2NRBR 2V
natural and cultural values.,

Educate visitors about minimum impact camping (backcountry
wilderness ethics) at all sites in the park to avoid site degradati
and minimizehumanbear conflicts.

Continue education andomplianceof regulations pertaining to
dy2 R23&¢ FyR ay2 OF YLIFANBAE
Use appropriate assessment tools such as BRIM to ensure tha
existing backcountry campsites and overnight roofed
accommodations are notad® St & AYLI OGAy 3
and cultural values.

If negative impacts are detected, mitigate them by visitor
management technigues such as quotas, camping at designate
sites only, site expansion and hardening, closures, seasonal ar
area restrictiors, etc.

*Note, roof accommodation is prohibited in DL 8283 in perpetuity as a condition of purchase

Valhalla Park Management Plan 30



Mechanized Uses

l f 6 K2dZAK a2YS YSOKIYyAT SR FOGABAGASEST &adzOK | 3
mountain bikesare accommodated in some provincial parks in British Columbia, these

activities are generally not compatible with the wildernessuna and land use intent of

many protected areas including Valhafark

Mountain biking does not occur in the par®onsidering that access to most of the park
is byboat, the potential for mountain biking is lowVhile there are a few trails in the
alping they aremuchtoo shortfor mountain bikingless than 2 km) ancbuld create a
conflictwith climbers and hikers used.

Though aircraft access permitted to Avis Lake, Demers Lake and Evans Lake, floatplane
access is practical only to Evaraké. Floatplane access to Evans Lake has been a
longstanding use and its continuation was approved in the 1989 master plan because it
was recognized that its spectacular mountain setting provides a unique opportunity in
the southerninterior of the provihce However, it appears that at least some of the

parties accessing the lake by air have not been respecting the wilderness character of
the area and have constructed rustic campsit@@maged the cabiand left

considerable litterManagement actions taddress these issues are required.

Although the 1989 master plan provided for commercial helicopter access to specific

FNBlFa 609@Fya [F1SZ ! LIISNIS5SYSNAR [F1SZ ! 9Aa |
Sandy Lake, New Denver Glacier and Mulvey Basimtemnvanly), the use of helicopters

for accessing the park has been far less than anticipated.

The supply of heliking, heliskiing and helicopteaccessed commercial lodge
opportunities within the Central Columbia Mountains has increased significandg s
1989.The factthat winter heli-access opportunities are offered in nearby Kokanee
GlacierPark and extensive heBkiing occurs in Goat RanBarkincreases the value of
ValhallaParkas a protected wilderness area with minimal aircraft activity.

Lowering previously authorized levels of aircraft activity is fully consistent with the
LI- NJ Q& S téddrseérvation ot natural values and systesnsl recreational
dza Sa GKAOK F20dza 2y | LIINBOAFGAZ2Y 2F GKS LI NJ

®Under Schedule A subject to Section 27 (2) ofRaek, Conservan@nd Recreation Area Regulati@BC
wS3 HNHKHAANYE &P HDPOI FANONFITFOG FNBE LISN¥YAGGSR G2 I yR
regulation has some technical and practical problems. There are two Avis Lakes, not one, and both are
very small alpingarns in a rocky cirque in which any floatplane landing or takeoff would be impossible.
¢CKSNBE IINB F2dzNJ f+-1S8Sa Ay (GKS 5SYSNE [I1Sa OKIAYy>X (Kz2d
None of these lakes is much longer than 400 m, making floatplacesasimilarly problematic. In
practice, the only known floatplane use occurs at Evans Lake, where it is supported by the plan.
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Objectives ManagementStrategies
To deemphasize mechanize| § Prohibitmechanized conveyances, including ATVs, ORVs,

uses in the park in favour of motorcycles and snowmobiles from Valhdfark
non-mechanized uses more | §  Prohibit mountain bicycle riding in the patt avoid potential
compatible with natural and conflict with other users

wilderness experiences. f Work with the general public and the BC Snowmobile

Association to immve compliance in directing snowmobile use
out of the park and into acceptable areas.
Prohibitheli-skiingand helihikinganywhere in the park.
Gontinue air access for management, research and emergenc
operations in a way that will minimize impacts oidhfe and
wilderness recreation values

