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M u q i n / Brooks Peninsula Provincial Park - Hisnit/Power River Watershed Protected Area
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Muqin/Brooks Peninsula Park and Hisnit/Power River Watershed Protected Area have an
important role in providing connectivity between ecosystems, conserving representative,
old coastal forests and facilitating species and ecosystem adaptation to natural
disturbances and climate change. The park protects a “glacial refugium” that is believed to
have remained ice-free during the most recent ice age. Rare species associated with this
glacial refugium occur on windswept Senecio Ridge, as well as in the moist meadows and
alpine heath at higher elevations in the Refugium Range. The terrestrial portions of the
park and protected area also support wildlife and bird species at risk, such as the
blue-listed Roosevelt elk, blue-listed Marbled Murrelet and blue-listed Peregrine Falcon
The foreshore component of the park protects a variety of marine values, including
northern abalone, Olympia oyster, sea otter and Steller sea lion, as well as large kelp beds,
seabird colonies, marine mammal habitat, herring spawning sites, estuaries, tidal lagoons,
and tidal rapids. Freshwater, riparian habitats and numerous salmon-bearing streams
complement these marine values.

What You Need to Know
A few reminders to ensure your visit is safe and respectful of park values:
• Practice “leave no trace” low impact camping and use toilets, food caches and tent
pads where provided.
• Please stay on designated trails and open beach areas.
• Be respectful of First Nation Sites. Do not seek them out and if you encounter sites that
appear to have archaeological significance do nothing to affect their well-being, Please
respect their value to all peoples, leave them intact and move onwards.
• View all wildlife from safe distances and never feed or approach them. Store your food
so as not to attract wildlife.
• Keep children in sight and close by. Please leave pets at home or at a minimum keep
them on a leash at all times.
• Drinking water is scarce – make sure you bring enough and treat or disinfect any local
sources used.

www.bcparks.ca
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Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nations Message
The Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nations Territory is a very special place to our people. The land and sea is full
of beauty. Almost untouched.
t

The land has almost every type of flower, tree and wildlife. The soil is rich and full; ready each season to produce
more beauty. The clear blue water is filled with colourful sea life. This abundance of food on land and sea has
sustained our people and still does. Our people were known for their hunting skill. For hundreds of years,
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nations people travelled the great ocean by canoes to trade furs, cedar bark,
weaving grasses and medicinal plants. They traded their art such as carvings, basketry and stoneware. Our people
traded with other tribes, as far as American tribes, for goods they had special to their territory. Only what was
needed for families and trading was taken from land and sea. - Lucy Pavio Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nation
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Muqin/Brooks Peninsula Park and Hisnit/Power River Watershed Protected Area
encompass the Refugium Range, the Nasparti River Valley, Battle River Watershed and
Hisnit (Power) River Watershed, including Hisnit (Power) Lake. Together, the two protected
areas conserve coastal old-growth forest ecosystems, rare species associated with a glacial
refugium, intertidal and marine values, and First Nations cultural heritage values. They also
offer marine-oriented backcountry recreational opportunities in a wilderness setting. The
park includes 36,005 hectares of land and 3,931 hectares of marine foreshore and the
protected area includes 1,680 hectares of upland area, including Hisnit (Power) Lake.
These two protected areas are part of the second largest protected area complex on
Vancouver Island. Checleset Bay Ecological Reserve and Big Bunsby Marine Park are also
part of this complex.

we

Hisnit / Power
River
Protected Powe r
La ke
Area

N a sp a r t i
R i ve r

B ro o k s B a y

About the Park and Protected Area

Po

Bunsby
Islands

Big Bunsby
Marine Park

Checkaklis
Islands

Checleset Bay Ecological Reserve

Clerke
Point

q w

Travel Safety
Checleset Bay Ecological Reserve
Barrier
Islands
0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

Kyuquot
4km
Mar 2016

Brooks Peninsula, Checleset Bay, and Brooks Bay are wilderness areas, and not
patrolled or serviced on a regular basis. Visitors must be entirely self-sufficient and
be prepared to deal with all emergencies on their own. Marine weather and sea
conditions can be very unforgiving and can change without notice. Winds, fog and
ocean swell can be challenging. Marine travel is often the safest during the morning
hours, before winds pick-up. Please monitor VHF weather channels and consult tide
charts for the local area, prior to departure.

Distance in Metres

Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ Lands and Quatsino First Nation Reserve
The First Nations of Kyuquot Sound and Brooks Peninsula have lived in this region for thousands of years. There are extensive cultural heritage values and archaeological features throughout
the Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nation Nisma and Quatsino First Nation traditional territory. These include former village sites and trails, hunting and fishing grounds and gathering areas for food,
medicines and other materials ranging from clothing to housing. All of the resources of the area had, and continue to have, a use in the First Nations’ culture. Visitors to the protected areas
may encounter evidence of cultural uses of resources by the Che:k’tles7et’h’ and Quatsino First Nations. Culturally modified trees – including cedar bark stripping, carved wooden faces in trees,
and trail markers – have been found in the area. Work to identify these cultural sites and uses is ongoing so they can be considered in protected area management.
There are three parcels of Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ First Nations Land surrounded by park lands: the Quin-E-ex lands at Amos Creek; the Acous-Mahope lands at the Acous Peninsula and
Mahope (Battle Bay); and the Hisnit (Power River) lands in the Power River watershed. The Hisnit parcel is also contiguous with the Hisnit/Power River Watershed Protected Area.

Services in the Area
Kyuquot……

18 km. south (accommodation, store, medical/health center)

Fair Harbour…….

30km. southeast (fuel, boat launch store)

Muqin/Brooks Peninsula Park is continuous with the Checleset Bay Ecological
Reserve to the south, which is largely marine (32,902 hectares), but also contains
beaches and numerous offshore islands (487 hectares). The purpose of Checleset
Bay Ecological Reserve was to provide high quality marine habitat for a
re-introduced population of sea otters to increase their range and abundance.
The roles for Checleset Bay Ecological Reserve are:
1) to protect a representative marine ecosystem on the west coast of Vancouver
Island;
2) to provide habitat for a high diversity of species, including the sea otter and
northern sea lion;
3) to preserve significant cultural heritage features; and,
4) to provide the opportunity for scientific research on the sea otter.

Winter Harbour…….. 25km. north east (accommodation, fuel, store boat launch)

Emergency and Local Contacts
Police:
250 956 4441 ( Port McNeil RCMP - non-emergency )
Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k'tles7et'h' First Nations: 250 332 5259
Quatsino First Nations Phone: 250 949 6295
Nearest Phone:
Kyuquot
Nearest Medical Facility: Kyuquot Red Cross Health Center 250 332 5289
Report Forest Fires:
1 800 663 5555
Report All Poachers and Polluters: 1 877 952 7277 ( RAPP )
Coast Guard Radio (Marine Emergencies): VHF Radio / Channel 16

www.kyuquot.ca

Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k'tles7et'h' First Nations