I SeeBoatingsection

=a —a

To continue float plane T Limit fixed wing aircraft access to existing public floatplane us
accesgo Evans Lake, subjec of Evans LaKeHave pilots file appropriate flight plans and

to improvements in user obtain any other required authorizations or permits.
accountabilityand cabin 1 Work with the BC Floatplane Association and apply appropria
repairs SYF2NOSYSyd Ay 2NRSNI 2 F2a

Community and Economic Opportunities

Currently there are fouguidedrecreationcompanies operating in the parkand the
Association of Canadian Mountain Guidgalsoauthorized by permit to provide guided
recreational opportunitiesLow-impactrecreationservicesare encouragegdbut
operations requiringair-accessfly-in camps and lodgesare notappropriate in Valhalla
Park

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To encouragéhe 1 Encourage lowmpact recreation services in the park under permit whg
provision of no new infrastructure is required anshere parkfacilities and general
ecologically public uses are compatible.
sustainable 1 Establish a verifiable monitoring program of recreats@nvicesuse
recreationservices impacts using Backcountre&eation Impact Monitoring or similar

processes. When monitoring shows the environmental and/or wilderng
carrying capacities are close to being exceeded, management interve
such as quotas should be set for commercial operators and limits set
public visitation.

I Monitor and assess, with associated agencies, the impact of scenic
overflights on wildlife and develop improved operational procedures,
practices, or other management options to minimize impacts on wildlif

To encourage 1 Work withrecreation servicesperators to collect data, and develop
stewardship of park stewardship programs andade ofconduct for their businesses while
valuesand support operating within the park.

of nearby 1 Encourage any proposedcreation servicebusiness accessing the park
communitiesby all to be based in nearby communities if possible..

commercial

operators and users.

® See reference to the discrepancy between the aircraft regulation and the park geography (p. 31).
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Visitor Information

Providing current information about provincial parks is an important aspect of visitor
servce management. Information about ValhaRarkwill serve a number of functions.
It will assist visitors in planning their visit so they will know what to expect. Secondly,
this information will promote outdoor etiquette, risks associated with winter usd a
potential wildlife/human interactions, respect for the natural environment and careful
appreciation of the variety of values found within the park. Thirdly, it will foster an
awareness of the cultural and conservation values and features of this area.

In an assessment which remaiveidtoday. . / t F NJ] 4 Q -Regign@l y =+ €t Se
System Plan (1983) identified ValhdMarkas a key attraction in an area of considerable

recreation potential. The need continues for-oalination of marketing and information

services among all potential providers of recreational and tourism opportunities in the
sub-region in order to obtain ofimum economic benefits. Regional and local

governmensas well as the private sector can do much to complement and supplement

the BC Parkbasic information services. Conversely, pafkrmationcan crosgefer to

tourismand recreational activities outde the park and information on park

opportunities can draw attention to private or community suppliers of recreational

services in the area.

People visit particular parks in the expectation that they will be able to enjoy certain
types of experiences. formation about a park will therefore obviously affect the level

of use and the type of visitors it attracts. Consequently, information strategies must be
consistent with the management intent of the park. The conservation and recreation
significance of th park must be incorporated into strategies for marketing. There are
concerns that promoting backcountry recreation can lead to significant increases in use,
which in turn can affect parkalues and wilderness qualities; therefore care must be
taken in thetype of promotion and marketing programs undertaken. Marketing
programs promoting sustainability and environmental consciousness will ensure the
park resources are appreciated, understood, and respected. VaPatldends itself in
particular to vicarious appreciation, owing to its visual profile for a distance of some 30
kilometresalong a main provincial highway and from popular viewpoints such as Idaho
Lookout.

In addition toBC Parkther agenciesand groupgpromote parks. Cordination is

needed to ensure that promotional information is consistent, accurate and in keeping
with the parkmanagement plan
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Objectives ManagementStrategies
To promote optimum use of | § Portraythep NJ Qa NRfS Ay 02y aSNIA
G§KS LJ NJ] Qa NI and biodiversity and in representing the Central Columbia
backcountry recreational Mountains Ecosection.
opportunities in regional, 1 Work with nearby communities, commercial operators, tourisr
provincial andbther markets, associations and the media to develop a marketing plan whic
LI O1F3IAy3I (GKS will portray the park in an accurate manner and create
products among the variety expectations appropriate to a wilderness park.
of attractions to be found in | §  Create an information strategy that will focus on maintaining U
the Slocan Valley/Arrow levels in each area of the park that are appropriate in terms o
Lakes area. acceptable ecological ipacts and quality of recreational

experience.

To ensure that accurate 1 Continue to use park information signs and shelters at
information about park designated access points includingabéaunch sites to provide
values and recreational important safety information and wilderness ethics to visitors.
opportunities is available to | 1 Communicat the latest information on lovimpact use practices
park visitors. to visitors.

Interpretive Themes

ValhallaParkoffers significant recreational opportunities, while protecting important
cultural and natural values, all in a wilderness setting. The park provides a pristine venue
to explore natural processes and features along with cultural history that is unique to

this area.

The park represents several themes that could be explored in an education or research
program. These include:

- Natural Heritage: regional landscapes, geology, hydrology, role of the park in the
Central Columbia Mountains Ecosystaewie in theprotected areas network for
connectivity and its importance during an era of climate change

- Cultural Heritage: cultural heritage significance of specific sites in the park,
particularly focusing on preontact First Nations culture (particular emphasis
should be put on First Nations use of and respect for the Central Columbia
Mountains resource base) and remnants of the horse and flume logging of the
19001920s;

- Wilderness Recreation: opportunities available in the park,
wildlife viewing and appreciatig outdoor safety, bear and avalanche awareness
and conservation/wilderness ethics.

Objectives ManagementStrategies
To encourage public 1 Encourage private sector preparation of promotional or
awareness, understanding informational products relating tthe Valhalla Park themes
and appreciation of the described abovdnvolve the cultural heritage knowledge and
elements comprising the expertise of individual volunteers and cooperating organizatio
Central Columbia Mountains in management initiatives that are focused on preserving and
Ecosectionand the special interpreting the historic features of the park (e.g., Friends of
natural and cultural features West Kootenay Parks).
of ValhallaPark 1 Produce education and information on the themes described

above and make it available on the BC Parks website.
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Objectives ManagementStrategies

1 Emphasize the high visual quality of tharkas viewed from the
east side of Slocan Lake by cooperating with appropriate
authorities, associatins and commercial tour operators to
provide information and interpretation of ValhalRarkat key
sightseeing viewpoints outside the park (e$jocan lookout,
Silverton Lookout, Silverton, New Denver, Rosebery).

One of many cultural heritage sites in the park

Management Messages

Awareness and preip planning information can help to set expectations, enhance the
recreational experience, and influence attitudes and behaviours. ValRatkis

primarily a wilderness area. Despite some facility development along the Slocan Lake
shoreline and in the backcountry, the park contains many natural hazards. Year round
Slocan Lake is prone to sudden storms, which pose particular hazards for stinadiran
motorized craft. In summer, visitors must be prepared for chance encounters with
wildlife. Interactions between park visitors a@izzlyBears can result in harm to both
the visitor and the bear. Backpackers should be aware of appropriate bearaaceid
behaviour and identification dfearhabitat to reduce potential encounters. In winter,
backcountry skiers must be independent, smifficient and proficient in avalanche
safety.
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